Welcome
to the October 2018 edition of Connected.
October, it seems, is a month to
celebrate birthdays - as I edit this
Connected, St Francis is getting
ready for its 40th birthday, whilst St
Wilfrid’s Wellbeing Cafe is sweeping
up after hosting its 1st birthday
party. And St Francis’ day falls on
the 4th October. So that’s a lot of
cake, cards, balloons and parties to
get through!
Revd. Rodger Place takes the Dear
Friends slot this month, and reminds
us that God is much to big to be
confined to the church building
on a Sunday, and reminds us that
the building is merely a convenient
meeting place for followers of Jesus.
Revd. Pete Watson reflects on the
up coming Harvest Festivals and

the choices that we can all make to
ensure that we fulfil God’s call to be
truly alive and energized by His love
and purpose.
Tony Service looks forward to
October within the Methodist
Circuit and notes that, although an
Ordinary month, it has it’s moments.
I report on penguins (well hoarding
really...) and the magnificent work of
Junior Church in the area of Toilet
Twinning. There is also a report of
the moving blessing of the Memorial
Stone that took place on Thorpe
Willoughby Village Green recently.
And Barbara Richardson reports on
the work of the Stroke Unit in York
& District Hospital

Printed copies of Connected delivered
to your door cost £5 a year (£4 for
pensioners) by subscription, or you
can pick up a copy for 75p in Brayton
Post Office or from any of the
Churches mentioned within these
pages. Subscriptions run from June
each year. You may also download
Connected free from the St Wilfrid’s
website www.stwilfridsparish.com.
Contributions are always gratefully
received, usually by the 11th of the
month.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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So it’s a case of love the fruit, hate the
plant. A complicated relationship!

Extended Online Version

Dear Friends
Thorpe Willoughby Shared
Church has just celebrated it’s
40th anniversary! The task before
the congregation now is to effect
it’s re-ordering. Not in quite the
same league as our parish-church
at Brayton first built by the Saxons,
and re-ordered by the Normans
in the first half of the 12th century!
How treasured and important
our churches are.
Solomon some 3,000 years
ago certainly believed that
a church was essential to
worship otherwise he wouldn’t
have poured out his wealth so
liberally on building the great
Temple in Jerusalem to house
the Arc of the Covenant. That
said, he was also aware of a great
danger too when he asked the
searching question “Can God
indeed dwell on earth? And he
gave the answer, “Heaven itself,
the highest heaven cannot
contain thee; how much less
this house I have built”. In other
words, God cannot be shut up
in a building however fine.
Standing outside a church one
day, a little boy asked his father,
“Is God in there? “Yes,” said his
father. “Let’s go in and see him.”
Said the little boy. And that’s
what we want isn’t it – to cut
God down to size; to create
a God in our own image. And
that’s the temptation to idolatry.
There’s no idolatry more
common perhaps than that of
the church. To take a building,
be it parish church or cathedral
and worship it in place of God.
Whilst a lovely parish church like
St Wilfrid’s can be a help to the
worship of God, it can also be a
temptation as Solomon clearly
knew. So if God is not to be
contained in a house, why do
Extended Online Version

we build churches at all? Why
are we in Thorpe struggling to
raised thousands of pounds to
re-order St Francis’? Isn’t it all a
waste of money? Yes it is, if by
the building of churches we have
encouraged the idea that God
lives only in churches, leaving the
world outside to go on it’s own

“Heaven itself, the
highest heaven
cannot contain
thee; how much
less this house
I have built”. In
other words, God
cannot be shut
up in a building
however fine
hell-bent way. The field of God’s
activity and concern is the world
– the world of men and women
and what most concerns them;
the struggle to live in freedom
and peace and where to find
food for their children; the world
of drug addiction and crime on
our streets; the world where we
cope with grief and suffering. We
cannot then confine God to one
day a week nor to a special kind
of building.
All this being said, we are not
disembodied spirits you and I,
are we? We need symbolism
and places set apart. Although
God does not need a church, we
do; a place where we can draw
upon his grace; where we can
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hear God’s Word and receive his
sacraments; where we can find
the tiny portion of his mighty
strength that we need to be his
people in the world:
For the God whom the highest
heavens cannot contain, nor any
place of worship however grand,
has poured himself out into
the one human form of Jesus
of Nazareth. “Can God indeed
dwell on earth? asked Solomon.
“The word became flesh”
answers the Christian Gospel.
The miracle for which Solomon
longed, happened in Christ.
Every church then was built for
one purpose and one purpose
only that the God whom heaven
cannot contain may there meet
with ordinary folk. And so he
does, for we have the promise of
Jesus, who in answer to that great
question of Solomon’s “Can God
indeed dwell on earth?” said yes,
he can; for “where two or three
have gathered together in my
name, I am there among them.”
God be praised for that.
Revd. Rodger Place

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Service Roster

You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in October listed below.

St Francis
Thursday 4th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 7th
10:30am Holy Communion with
prayer and anointing for healing
Thursday 11th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 14th
10:30am Holy Communion
Thursday 18th
10:00am Holy Communion
4.30pm Messy Church
Sunday 21st
10:30am Creative Communion
Thursday 25th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 28th
10:30am Morning Worship

St Wilfrid’s
Tuesday 2nd
10:30am Holy Communion at Fernbank
Wednesday 3rd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 7th
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
12.30pm Baptisms
5:00pm Inspire
Monday 8th
10:30am Holy Communion at St
Wilfrid’s Court
Wednesday 10th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 14th
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Family Communion and
Harvest Festival
Wednesday 17th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 21st
10:30am Family Service
12:00noon Baptisms
Wednesday 24th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 28th
8:00am Holy Communion - See Below
10:30am Holy Communion with prayer
and anointing for healing
Wednesday 31st
9:30am Holy Communion
There will not be an 8:00am service
on 28th October. Instead the 8:00am
congregation is invited to join the
Thanksgiving & Farewell service for
Glenda at 10:30am. St Francis folks
will be joining us then too. Pete

Methodists
Brayton
Sunday 7th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 14th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 21st
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 28th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship @ St
Wilfrid’s
Burn
Sunday 7th
9:15am Morning Worship
Sunday 14th
10:00am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 21st
10:30am United Morning Worship @
Hambleton
Sunday 28th
10:00am Morning Worship
Thorpe Willoughby
No Methodist services at Thorpe in
October - all services are Anglican
this month.

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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(01405 869701)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
Revd. Glenda Webb
Revd. Rodger Place
Revd. Roy Shaw
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Church Wardens
Claire Hodgson
Iain Nutt
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Claire Hodgson
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton YO8 9HE
glendamwebb@gmail.com
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
revroyshaw@gmail.com

(01757 704707)
(07871 241933)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com

(01757 711586)
(07544 510390)

Treasurer
Jill Clarke
(01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Director of Music
Cliff Pritchard
(01757 704895)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Pat Griffiths
(01757 705793)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers’ Union/Book Club
Barbara Richardson
(01757 704121)

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 711586)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com

St Francis Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@gmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Revd. Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very
grateful for their help in the parish)
Reader
Jackie Jackman

Officers
ECC Secretary
Mrs Jan Tetley
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Acting Treasurer
Joy Piper

Extended Online Version

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 706475)

Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com

(01757 707987)

(01757 292531)
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Churchwarden’s Big Band Night. A reminder that the Allsortz Swing Band is to feature in the Big
Band Night on the 10th November at Brayton Community Centre from 7pm to 11pm. A chance to
have a dance and socialise. There will be a bar provided by The Grey Horse, Brayton. The cost of the
tickets is £15 which will be on sale soon. All proceeds will go towards the repair of St Wilfrid’s tower
which is in need of some TLC. Claire and Iain
Wine and Wisdom Quiz. In St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall on Saturday 17th November 2018. To include
supper! Details are still being resolved but probably 7.00pm for 7.30pm. Pat
Autumn Fair. Saturday 24th November, 10:00am to 1:00pm. Come along and purchase Christmas
presents from the many stalls including craft, cake, books, cards and nearly new toys. Donations for
the tombola and raffle prizes most welcome. Please leave them at the back of Church. Also help on
the day would be most appreciated. Lis
The Social Committee is formulating its schedule of events for 2019. We would be delighted to
hear of any ideas for new events. We will still be hosting the Burns Night Supper, Tea@Two, and
probably a beetle drive, but if there is anything else that folks would like to see, please let us know.
Margaret & Pat

Mission Mbabane. The boxes are to be collected during November: it would be helpful if you could
please bring your box to church any Sunday or to the Autumn Fair. If anyone else would like to
donate to this worthy charity could you please contact me on 01757 704414. Thanks. Lis

St Francis’ Notices
Quiz & Supper Evening. Saturday 20th October at 7:00pm. Tickets cost £7 per person. Maximum
of 6 people per team 6. This is a popular event and booking is essential...don’t delay! 01757 708128. Pat

www.StWilfridsParish.com
facebook.com/stwilfridsbrayton/
St Wilfrid’s is a Registered Charity No 1169956
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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From the Parish Registers
Funerals

Weddings

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:

We offer our congratulations to:

21st August

1st September

Luke Kitson & Teagan Teasdale

Edna Storrow (91) at York Crematorium
19 September
th

Jean Cameron Dye (76) at St Wilfrid’s

Baptisms

Floodlights

We welcome into the Christian family:

The floodlights were lit for:

2 nd September

26th September

Samuel Jarvis

In Loving Memory of Donald Coughlan

16 September
th

Elijha Edson

St Wilf’s
Sudoku #1
I don’t normally bother with
puzzles, but I had some spare
room so here is a Sudoku for
you to try. It’s a little known
fact that St Wilfrid was a big
Sudoku fan. *
Just bung in some numbers
anywhere in the grid whilst
drinking a cuppa, eating a
KitKat ** and listening to the
radio. That’s what I do anyroad.
I might let you have the
answers next month if I can be
bothered remember. Enjoy!
John Clarke

* This is very doubtful...
** other chocolate biscuits

5 4 9
1 8
2
8
7
5
9

are available.
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Methodist News
Chapel Life in Ordinary October
October tends to be an ordinary
month in terms of Methodist
activities. Even the Sunday titles are
Ordinary – Ordinary 27 through to
Ordinary 30. From Trinity Sunday
(on May 27) for six months to the
end of November (when we have
the Sunday before Advent) and the
start of a new Christian year, we
just have one Ordinary Sunday after
another. Our friends in the Anglican
Church have Proper Sundays rather
than Ordinary ones. Take your
pick as to whether you want to be
Ordinary or Proper but please don’t
ask me why we have both or what
the difference is (if any). I’m not that
knowledgeable!
But it does make me think how
important ordinary things are. Most
of us are just ordinary people living
ordinary lives, living in ordinary
houses and doing ordinary things.
But, often, God uses ordinary people
to do extraordinary things. The
apostles Peter, Andrew and their
mates were just ordinary fishermen
who finished up doing fantastic
things for God. And I know ordinary

So back to the ordinary. There
are the normal and usual services
each Sunday morning, preceded
by our prayer fellowship. During
the Welcome Service for our new
minister, Rev Philip Macdonald, on
September 1st , the District Chair
(our equivalent of a Bishop) used the
words “Rejoice in hope, be patient
in suffering, persevere in prayer”
(Romans 12.12) as a basis for his
sermon and he made the point that
we should be regularly praying for
those involved in leading worship

“But it does make me think
how important ordinary
things are. Most of us are
just ordinary people living
ordinary lives, living in
ordinary houses and doing
ordinary things
people in Brayton who have done,
and are doing, extraordinary things,
often things they never thought
they had the capability of, because
of their trust in the power of God.
Long may it continue.
www.StWilfridsParish.com

before the start of a worship service.
When I heard that, I thought “We
are doing that every Sunday morning
during our prayer fellowship” so it
is good to know that we are doing
something we ought!
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Shafts of light!
But then I noticed shafts of light
bringing new illumination to the
month. It is not as ordinary as I first
thought.
The Open the Book (OTB) team
have started their ninth year of
bringing the Bible to life through the
telling of the key stories in an exciting
and dramatic way to the children in
our local primary school. For the
last eight years, the OTB team have
used a scheme which progresses
the Bible stories from the Creation
through to the adventures of Paul.
Now they are using Bible stories
which focus on 15 Christian values
(such as wisdom, thankfulness, love),
the same values used by the school
in their curriculum.
Then there will be the service
when we are not in the chapel. On
October 28, we have been invited to
share in Rev Glenda Webb’s farewell
service at St Wilfrid’s. We were
delighted, in the spirit of ecumenical
togetherness, to have this invitation
so, on that Sunday, we will close our
chapel doors and travel together up
the road to our parish church for
this special service.
October is also the month
when we have our Church Council
Meeting. That may sound boring
Extended Online Version

and sometimes it is. But it is also
our opportunity to reflect on the
mission of our church and how we

a Dementia presentation. Now, I
know, that might sound depressing
but how many of us know somebody,

“That may sound boring and
sometimes it is. But it is also our
opportunity to reflect on the
mission of our church and how
we can best we can fulfil that
mission
can best we can fulfil that mission.
One final focus for this month is

perhaps in our own family or our
circle of friends, who has had or has

dementia in some form or other?
Probably all of us? One of our
Yorkshire area ministers, Rev Dr
Pat Malham, is an expert in helping
people to understand the problems
and consequences of dementia and
she will be leading a presentation on
this very important issue on Saturday
October 20 at Portholme Church in
Selby. If this is of interest to you, feel
free to join us from 9.30 am.
October may be an ordinary
month but there are some wonderful
shafts of light illuminating its days.
Tony Service

A Loo Break
The UK has excellent toilets available
to us all, but other countries are
not so fortunate. The Tearfund
toilet twinning initiative was taken
up with gusto by St Wilfrid’s Junior
Church: they placed jam-jars in the
Parish Hall lavatories for users to
add a coin or two when they ‘spent
a penny’! They also made up some
lovely little soap and pot-pourri bags
to sell after the Sunday service.
Each twinned toilet cost £60 and
enough money was raised to twin 3
loos. I particularly like this one from
Zambia. With a cloth door it looks
like a ‘whistler’ to me, and I’m not
sure that I could fit into it without
bending over; a tricky manoeuvre if
one is desperate!
So well done Junior Church! You
have done superbly well to twin 3
toilets, and I for one salute you.
John Clarke

Extended Online Version
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Harvest Thoughts
Genesis 2. 9, 15-17; 3. 1-13
& Revelation 22.1-5
In both our worship centres this
month we will be celebrating
Harvest. It’s that time of year when
we think especially about growth
and flourishing, traditionally the
growth and flourishing of the crops
in the fields. Our consideration of
this enable us, above all, to focus
on being grateful to God for his
many blessings to us, yes, for food,
certainly, but the whole range
of ways we find ourselves the
object of God’s lavish generosity:
homes, families, friendship, work,
comfortable retirement, health, and
our enormous wealth in comparison
to the vast, vast majority of earth’s
inhabitants. Not just in far flung
corners of our world but also on
our doorstep.
There are 2 very famous trees
described in Genesis, and they
symbolise the kind of life God wants
for us and the kind of life he doesn’t.
In Genesis we read of God placing
man and woman in a beautiful garden
full to overflowing with abundance;
everything they need is there. In the
middle of the garden are 2 trees,
one, the Tree of Life, brings life;
it’s a beautiful image of aliveness,
fruitfulness,
strength,
thriving,
growth, life at the centre of God’s
loving will and purposes for us. The
other, the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil, ultimately brings
death. Why?
Well, it speaks about our human
desire to play God, specifically to
think we have the capacity to judge,
to judge as God does. This judging
works at 2 levels:
1. We believe we have the capacity
and right to judge ourselves: to
judge ourselves capable of making
decisions without reference
to God. i.e. to think we know
www.StWilfridsParish.com

what’s best for ourselves. This
inevitably means, that through
our judgements, our decisions
about who we are and what we
think is best for us, we frequently
put ourselves in places where
we don’t experience the full
aliveness God alone longs for us
to know. We live lives half alive
at best, lives that are less than
the growth and flourishing God
wants for us.

“...we frequently
put ourselves in
places where we
don’t experience
the full aliveness
God alone longs
for us to know
2. We believe we have the capacity
and right to judge others. The
danger lies in this: that while God
judges with wisdom, fairness,
truth, mercy and the desire to
restore, we frequently judge out
of ignorance, bias, the desire
to retaliate and tendency to
devalue. i.e. when we judge, we
inevitably misjudge. This leads to
less than life giving engagement
with others, which eventually
brings less life, less aliveness, less
peace and joy, less growth and
flourishing to us.
Genesis presents us with a daily
choice between the fruit of 2 trees:
* Do we pluck from the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil,
trying to play God by spending
our lives misjudging ourselves
and others?
* Or do we choose the Tree of
Life, the tree of true aliveness in
God? By living with God at the
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centre of who we are and how
we live, do we reach out daily to
enjoy the fruits he offers us, of
growth and flourishing, so that
we continue to see and value the
goodness of creation and reflect
in our living God’s image in us?
This Tree of Life in Genesis finds its
fullest expression in the person of
Jesus, God himself who so achingly
longed for us to be fully alive in him.
That’s why Jesus can say in John
(10.10): I have come that you might
have… what?...just “life”? No, life in
all its fullness. Jesus came so that
we could have God in abundance:
beneath, above, around and within
us. I have come that you may pick
from the Tree of Life that is me, says
Jesus. Pick all you want!
Wonderfully, we find the same
tree at the beginning and at the
end of the Bible’s narrative. The
Tree of Life that was at the heart
of the Garden in Genesis stands,
in Revelation, at the heart of the
renewed heaven and earth. As for
the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil, with all its deception, its
capacity to lure us away with the
empty promise of power and life- it
is gone forever. Gloriously the Tree
of Life brings healing to everyone; in
its shade and by its leaves all people
are wondrously, breathtakingly,
indescribably, made fully alive.
As we celebrate harvest, let’s
celebrate above all God’s call to be
fully alive in him, to be a people, not
of deathly misjudgement, but full of
burgeoning growth and flourishing,
energised by his love and purposes
for our lives and the life of the world.

Revd. Pete Watson
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What We can Learn from Penguins
Penguins eh? Do you remember the
penguins in the David Attenborough
Frozen Planet television programme,
collecting stones with which to
make a sort of “nest”. One of them
even stole a neighbour’s stone?
What sort of nest can be made of
stones? And as for stealing them
from a close neighbour, well...
But it set me thinking. Humans
are not much different to penguins
in some ways. Sure enough we
collect more sophisticated stuff
than stones; I collect vinyl records
and old film cameras, most of which
I don’t use. I have so many records
that I can’t remember acquiring
some of them. In a real sense this
non-use makes them worthless. I’m
a miser of the useless! No doubt I’ll
keep all of this stuff until we move
to a smaller home or I die, at which
point my children will do the decent
thing and get rid of it all.
It appears that I’m not alone, but
at least I can count myself lucky
that I’m not a hoarder. How much
stuff do you have? Do you find it
really hard to throw things away?
The problem is so serious for some

people that hoarding has now been
classified as a medical disorder. The
World Health Organisation (WHO)
says this could benefit thousands
of people, because they will finally

“…life does not
consist in an
abundance of
possessions
qualify for medical help.
But lots of us like our stuff without
being ill. So, what does it take to
‘qualify’ as a real hoarder? About
2 to 5 per cent of us exhibit some
symptoms. WHO defines it as
someone with an ‘accumulation
of possessions due to excessive
acquisition of, or difficulty discarding
possessions, regardless of their
actual value.’ Only a committee
could come up with such a definition.
But it is a real issue. For example, a
hoarder might have a cup of tea –
but then be unable to throw away
the used tea bag.
Signs of a problem hoarder

include: keeping items of absolutely
no value, such as junk mail and old
newspapers; struggling to organise
themselves and make decisions;
an over-attachment to various
items; and increasing difficulty with
everyday tasks.
The results can be awful: living
spaces fill up with clutter that
makes the proper use of the room
impossible, and even dangerous.
Such impairment will slowly ruin
a person’s personal, family, social,
educational, and working life.
Anyone who is a serious,
compulsive hoarder needs help.
The mental health charity Mind may
be useful for starters: www.mind.
org.uk as might be the St Wilfrid’s
Wellbeing Cafe.
Luke 12:15 reminds us: “…life
does not consist in an abundance of
possessions.”
Now I really must find that old
copy of The Dark Side of the Moon...

John Clarke

Fabien Barral
Extended Online Version
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Happy Birthday Wellbeing Cafe!
Claire Hodgson
Claire Hodgson

On Monday 10th September the love of Christ who comes
2018 the St Wilf’s Wellbeing beside us, if we let Him, in our
Café celebrated its first deepest pain. Jesus will never
birthday! Is it really a year since turn us away, regardless of our
the Café started?
background.
We enjoyed a special
As well as meeting for
thanksgiving service, followed coffee (and of course cake!) we
by a buffet lunch. We had a occasionally produce crafts to
great turnout that
raise funds. We are
“We
have
been
included
many
currently looking
people from within extremely
for donations of
the St Wilfrid’s blessed over
chocolate
bars,
community,
and the last year, mixed sizes, to
members of the and we go
turn into Santa
local clergy &
Sleighs to sell at
from
strength
council employees;
the Autumn Fair. If
it was an excellent to strength
you can help please
opportunity
for
leave
chocolate
them to see what we do.
bars at the back of Church.
We have been extremely
I would like to say a
blessed over the last year, and huge “thank you” to all our
we go from strength to strength. volunteers, past and present,
The purpose of the Café is for your help and support over
to provide support in a safe the past year. Without your
loving Christian environment help we would never have got
where Christ is very much at to this point.
the centre of what we do. The
Café is about us being disciples
Claire Hodgson
of Jesus in a world where there
is so much pain, and to enable
others to live their life in all of
its fullness by showing them
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilf’s Tower
The St Wilfrid’s Church Tower is
in need of repair. Elsewhere in this
month’s Connected you will see
notices about the Churchwarden’s
Big Band Night (which I urge you
to support - Music! Dancing! Beer!
What’s not to like!) but I would also
like to draw your attention to the St
Wilf’s easy fund raising page.

The idea is that every time you
buy something on the t’interweb
you access the suppliers website
through the Easy Funding page.
You shop as normal and St Wilfrid’s
receives a small donation from the
supplier. You have to register with
the site but no financial information
is required and it all seems very

secure to me.
Everyone wins. All of the big name
internet shopping sites are present.
Why not give it a try? Every little
helps...
John Clarke

Thorpe Remembers
On a lovely sunny afternoon on
Saturday 1st September, a service of
dedication and blessing was held on
the green at Thorpe Willoughby. As
part of the Open Spaces initiative
ideas had been sought from the
Thorpe population for ideas for
the village green. Les Pearce had
suggested the creation of a memorial
to those who had died in conflicts
around the world. Sadly Les died in
2016 but his idea was taken forward
by Judy Pearce in conjunction with
Thorpe Willoughby Parish Council.
The idea was to erect a stone
memorial in an area of the
village green. The memorial was
commissioned from Brackenhill
Quarries, who are located near
Pontefract, and on the 1st September
around 60 residents and folks
from surrounding areas, gathered
to hear Revd. Pete Watson bless

All images John Clarke
www.StWilfridsParish.com

the memorial. The service was
short, but to the point, and nondenominational as befitting Les’
original proposal. Following the
blessing the crowd was entertained
by local daughter/father guitar duo
Isabella and Will with renditions of
‘My Church’ by Maren Morris, and

“We Shall
Remember
Them
Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’.
The memorial was unveiled by
David Buckle, Chair of Selby District
Council, aided by Sylvia Parkinson,
Chair of Thorpe Willoughby Parish
Council. The last post was played
by the South Milford Royal British
Legion and the ensign lowered. “We
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Shall Remember Them”.
The memorial is located in a
prominent position in a newly
created seating area on the village
green. It promises to be a calm and
reflective area for people to enjoy
for years to come.
Sylvia Parkinson “thanked all
those who helped create the
memorial garden and stone. We
are very pleased with the work that
Brackenhill Quarries have done in
carving the memorial.” She also
thanked all of those who had helped
make the day so special, and Isabella
and Will for their beautiful music.
The event ended with the
usual drinks and cake in the warm
afternoon sunshine.
John Clarke

Extended Online Version

Extended Online Version
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St Francis - the Simple Life
having sold some of his father’s
cloth to pay for materials. His father
was not amused, in fact he was
furious - until Francis renounced
his inheritance and even his clothes
by his dramatic stripping off in the
public square of the town. The

immensely popular. He died after a
prolonged illness at the age of 45,
and was canonised in 1228.
Francis’ close rapport with the
animal creation was well known.
The story of his preaching to the
birds has always been a favourite

Bonnie Kittle

St Francis’ day is celebrated on 4th
October, and this year it coincides
with the 40th Anniversary of
St Francis Church in Thorpe
Willoughby (report next month).
St Francis lived between 1181
and 1226, and he is surely one of
the most attractive and best-loved
of all the saints. But he began by
being anything but a saint. Born the
son of a wealthy cloth-merchant of
Assisi, Francis’ youth was spent in
fast-living, parties and on fast horses
as a leader of the young society of
the town. Then he went to the war
between Assisi and Perugia, and was
taken prisoner for a year.
By the time of his release, Francis
had changed. Perhaps his own
suffering had awakened him to that
of others. In any case, he abandoned
warfare and carousing, and began to
help the poor and the lepers of his
area. Then one day a voice which
seemed to come from the crucifix
in the small, semi-derelict church of
Damiano Assisi ‘Go and repair my
house, which you see is falling down’.
This religious experience was a

“Francis
renounced his
inheritance and
even his clothes
by his dramatic
stripping off
in the public
square of the
town”
vital turning point in Francis’ life:
Jesus Christ became very real and
immediate to him. His first action
was to begin repairing the church,
www.StWilfridsParish.com

Bishop of Assisi provided him with
simple garments, and Francis began
his new life.
His inspiration was always
religious, not social, and the
object of his quest was always the
Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty
for her own sake. Francis rebuilt
San Samiano, and then travelled as
a pilgrim. His compassion for the
poor and lepers became famous.
Soon disciples joined him, and they
set up a communal life in simple
wattle and daub huts. They went
on occasional preaching tours. (Not
until later did they become an Order
whose theologians won fame in the
Universities.)
In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land,
and his illusions about the Crusaders
were shattered. He went on to seek
out the Sultan, and tried to convert
him. Back home, he found his Order
was now 5,000 strong, and growing.
Francis stepped down as head,
but continued to preach and was
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scene from his life. He also tamed
the wolf of Gubbio. This affinity
emphasises his consideration for,
and sense of identity with, all
elements of the physical universe, as
seen in his Canticle of the Sun. This
makes him an apt patron of nature
conservation.
The 20th century witnessed
a widespread revival of interest
in Francis. Sadly, some films and
books caricatured him as only a
sentimental nature-lover or a hippie
drop out from society. This ignores
the real sternness of his character,
and his all-pervasive love of God
and identification with Christ’s
sufferings, which alone make sense
of his life.
John Clarke
(With help from Parish Pump)
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Rosalind Lonsdale
At our meeting on September
13th we had a most interesting
and informative talk from Michael
Kealing from the stroke unit at York
hospital. He stressed how vital it is
to spot the early signs of a stroke
and to act immediately by calling 999.
This is a frightening illness but it was
very reassuring to hear how quickly

patients are assessed if a stroke is
suspected. The treatment which can
take place very soon after a patient
has been admitted to hospital is very
effective in helping to make a good
recovery. The stroke unit in York
has an excellent reputation.
We had a successful coffee
morning in spite of the wet day and

Rosalind Lonsdale

the profits will be shared between
our AFIA scheme giving a caravan
holiday to families or anyone in
need and an overseas project. Last
year our Mothers’ Union in this
country raised £100,000 to support
communities at home and abroad
in our summer of hope appeal for
people in desperate need.
In October we shall be providing
a buffet lunch for couples attending
a marriage preparation course as
part of our support for marriage
and family life. At our meeting on
October 11th at 2 pm we shall have
Gill Guilliat speaking about her
creative icing skills. Visitors are
always welcome
Barbara Richardson
(On behalf of Brayton
Mothers Union )

Extended Online Version
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Health & Wellbeing
Gentle Movement

Wellbeing Cafe

Wine & Wisdom

Mondays 2:00 to 3:45pm
St Francis Church

Mondays 10:00am to 11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 17th November 7:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sitting down exercises for all ages
and for your own capabilities; free
but donations accepted for church
funds. We are a warm friendly
group, so why not come and join us;
or come for company, coffee and
cake! More information from me on
07821 257923. Jean

A facility for those with Mental
Health conditions; support for
those affected by mental health
conditions by providing a safe open
space in Christ’s love, compassion
& acceptance. Contact me for more
information 01757 711586. Claire

A quiz that includes wine! Really!
Wine, and supper! This doesn’t get
any better - see you there! Tickets
available soon. Contact me for
more details on 01757 705793. Pat

Gardening

One Lump or Two?

Churchyard Tidying

Coffee Morning

Coffeemates

Saturday 27th October 9:30am
St Wilfrid’s Church

Saturday 13th October
10:00am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Wednesday 31st October
10:00am–12:00noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Help tidy the Church Yard! Come
along and get really muddy! We
have tea or coffee, plus biscuits
at mid-morning to help raise
the spirits! Finish about 12noon.
Everyone welcome! John & Jill

The Craft Group Coffee Morning
this month will be offering a
selection of items on the basis of
“shop early for Christmas”
and will also have Martin House
Hospice Christmas cards for sale
on behalf of the hospice. See you
there! Linda

Open on the last Wednesday of
the month. Why not come along
and join us for tea/coffee and home
made cakes. Meet your friends
and make new ones. There is a
children’s corner, book swopshop
and a warm welcome. We look
forward to seeing you there. Lynn

Reading...
Coffee Morning

Coffee For All

Book Club

Saturday 6th October
10:00am to 11:15am
St Francis Church

Every Tuesday 10:00am
St Francis Church

Thursday 25th October 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Books, cake stall, raffle. Everyone
is very welcome to join us for great
refreshments and jolly company.
See you there! Pat

Come along & join us: the church
will be open for anyone to ‘drop-in’
to enjoy coffee and biscuits. Chat
with friends, make new friends,
relax & unwind. Jackie

This month the book club will
meet to discuss New Boy by Tracy
Chevalier. Anyone interested is
very welcome to come along.
Barbara

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Crafty Folks
St Francis Crafters

St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

St Wilfrid’s Patchwork

Wednesdays 2:00–4:00pm
St Francis Church

Tuesday 9th & 30th Oct 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 29th Oct 2:00–4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome, from
beginners upwards, or if you just
want to chat with a friendly group
of people. Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Come along and catch up with
crafty projects whilst sharing ideas
over a cuppa. For more information
contact me on 01757 704944.
Linda

Last Monday in the month. This is
not a class to learn needle craft,
but a relaxed group of people who
would like to experiment with
patchwork. Bring any materials and
ideas you may have, and we can all
help each other! Contact me for
more details on 01757 705793. Pat

Women Matters
the Mothers’ Union

Brayton WI

Thorpe WI

Thursday 11th October 2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 8th October 2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 11th October 7:30pm
St Francis

At our next meeting Gill Guilliat
will speak about her creative icing
skills and courses that she runs.
Anyone interested is very welcome
to attend. Barbara

The speaker will be Dulcie Lewis,
who will talk about Curious Cures.
For further information please
contact me, 01757 702209. Jean

This is the Annual Meeting. The
speaker will be Irene Aldred
who will speak about Happy Feet.
Visitors are very welcome. For
further information contact me on
705357. Barbara

Children and Young People
Yorkshire County women

Friday Fun Club

Junior Church

Tuesday 2 nd Oct 2:00–4:00pm
St. Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Fridays 1:30–3:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sundays St Wilfrid’s Church
& Parish Hall

Harvest Festival. Please remember
to bring items for the Produce
Table. All welcome, why not come
along?. Contact me for more
information 01757 703901. Alda

We are a toddler group for babies
and pre-school children and their
parents/carers. Come along for
stories, songs, play, coffee and chat!
For more details please contact
me on 01757 704303 or cathy.
rodgers@gmail.com. Cathy

Meet in church, before leaving
to join the appropriate group Adventurers (year 6 +), Pathfinders
(years 3 to 5) or Discoverers
(reception to year 2). We also
have a crèche for younger children.
New members welcome to join
us! Cathy, Charlotte, Martha &
Michaela

Extended Online Version
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St Wilfrid's
Autumn Fair
Brayton

24th November
10am-1pm
Come along and purchase
your Christmas presents
from the many stalls
including cra�t, cakes,
books, cards, and nearly
new toys. Refreshments in
the Church Hall
For more details contact
Lis Middup 01757 704414

BIG BAND NIGHT!
with

AllSortz band
in aid of
St Wilfrid’s
Church Tower
Repair Fund

Saturday 10th November 2018 - 7pm to 11pm
Brayton Community Centre
Tickets £15

