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Dear Friends...
Many of us will be meeting this one of them stood a man with
month to celebrate Harvest water lapping round his ankles.
Festival: to give thanks for all Fortunately for him, a rowingGod’s blessings to us, to our boat came by and the man at the
families and to our nation. oars shouted, “Jump in, and I’ll
Especially we shall give thanks take you to safety”. But the man
for the rich harvest of our farms, on the roof said, “No thanks:
gardens and forests; for the I have complete trust in God,
bounty of the sea, and the wealth and he will save me”. When the
of our mines and industries.
water level reached his chest, a
There’s an old saying which says motor-boat came along, and the
that
“Without
driver
shouted
God, man cannot: “Without God, man out, “It’s O.K.
without
man,
friend, I’ll rescue
cannot: without
God will not”.
you”. But the
In other words, man, God will not” man on the roof
God depends on
replied as he had
people like you and me to carry before. Just as the water reached
out his loving purposes. When I his chin, a helicopter flew down
was waiting for an appointment to him, and the pilot called down
some time ago in the Diabetic to him, “Take hold of the rope,
Centre in Leeds, I read in an old and we’ll pull you to safety”. But
Readers’ Digest a story which the answer was again, “No it’s all
makes this point very well - in a right, thanks; God will save me”.
somewhat light-hearted way, but An hour later the water covered
I’ve never forgotten it.
his head, and as he couldn’t swim,
There was once a flood in a he drowned.
certain town - a very bad flood When he arrived in heaven, he
in which the waters continued stood before God; (as you do),
to rise. It reached the tops of and he said somewhat testily,
(Continued on page 2)
the houses - and on the roof of
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(From page 1) “Why, Lord, when I had such
trust and confidence in you, did you let me drown?”
And God replied, “My dear son, I sent you first a
rowing-boat, then I put it into the mind of a motorboat driver to pass by your house, and finally I
directed the pilot of a helicopter to come to where
you were. Tell me for goodness sake - what more
could I have done for you?”.

grateful people are happy and nice-to-know people;
and ungrateful people are not.
William Shakespeare wrote somewhere, and just
to prove how well read I am:
“God’s goodness hath been great to thee; let never
day or night unhallowed pass, but still remember
what the Lord hath done.”
Never let day or night unhallowed pass without

God’s will and plan to save mankind or to feed
mankind then is carried out with the co-operation
of others - men and women like you and me. He
provides the grain, but then it’s up to us. And so this
month in churches up and down the land we shall
give thanks chiefly to God the creator, the provider,
but also to the people, the farmers, the miners, the
fishermen, those who process our food and deliver
it to our shops - all those who have gone on to
produce such abundance for us.
I dare say there are some people who will say,
“Why does God want our thanks and praise? Surely
he is above needing anything that we can possibly
give him.” Well - of course they are right - to a point.
God doesn’t need our gratitude at all, but in his love
he wants us to be happy, and it is a universal fact that

saying “thank you”. It is hardly enough to say thank
you just once a year at harvest festival time is it.. Let
it become a daily duty and a daily joy, and then, as
gratitude leads to that lovely virtue thoughtfulness
we shall be thinking outwardly towards the good of
others instead of just being concerned for ourselves
and our own welfare. It all boils down to love in the
end, and this world can’t have enough of that!
Every blessing to you all.
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Welcome
to the October edition of Connected.
This edition was put together earlier than usual to
accommodate folks jetting off on late holidays; so please
forgive any information that may be missing or lacking in
depth.
Having said that this month contains many more
pages than usual in order to include the eulogy written
for Revd David Reynolds whose funeral was held on the
4th September. Many will remember David’s time at St
Wilfrid’s with affection and it is with great sadness that
we learnt of his passing.
On a brighter note Roger Place reminds us all to be
grateful for the love that God shows us. We remember
the 80 years since the formation of the Brayton
Mothers Union by the eating of scones and, following
the foody theme, Jill & I relive the consumption of
bacon butties in Burn (burp!). Also Kathryn Pritchard
shows off her impressive sunflowers, grown from seeds
distributed during the St Wilfrid’s Easter Activities, and
the imminent arrival of the St Francis 2018 calendar is
heralded.

Printed copies of Connected delivered to your door
cost £5 a year (£4 for pensioners) by subscription, or
you can pick up a copy for 75p in Brayton Post Office
or from any of the Churches mentioned within these
pages. You may also download Connected free from the
St Wilfrid’s website www.stwilfridsparish.com. If you
would like a printed copy of the newsletter please let
Helen Brown know via email hbrown1937@outlook.
com or telephone 01757 702578.
Contributions are always gratefully received, usually
by the 15th of the month. All photographs are copyright
of the person or organisation attributed by them. If you
would like a copy of any photograph for which I retain
copyright just let me know. No charge, providing it is
for non-commercial purposes.
Any comments on anything in these pages is always
welcome.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
Weddings
We offer our congratulations to:

We welcome into the Christian family:

25th August

20th August

Duncan Baines & Caroline Johnson

Harry Peter Hardy
3rd September

In Memorium

Jordan Smallman
Caiden David Stephen Mahon

The Church was illuminated in memory of:
7th September

Lucy Manners

www.stwilfridsparish.com
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St Wilfrid’s
St Francis

St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
Revd. Glenda Webb
Revd. Rodger Place
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Church Warden
Claire Hodgson
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Claire Hodgson
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton		
glendamwebb@gmail.com		
rodgerplace17@gmail.com

(01757 704707)
(07871 241933)

porgles.pogs@btinternet.com		

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		

(01757 711586)

Treasurer
Jill Clarke
(01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Director of Music
Cliff Pritchard
(01757 704895)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Pat Griffiths
(01757 705793)
Mothers’ Union
Child Protection Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Book Club
Barbara Richardson
(01757 704121)

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 711586)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com

St Francis Clergy & Officers

Clergy
Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Helen Harrell
24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn-in-Elmet
Leeds LS25 6EQ
helen.harrell@methodist.org.uk		
(01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com (The Revd. Rodger Place has the Archbishop’s
permission to officiate and we are very grateful for his help in the parish)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
porgles.pogs@btinternet.com		
(01757 706475)
St Francis Methodist Steward
Joy Piper
(01757 292531)

Officers
ECC Secretary
Mrs Jan Tetley
jstetley@tiscali.co.uk
Treasurer
Chris Stephenson
chris@ecumenicalprojects.com
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(Assisted by Jean Collins and Gwenda Jackman)

Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
jstetley@tiscali.co.uk

(01757 707987)

(01757 608600)
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You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services listed below.
St Francis

St Wilfrid’s

Methodists

Sunday 1st
10:30am Holy Communion
Thursday 5th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 8th
10:30am All Age Family
Thursday 12th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 15th
10:30am Creative Communion
Thursday 19th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 22nd
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
Thursday 26th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 29th
10:30am Morning Worship

Sunday 1st
8:00am Harvest Holy Communion
& Giving in Grace
10:30am Harvest Holy Communion
& Giving in Grace
Tuesday 3rd
10:30am Holy Communion at
Fernbank
Wednesday 4th
9:30am Holy Communion
Saturday 7th
5:00-6:00pm Inspire
Sunday 8th
8:00am Holy Communion & Giving
in Grace
10:30am Family Communion &
Giving in Grace
Monday 9th
10:30am Holy Communion at St
Wilfrid’s Court
Wednesday 11th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 15th
10:30am Family Service & Giving in
Grace
12:00noon Baptisms
Wednesday 18th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 22nd
8:00am Holy Communion & Giving
in Grace
Sunday 22nd 10:30am Holy
Communion with prayer and
anointing for healing
Wednesday 25th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 29th
10:30am Holy Communion Giving
in Grace

Brayton
Sunday 1st
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 8th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 15th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 22nd
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 29th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship

www.stwilfridsparish.com
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Service Roster

Service Roster for October

Burn
Sunday 1st
9:15am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 8th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 15th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 22nd
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 29th
10:00am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 8th
10:30am Harvest Festival (All Age
Worship)
Sunday 29th
10:30am Morning Worship (all other
services are Anglican)

Extended on-line version

Methodists

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. David Coote 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD

Revd. Peter Barnett

coote080@gmail.com

(01405 765154)

5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk

(01405 869701)

Methodist
News
Ordinary October
October tends to be an ordinary
month in terms of Methodist
activities. Even the Sunday titles are
Ordinary – Ordinary 26 through to
Ordinary 30. From Trinity Sunday
(June 11) for six months to the end
of November (when we have the
Sunday before Advent) and the start
of a new Christian year, we just have
one Ordinary Sunday after another.
Service for Rev Peter Barnett
But it does make me think how
and harvest things in September;
important ordinary things are. Most there are the usual Sunday services
of us are just ordinary people living
and the valued Prayer Fellowship
ordinary lives, living in ordinary
each Sunday morning before the
houses and doing ordinary things.
service. We have had a number of
But, often, God uses ordinary
new people joining us, making the
people to do extraordinary things.
chapel almost full on many Sunday
The apostles Peter, Andrew and
mornings.
their mates were just ordinary
Our House Group Fellowship
fishermen who finished up doing
started in September after the
fantastic things for God. And I
summer break. For the next
know ordinary people in Brayton
few months, we are seeking to
who have done, and are doing,
understand something of other
extraordinary
world religions and
The apostles Peter,
things, often
how Christianity
Andrew
and
their
mates
things they
fits into the
were just ordinary
never thought
scheme of things.
they had the
fishermen who finished Already, we
capability of,
have had some
up doing fantastic
because of
interesting and
things for God.
their trust in
provocative
the power of
discussions. There
God. Long may it continue.
will be our tri-annual Church
We had the Circuit Welcome
Council Meeting on the 18th, from

Extended on-line version
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which we administer the active life
of our church and its part within our
Circuit.
The Open the Book team (OTB)
have started their seventh series
of bringing the Bible to life through
the telling of the key stories in an
exciting and dramatic way to the
children in our local primary school.
We were the first to introduce OTB
in our area (in 2010) and, although
several Methodist churches in the
Circuit (as well as St Wilfrid’s and
other Anglican churches) are now
regularly bringing OTB to their local
schools, we are encouraged that our
involvement with Brayton’s Infant
School means we have the longest
serving and continuous OTB team in
the area. We are grateful that we have
this wonderful opportunity of bringing
the Bible alive to our local children.
So, maybe, our October is not so
ordinary with all these important
activities!

www.stwilfridsparish.com

in September, one of our couples
celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary and they invited the
whole chapel community to their
house for an evening of friendship
and get-together and a bit of supper.
It was a great time, a bit crammed
but with lots of conversation
interspersed with lots of food –
friends together. Then this month,
we are planning another after
worship meal, something we have
done many times previously. Again,
we are expecting a full house and
that same friendly atmosphere with
plenty of food, glorious food, plenty

Methodists

Holiday Club October 26th
Seems the August school holidays
are hardly over and we are having
to think about the October half
term! Once again, we shall be
having a morning session holiday
club on October 26th and places can
be booked by telephoning 07943
558679. It’s always a time when
there are lots to do and loads of
activities. This time the theme is
“Wind and Fire” – an opportunity
to find out about being one of God’s
Helpers. Open to children from
reception to year 6.
Friends Together
Did I mention somewhere
that September 1st is
the first day of the new
Methodist Year? Well,
due to a minister’s illness,
we found ourselves at
Brayton organising our
own service on September 3rd, the
first Sunday in this new Methodist
Year and our own retired minister,
Rev Derek Lund, came out of
retirement for the 23rd time to
take the service. He focused on the
theme of friendship and mentioned
how much he appreciated the
friendship of people within Brayton
chapel and how friendship was such
an important and real part of our
church fellowship. Maybe it’s a bit
sinful to blow your own trumpet,
but many people have remarked on
the lovely, friendly atmosphere they
find within our church community –
people really do feel they are among
friends, friends who will share their
joys and as well as their sorrows,
friends who support each other
whatever the circumstances.
One of the things that friends often
do is to get together for a meal and,
from time to time, we have a meal
together, something which is very
much appreciated by those who are
living by themselves and often see
very few people from one Sunday
to the next. On that same weekend

Group in a local café, with a table
reserved for “The Bible Group”
(this in a busy, public café!);
Knaresborough Town Council
asked the local Methodist minister
to turn Black Friday into Bright
Friday (with the light of Christ
leading to Christmas); Littlebeck,
a tiny hamlet south of Whitby,
at the bottom of two very steep
hills in the middle of nowhere (I
know, I’ve walked there!) found
itself with a Men’s Shed group. A
few men, skilled in stick and crook
making, asked if they could use the
tiny chapel as a workplace. Then
they were joined by other
craftsmen wanting to have
a place for their creative
skills. Then some asked
if they could come to
a chapel service. Now,
the small congregation
of eight has doubled. Enthusiastic
Methodists reaching out to their
local communities, bringing the
exhilarating Good News of Jesus to
local people in encouraging ways.
Now that is what I call exciting!
Time for change
October 15 (the Sunday we are
planning our chapel meal) is the
last day the old, round £1 coin will
be legal tender, thereafter it is just
a bit of almost worthless metal. I
wonder how many people will sneak
their old £1 coins into the church
collection? Naughty! I wonder how
many people who put £1 in a church
collection in 1983 (when the old
£1 coin was introduced) are still
putting in a £1 coin nowadays, when
inflation has increased by 400%?
Naughty!
From the Edinburgh Fringe: “I’m not
very keen on the new £1 coin but,
then, I don’t like change.”

“I’m not very keen on
the new £1 coin but, then,
I don’t like change.”

www.stwilfridsparish.com

of conversation, plenty of fellowship
and the sort of time that friends
enjoy together. And we would love
to have some new friends, so if you
want to join a friendly crowd for
worship and fellowship please pop
along to one of our services or
other activities.
Exciting, encouraging & enthusiastic!
Words that could be applied to
many things but not, surely, to
church meetings? But that was my
experience when I went, as one of
our Circuit representatives, to the
first Synod of our new Methodist
Yorkshire North and East District
last month. Of course there
were the boring bits – all church
meetings have their boring bits,
don’t they? But many participants
shared exciting stories of what was
happening in their part of God’s own
county – because of space restraint,
John would crucify me if I mentioned
all of them. Pateley Bridge have an
exciting Dementia Initiative which
will mean their High Street will
become a Dementia Awareness
Street; Ryedale have a Bible Study
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St Wilfrid’s Notices

St Wilfrid’s Notices
Giving In Grace
Throughout October we are encouraging our church community to reflect on God’s great generosity and how
we might respond to it through our giving of time, skills and finances. Our Sunday services will each focus on this
important theme which lies at the heart of our Christian discipleship:
•

1st October “All Together” Harvest Communion service at 10:30am
followed by Bring and Share Harvest Lunch
8th October 8:00am Communion & 10:30am Family Communion
15th October Family Service
22nd October 8:00am and 10:30am Holy Communions
29th October 10:30am Holy Communion

•
•
•
•
•
Our young people will also be looking at this theme in their sessions together, and there will be a small booklet of
daily readings and prayers for personal use at home, which we would encourage everyone to make the most of in
their daily devotions. Our prayer is that as members of God’s family here we will each welcome this opportunity
to pause and give God thanks for the generosity he has lavished on us.
St Wilfrid’s Giving in Grace Group

Parish Retreat. There are still a few places available on the Parish Retreat which will run from Friday 13th to
Sunday 15th April 2018 at St Oswald’s Pastoral Centre, Sleights. Anyone who is interested please contact Glenda
on glendamwebb@gmail.com or 0787 1241933. Glenda

Study Morning. There will be a study morning on Saturday December 2nd, 10:00am to 12 noon in St Wilf’s
Parish Hall. All are welcome. The theme will be on our crib nativity scene. Glenda

Barbara Hind. May I thank all of my friends who joined me on 2nd August to celebrate my birthday. Many
thanks for the kind donations which were given to St Wilfrid’s Church, and thanks to Helen and Rachel from
Hemingbrough who did the catering. Barbara

St Wilfrid’s has recently undergone repairs
to the Church Roof which where supported
by a grant of up to £50,000 from the Listed
Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund. We are
grateful for their support.

St Wilfrid’s is a Registered Charity No 1169956
Extended on-line version
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In the News

Tony Williams

Revd David Reynolds
1939 - 2017

David at St Wilfrid’s

Revd David Reynolds, who was the St
Wilfrid’s Team Rector, for the area
covering Brayton, Burn, Barlow and
Thorpe Willoughby, from 1990 to
2006, died recently after a long illness.
Reproduced here is the eulogy given
by Revd Dr Michael Wright during
his funeral in the Church of St James,
Rawcliffe, 4th September 2017

years old, the Reynolds family moved north, when
Leslie became vicar of Sutton. So as David grew up, he
came to regard himself as a northerner, with a special
affection for Hull. That feeling was enhanced when he
won a place at Hymers College and thereafter went
to St John’s College, Durham, where he switched from
reading English to Theology. A knowledgeable and
scholarly man, David followed up his studies in Durham
by a course at Berkeley, California, before training for
the ministry at Queen’s College, Birmingham.
David’s ministry began in 1965 when he was ordained
by the Archbishop of York, Donald Coggan, before
becoming curate at Holy Trinity, North Ormesby. It
was here that David’s life would change for ever. For
he met his future wife, Christine who was just about to
go to college at that time. Yet their love overcame all
obstacles and the rest, as they say, is history.
David’s ministry led eventually to Brayton via Hessle,
Sherburn-in-Elmet, Fulford, and, for a short while,
Bolventor in Cornwall. When at Fulford David was
responsible for the in-service training of clergy, and at
Brayton he became rural dean. However, there was

“That hymn, and indeed the others today, were some
of David’s favourites. And how fitting it is that this
thanksgiving for David’s life began with Praise Ye the
Lord. Because David’s whole life was spent in praise for
our Lord. And living out that praise through his selfless
service and his gracious gifts of time and love, so that
others could share in the joy, the comfort, and the hope
that he found in his risen saviour.
David was born in Birmingham in 1939, the first of
two children born to Leslie and Elizabeth Reynolds.
Leslie was an Anglican priest and when David was three

www.stwilfridsparish.com
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much more to David than any itemised career could
reveal.
First and foremost, he was a people person. The
friends he made stayed friends for ever. He was a great
letter-writer and good at keeping in touch with people

“With a mischievous twinkle in his
eye and his soft, rather understated
way of speaking, he replied: ‘That’s
actually called a locomotive
Michael. It doesn’t become a
train until its pulling something,
usually carriages or freight.’”
before anyone thought of social media.
So, when the diocese asked him to do some work
in America, he found time to meet friends from Rhode
Island and others he’d made during his time at Berkeley.
Nearer home, he felt blessed by the wide circle of
friends who enriched his life; many of them involved
in his wide-ranging interests. Among them was Leslie
Stanbridge who’d had a similar background to David.
He’d also been at St John’s as both student and tutor,
and spent time in Hull and Cottingham before becoming
archdeacon of York. So, no surprise that David found
him a kindred spirit and life-long friend.
Outside of his ministry and home life, three interests
figured prominently: trains, music and cricket. I’m a
collector of vintage postcards and one day, knowing
David was interested in trains, I took him a selection
that featured early trains. ‘Look at this one David,’ I
said to him. ‘What do you think of this train?’ With
a mischievous twinkle in his eye and his soft, rather
understated way of speaking, he replied: ‘That’s actually
called a locomotive Michael. It doesn’t become a train
until its pulling something, usually carriages or freight.’
Well David should know, because he had an almost
obsessive interest in trains. Books on trains and railways
lined his shelves. Special timetables were framed.
And once every year he, and a friend from his days at
Hymers, would meet up and have a day out to see a
particularly interesting train – or locomotive!
David’s interest in music was shared with both
Christine and Paul, their son. Like Paul, David’s own
attachment to music blossomed while he was at
university, where he frequently performed with his
choir in Durham Cathedral. He sang in a male voice
choir in Cornwall, would occasionally sing the solo
parts at St Wilfred’s and, as many of you know, he was
an enthusiastic member of Snaith choir. David was also

Extended on-line version

an accomplished piano player and organist - though
he always thought he played the piano better than the
organ. That said, there were times when no organist
was available for a wedding. So, he’d pause at the
appropriate place, play a hymn, and then pick up with
the bride and groom for the next part of the service.
Amazing.
And here I must confess that cricket has the wrong
shaped ball for me, I prefer the oval version. But
knowing David was interested and, being drawn to
sporting biographies, I came across Duncan Hamilton’s
book about Harold Larwood – a central figure in 1932
test series in Australia, known as bodyline. What a
tremendous read! As I’d given mine to an Australian
nephew, Christine sourced a copy for David. And as
I listened and marvelled at David’s grasp of the game,
that’s when my own interest in cricket started to
develop. He’d speak about the trips to matches with
his uncle; the atmosphere at Scarborough, Old Trafford
and Trent Bridge; and the heroics of both batsmen and
bowlers. Simply fascinating.
Most people however will remember David as a
priest: diligent, caring and conscientious. He ministered
at a time when priests were expected to be available 24
hours a day and seven days a week. ‘He always had time
for everyone,’ says Paul. ‘Sometimes, I’d hear his phone
ringing at 3 0’clock in the morning, and then he’d be on
his way out because someone needed something.’ And
Christine remembers that many times he wouldn’t take
his day off, saying: ‘I can’t stay off when people need me.’
Such diligence was not only part of his persona
but also his way of life. It permeated every aspect
of his approach to his calling and was evident in
his thoughtfulness, preparation and delivery. Two
Archbishops of York, Donald Coggan and David Hope,

“‘You wouldn’t think it of Dad,’
says Paul, ‘but he used to sprint
across that goose pen to put away
the gander, and just throw himself
stuntman style over the fence.’”
said how much they liked his services, because David
was so well prepared and organised.
But David could spring surprises. He liked the
countryside and in Brayton the family kept sheep, a
goat, and – just over the back fence - a donkey. Now the
donkey could be rather self-willed at times, and David
had the scars to prove it. But it was nothing compared
to the geese they had in Cornwall. They were the bane
of David’s life. The two females weren’t so bad. But
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George, the gander, was horrendous. He just never
wanted to go to bed. ‘You wouldn’t think it of Dad,’ says
Paul, ‘but he used to sprint across that goose pen to put
away the gander, and just throw himself stuntman style
over the fence.’ Needless to say, the geese didn’t travel
north when the Reynold’s moved to Brayton.
Family life was important to David. Unlike some
others in his situation, he was able to separate the role
of vicar from the roles of husband and parent. When
Paul was studying A Level Philosophy and Belief, he
went to stay at a Buddhist monastery, and some people
wondered how David would respond to that. Yet
typically, he showed interest, discussed spiritual issues
and, most of all, always encouraged his son to find and
walk his own pathway in life.
David retired in 2006 and thereafter, he and Christine
fulfilled a dream they both shared: to travel to Russia. ‘It
was a special retirement present to ourselves’ she said.
‘A three-week journey through several countries, the
highlight being a visit to Moscow’s conservatoire, where
we closed our eyes and imagined the brilliant Russian
composers and players who practised there. There
would be two more holidays, to Amalfi and to the arctic
circle, before David became unable to travel.

It’s not a secret that life wasn’t easy for David in his
final years. Sadly, I never really knew him when he was
fit and well. But I did visit him regularly in the latter part
of his life and came to regard him as a close friend. And
during the years that I visited him, I never once heard
him complain. He accepted everything that came his way
with a stoic resilience and unshakable belief in the grace
of God. For a while he could attend the clergy chapter
meetings, where he loved the company of fellow priests.
But eventually that became too much. Nevertheless,
his desire to pray, to receive the sacrament and to hear
readings from the bible never diminished.
So how lovely today, that David has come here,
to this church that he loved. Among people that he
ministered to. Surrounded by friends that he sang with.
And beautiful music played by an organist he admired.
He was a gracious, loving, prayerful and devoted man,
a gentle man as well as a gentleman, ever conscious of
the needs of others. He will be greatly missed. And the
world is a poorer place for his passing.”
Revd. Dr Michael Wright

Andrew Bellis
Selby Times article recording David’s Retirement, dated 23rd March 2006
www.stwilfridsparish.com
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Sunflowers are often seen as
a symbol of God’s love, and of
course they are a wonderfully
bright and cheery addition to any
garden. So it was appropriate that
during the 2017 Easter Activities at
St Wilfrid’s, sunflower seeds were
given to the children for them to
sow in their gardens.
Kathryn Pritchard planted her
seeds carefully - and look at the
results! From such tiny seeds two
beautiful sunflowers, each over 2m

Michaela Pritchard

We’re all golden sunflowers
inside...*

tall, or around 7’ in old money...
Very good work Kathryn and
thank you for sharing the results
with us. You could easily teach David
Mitchell a thing or two!
John Clarke

Kathryn’s sunflowers reached 7’ into
the air!

*Allen Ginsberg

John Clarke

St Francis
2018 Calendar
St Francis will celebrate its 40th anniversary in 2018,
and to commemorate this important event a calendar
has been produced. The calendar features images taken
locally in the Thorpe Willoughby area by members of
the St Francis congregation. It is a colourful document,
fit to grace any wall, with splendid images depicting
local life and wildlife in the Thorpe Willoughby area.
Printed to a professional standard copies are available
now from either Jackie Jackman or Fiona Richards,
priced at only £5. Profits from the sale will go towards
the structural alterations of the space within the
Church Building.
John Clarke
John Clarke

Front cover by Lucille Carter
Extended on-line version

‘April’ by Helen Harrell
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In the News

John Clarke

Welcomers

It is a basic tenant of the Christian
Church that our God welcomes all
who believe in Jesus. Indeed Jesus,
whilst on earth, welcomed anyone,
regardless of background, into his
presence.
The role of the Welcomer at
St Wilfrid’s is thus a key activity
that occurs before, during and
after every service. But being a
Welcomer is much more than simply
saying ‘Hello’: it is finding ways to
help and guide people, whether
regular worshippers or newcomers,
through the service. It includes the
distribution of hymn books and
service sheets: the calculation of the
number of wafers for
the distribution of bread
& wine: the regulation
of people going to the
alter for communion:
the passing around of
the collection plate: and
the counting of money
donations and the
orderly putting away of the books
etc. at the end of the service.
What does it take to be a
Welcomer? Attitude is all important,

and being open to people is an
essential skill. At St Wilfrid’s we

sorted me out during a recent Holy
Communion; I was dispatched to a
pew with the requisite
service book and hymn
books with a cheery
smile. See the grins in
the picture as Helen is
similarly greeted.
So the next time you
visit St Wilfrid’s look for
the broad smile behind
the Welcomer badge; you are sure
of a warm greeting.

“Therefore welcome one
another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the Glory
of God’ (Romans 15:7)”
are blessed with some excellent
volunteers who selflessly take on
the role. Lindsey and Anne, as seen
in the images, surely and swiftly

John Clarke

John Clarke
Welcomers in action!
www.stwilfridsparish.com
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There is a tradition within the
Clarke household that we go
for a bike ride on bank holiday
Monday mornings regardless of
the weather. For some years this
could be a joyless expedition if
it were windy and/or raining, at
least for 50% of those taking part...
However in more recent times it
really hasn’t mattered what the
weather was doing. So what has
changed? The answer lies within the
four square walls of the Methodist
Chapel in Burn. On bank holiday
Monday mornings they sell BACON
BUTTIES! No, really! BACON
BUTTIES!
So it was with great expectation
that we set forth on August Bank
Holiday Monday this year. For
once the weather was warm and
sunny, the wind was practically
non-existent, which was a very
welcome change. I had hoped
that we might travel to Burn by

John Clarke

Burn Bacon
Butties by
Bike

Bacon butties sold here!
worked up a reasonable appetite.
The Burn ladies were busy as
usual, and there were several groups
of customers already tucking into
their butties. Our order was taken
quickly and we both settled for
bacon butties. Sausage butties and
toasted tea cakes are also available.
I favoured brown sauce whilst Mrs
Clarke spoilt hers with tomato.
A couple from Doncaster, who
were travelling through
Burn to somewhere
less interesting, saw
the ‘Bacon Butties’
sign and stopped
for breakfast.
The gentleman
was confined to
a powered buggy
and they had a
very friendly if
large greyhound
dog. In no time the
ladies had arranged
an alfresco table plus
chairs in the sunshine
at the front of the chapel for their
visitors. They really couldn’t have
been more accommodating and you
definitely won’t get that standard
of service at McDonald’s (although

“...all that was left was
for me to be instructed
in the fine art of washing
up! Overseen by the eagle
eye of Christine, no mug
was left unwashed. But
on the plus side my hands
are still lovely and soft.”
the direct route, but Mrs Clarke
insisted that we cover a reasonable
distance - at least 10 miles - before
arriving in Burn, and by the time that
we arrived at the Chapel we had

Extended on-line version
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no one offered to pump up my bike
tyres. Just saying...).
As usual the bacon butties
were of a high standard, and once
eaten all that was left was for me
to be instructed in the fine art of
washing up! Overseen by the eagle
eye of Christine, no mug was left
unwashed. But on the plus side my
hands are still lovely and soft.
The bacon butties have been on
the menu at Burn for 8 or 10 years
now (no one was really sure) and if
you want a friendly delicious Bank
Holiday Butty, Burn is the place!
John Clarke

www.stwilfridsparish.com
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John Clarke
Jill applies the tomato sauce
John Clarke
Washing up!
www.stwilfridsparish.com
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Jill Clarke

Going, Going, Scone!

On the 7th September the Mothers Union celebrated
the 80th anniversary of Brayton MU in the traditional
manner with a cream tea! The proceeds, £201.35,
were put to fund MU projects, and some 35
members and friends attended. A splendid time was
had by all! The next MU meeting, on 5th October at
7:30pm will feature Katherine Middlebrook speaking
about the Yorkshire Young Farmers.
Jill Clarke

Extended on-line version

Scones gorn!
Jill Clarke

Jill Clarke
Image photo-bombed by Glenda!

Jill Clarke

Jill Clarke
Look at the quality of those scones!

You are not allowed in here Clarky!

There appears to be 2 spare scones on this table...

16

www.stwilfridsparish.com

Getting a good lawn demands some
care and constant attention. Grass
consists of a lot of plants gathered
tightly together, always growing
except below 42°F and continually
making demands on nutrients in the
soil. Heaving a mower about is one
of the trials of producing a regular
surface with an even colour. Hidden
away in the soil are the elements
that release good results. pH (acidity
or alkalinity) also have an effect on
grass growth.
In Britain any deficiency of nutrient
other than nitrogen is unusual in
soils and micro nutrient deficiencies
are rare. However low potassium
and phosphorus can occur especially
in low nutrient retaining sandy soils.
Let’s look at these nutrients?
Potassium has an effect on drought
resistance, wear, plant stress,
susceptibility to fungal attack and
also on nitrogen uptake by grass
roots. So potassium is a sort of
health giving nutrient. Remember

nitrogen is the nutrient required by
the plant in the greatest quantity
to stimulate the growth of new
leaves. Besides shoot growth, shoot
density, leaf width, root depth,
drought stress, wear tolerance,
thatch and disease, overuse of

www.stwilfridsparish.com

becoming thin, allowing
the presence of perennial
weeds and moss. Keep a
note of when you make
your nitrogen fertiliser
applications with any instructions.
The other main nutrient is
phosphorus which is not in such
demand by grasses; likewise
micronutrients like iron, manganese,
zinc and copper. Iron also has a
cosmetic effect making the grass
greener. So a tip for healthy looking
grass is to give it a feed of ferrous
sulphate. This is handy because Iron
is also the nutrient that controls
moss and knocks back weeds
through scorching, reducing worm
casts and acidifying the turf surface.
So two for the price of one!
Nitrogen can be supplied by rainfall,
the breakdown of organic matter
and the application of fertilisers. It’s
availability is also affected by the
level of aeration in the soil and that’s
why we scarify and spike the lawn
to let in oxygen or to
relieve waterlogged
soils of excess water.
The pH (acid or
alkaline) nature of
the soil effects the
availability of nutrients
to the plant although a
neutral soil (pH 7) suits
grass growth the best.
Creating a slightly more
acidic soil encourages
the more desirable
grasses like the “fescues” and the
“bents” being your bowling green
type grasses.
Invasion by weeds and moss is also
discouraged with slightly acid soils.
Very acid soils work in the opposite
way encouraging moss. Part of the
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treatment of moss is to encourage
the strength of the grass cover by
good fertilisation. Killing the moss
only disguises the underlying cause
of moss invasion caused perhaps
by over acidity, poor drainage,
compaction, excessive close mowing
and low fertility.
The build-up of thatch (dead
material around the base of the
grass plant) may be relieved by
scarification. This reduces any
moss present and allows water
penetration. Lawn sand is a mixture
of iron sulphate and sand which is
used as a spreader. Preparations
may readily be acquired off-theshelf in your local garden centre.
Some of these have a weedkiller
included to kill broad leaved plants.
Another good result of mechanical
scarifying is the reduction of weed
growth. Weeds can be introduced
in many ways, by wind, birds,
mowers, shoes and even worms
bringing soils to the surface. Mowing
reduces weed growth but there
are those that slip under the net
including some undesirable grasses.
Besides the application of lawn sand
and scarification for weeds the
application of a selective herbicide
may be necessary especially in the
case of a bad weed infestation.

Gardening Tips

can change
David Mitchell’s nitrogen
the composition
the sward. Low
Notes from the ofnitrogen
causes
stunted,
chlorotic
Potting Shed
growth with the turf

David Mitchell
David may be contacted via:
E: dave@daviddmitchell.co.uk
T: 01977689858
M: 07967730010
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The Directory

Services

Health & Wellbeing

Messy Church

Wellbeing Cafe

Gentle Movement

Thursday 7th December
4:30pm to 6:00pm St Francis

Every Monday 10:00am to
11:30am St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Monday from 2:00pm to
3:45pm, St Francis Church

The next Messy Church will
include a Christingle Service
where the children make their
own Candles. A time of creativity,
worship, singing and eating! It’s all
free! See you there! Jean

A facility for those with Mental
Health conditions; support for
those affected by mental health
conditions by providing a safe open
space in Christ’s love, compassion
& acceptance. If you would be
interested in finding out more, please
contact me (01757 711586). Claire

Sitting down exercises for all ages
and for your own capabilities.
Donations accepted for Church
Funds. We are a very warm friendly
group. Why not come and join us;
or come for company, coffee and
cake! For more information contact
me on 07821 257923. Jean

One Lump or Two?
Community Lunch

Coffee Morning

Coffeemates

Wednesday 4th October
12:00noon to 1:30pm, St Wilfrid’s
Parish Hall

Saturday 14th October 10:00am
to 11:30am, St Wilfrid’s Parish
Hall

Wednesday 25th October
10:00am to 12noon, St Wilfrid’s
Parish Hall

The Community Lunch team
return after a well earned break to
serve a delicious lunch of homemade soup and dessert for only
£4.00. Pat and Vyv

Come along to the Craft Group
Coffee Morning - coffee, cakes,
hand-crafted bargains, jams &
pickles, and Martin House Hospice
Cards on sale - and of course good
company! Linda

Open on the last Wednesday of
the month. Why not come along
and join us for tea/coffee and home
made cakes. Meet your friends
and make new ones. There is a
children’s corner, book swopshop
and a warm welcome. We look
forward to seeing you there. Lynn

MU
Coffee Morning

Tea @ Two

the Mother’s Union

Saturday 7th October &
4th November, 10:00am to
11:15am St Francis Church

Thursday 19th October 2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 5th October 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

All the usual goodies! Including
bacon sandwiches, toasted
teacakes, scones, cake etc. plus we
have a book stall and raffle. We
look forward to seeing you! Pat

Afternoon tea with entertainment,
tickets £5. Come along and enjoy
good food, good company and fun.
Entertainment provided! Tickets
available from me.
01757 705793 Pat

This month Katherine Middlebrook
will give a talk about the Young
Farmers. Open to all who enjoy tea
and good company. Barbara

Extended on-line version
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Crafty Folks
St Francis Crafters

St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

St Wilfrid’s Patchwork

Every Wednesday 2:00 to
4:00pm St Francis Church

Tuesday 10th and 31st October
7:30pm St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 30th October 2:00pm to
4:00pm, St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome, from
beginners upwards, or if you just
want to chat with a friendly group
of people. Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Come along and catch up with
crafty projects whilst sharing
ideas over a cuppa. For more
information contact me on 01757
704944. Linda

This is not a class to learn needle
craft, but a relaxed group of people
who would like to experiment
with patchwork. Please bring any
materials, patterns and ideas you
may have, and we can all help each
other! Contact me for more details
on 01757 705793. Pat

Children and Young Adults

Reading...

Friday Fun Club

Junior Church

Book Club

Fridays 1:30pm to 3:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sundays St Wilfrid’s Church &
Parish Hall

Thursday 26th October 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We are a toddler group for babies
and pre-school children and their
parents/carers. Come along for
stories, songs, play, coffee and chat!
For more details please contact
me on 01757 704303 or cathy.
rodgers@gmail.com. Cathy

Meet in church, before leaving
to join the appropriate group Adventurers (year 6 +), Pathfinders
(years 3 to 5) or Discoverers
(reception to year 2). We also
have a crèche for younger children.
New members welcome to join
us! Cathy, Charlotte, Martha &
Michaela

The book club meets on the last
Thursday of each month to discuss
the current Book of the Month. In
October the book is Raven Black
by Ann Cleeves. Anyone interested
is very welcome to come along.
Barbara

Women Matters
Yorkshire Countrywomen

the Women’s Institute

Tuesday 3rd October 2:00pm to
4:00pm, St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Brayton WI
Monday 9th October, 2:00pm in
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thorpe Willoughby WI
Thursday 12th October at
7:30pm in St Francis Church

This month is our Harvest Festival
with Revd. Glenda Webb. Please
bring items for the Produce Table.
Come along and meet new friends!
Visitors & new members welcome.
Contact me for further information
01757 703901. Alda

The next meeting will be a talk
‘Down the Pan’ with Dulcie Lewis,
a humorous history of the lavatory
in North Yorkshire. Visitors
and new members are warmly
welcomed. For more information
contact me on 01757 702209 for
more information. Jean

The next meeting forms our annual
general meeting and social event.
Why not put the date in your diary
and come along and join us? For
more information contact me on
07821 257923. Jean

www.stwilfridsparish.com
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Sausages
Saints &
Superheroes!

Be
superman!

Got wings?
come as
a saint!

Play
Games!

Eat Sausages!

Sausages, Saints
and Superheroes!
When: Saturday 28th October
4-7pm, Where: Brayton Primary
School Hall, What: Family Fun,
Food and active team Games for
all ages!
Sausages and juice provided.
Please bring a pudd! Come as a
superhero or saint, if you want!
£1 per person - To book a place or
for more info, contact Rev Pete,
on 01757 704 707 or at
pete.d.watson@outlook.com

Hope to see you there!

contemporary informal
christian fellowship
and relaxed worship
St Wilfrid’s, Brayton
1st Saturday in the month
in the church hall or Church

All Welcome

St Wilfrid’s
Autumn Fair
Saturday 25th November 2017

10:00am to 1:00pm
Come along and purchase
your Christmas presents
from the many stalls
including craft, cakes,
books, cards, and nearly
new toys. Refreshments in
the Church Hall
Contact Lis Middup
(07770 440214) for more details

Wellbeing Cafe

Come and join us in a safe and friendly place for a cuppa, a chat and
mutual support
Monday's 10am-11:30am (except Bank Holidays)
Starting Monday 11th September
Venue: St Wilfrid’s Parish hall
Our Mission Statement : To provide informal support for those whose lives are
affected by mental health conditions providing a safe, open space and by showing
Christ's love, compassion and acceptance for all.
Working in partnership with the mental health charity
York MIND

If you would like more information please contact...
Claire Hodgson 711586 or
email clairelouisehodgson@yahoo.co.uk

