Welcome
to the January 2019 edition of Connected.
Happy New Year everyone!
This month Revd. Roy Shaw wishes
us more than Happy New Year –
happiness, of course but also justice,
peace, harmony, and opportunities
for our potential to be released.
Amen to that. Tony Service provides
an update on the Methodist Circuit
in Selby, and notes the importance
of the affirmation contained within
the Covenant Service. Irene Pope
comments on the Blue Christmas
period of reflection held in St Wilfrid’s
and Jill Clarke reports on the Brayton
Mothers Union meeting held earlier

in the month. For those who read
this magazine there is also a note
from Dave Mitchell on clematis and
dogwoods in the garden. For those
with an eye to detail I recommend
looking out for the dogwood near to
the Parish Hall which look splendid at
this time of year.
The remainder of the magazine
was written by me; for which
I apologize profusely! My usual
contributors were busy eating mince
pies this month…
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5 a year

(£4 for pensioners) by subscription,
or you can pick up a copy for 75p in
Brayton Post Office or from any of
the Churches mentioned within these
pages. Subscriptions run from June
each year. You may also download
Connected free from the St Wilfrid’s
website www.stwilfridsparish.com.
Contributions are always gratefully
received, by the 11th of the month
please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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Twelve Days of Christmas celebrations
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worry - it won’t be long before September
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when the High Street starts to remind us

in 1843, Charles Dickens published ‘A

the workhouses. ‘A Christmas Carol’ really

that it isn’t far away…

Christmas Carol’ and, although he was
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It wasn’t always so. After the English Civil
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that he had written about. No longer did
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more joyful times that his forebears had

people work on the day itself however the

abolished
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known, what he really wanted was a profit
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achieved until our own recent times. But
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had been bleak; he worked in a boot-
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the industrial revolution had changed the

life. Ironically, through this best-seller of

they could also find time to spread a little

face of England. Villagers moved to the

miserliness, oppression and poverty he

goodwill among the poorer people of the

towns and cities in their 1000s. Industrial

became rich. All of the money he made

towns. Cromwell tried to kill Christmas,

output was the prime mover, and the rural

turned him into a champion of the poor,

but it was saved by Ebenezer Scrooge!

th

www.StWilfridsParish.com

2

Extended Online Version

Dear Friends
A Happy New Year to all our Readers!
May it be so, although as we
look back on our experiences
of past years, we know that we
shall have our share of sadness,
heartache, trouble, if 2019
is anything like the years we
have already lived through. So I
wonder if I have wished you the
best thing possible in ‘A Happy
New Year’? ‘Happy’ depends on
what happens to us- the words
share the same root- and if
your life is anything like mine,
what happens to me is very
variable; sometimes wonderful,
sometimes much less so. And as
I am affected by what goes on
around me and what happens
to me, I am sometimes happy,
sometimes far from happy.
And as Christians, we face
a year ahead, as we do every
year, when we journey with our
Lord through the self-denial
of Lent (designed to be more
uncomfortable than happy) and
the pain of Holy Week and Good
Friday, the uncertainty of Holy
Saturday before we get to the joy
and happiness of Easter day. Our
gospel and epistle readings will
surely touch on all these themes
as we go through the rest of
the year too. Our readings
have to chime in with our lived
experience otherwise our faith
would have no substance, and
we of all people would be the
most pitiable for living in a cloudcuckoo-land where faith has no
bearing on life.
Happiness has an air of
uncertainty about it- we know
it will not last. For those who
live in the faith of Jesus Christ,
the more important, deeper
Extended Online Version

rhythms offered by the faith
include the certainty that God
will never leave us or forsake
us (just drink that in….. and
check it in your New TestamentHebrews chapter 13 verse 5)
and, that as we bring to God all
our pain and distress and misery
it can be transformed into

“So do I wish
you a Happy
New Year? If
that’s all you
want, then may
it be so. But I
think we can
do better, and
deep down,
most folk want
more than
happiness.
something beautiful for God,
something which will enhance
the common good. I think of
those many wonderful folk who
have suffered some terrible loss,
but rather than let it destroy
them, have gone on to found
charities, or raise funds to help
people like themselves in similar
pain. They are one example of a
deeper rhythm than happiness
being at work in the world.
So do I wish you a Happy New
Year? If that’s all you want, then
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may it be so. But I think we can
do better, and deep down, most
folk want more than happiness.
Justice,
peace,
harmony,
opportunity for potential to be
released, and much more; these
come easily to mind. And all of
this is part of what we work for
and pray for in our Christian
faith. So I wish you more than
a ‘Happy New Year’. May this
new year bring you a steadiness
in your faith which knows that
‘all things come from You’ and
that whatever these things are
that come to us in 2019, they
can be met from the grace of
God either with thankfulness, or
with the assurance that God will
help us through; and that ‘pax et
bonum’ (peace and goodness)
as the Latin tag has it, be yours,
be mine, be general throughout
the parish, and through all God’s
world.
God go with you through 2019.
Roy
(Revd. Roy Shaw is an Anglican
priest who, after retirement,
now lives in the parish with his
wife Mary)

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Service Roster

You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in January listed below.

St Francis
Thursday 3rd
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 6th
10:30am Holy Communion with
prayer and anointing for healing
Thursday 10th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 13th
10:30am Celtic Communion
Thursday 17th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th
10:30am Morning Worship or
Communion
Thursday 24th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th
10:30am Churches Together
Service at St James
Thursday 31st
10:00am Holy Communion

St Wilfrid’s
Wednesday 2nd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 6th
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
12:30pm Baptisms
5:00pm Inspire
Tuesday 8th
10:30am Holy Communion at
Fernbank Court
Wednesday 9th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 13th
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Family Communion
Monday 14th
10:30am Holy Communion at St
Wilfrid’s Court
Wednesday 16th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th
10:30am Celtic Communion
Sunday 20th
12:30pm Baptisms
Wednesday 23rd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th
8:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th
10:30am Churches Together Service at
St James
5:00pm Alive@5
Wednesday 30th
9:30am Holy Communion

Methodists
Brayton
Sunday 6th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 13th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 20th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Covenant Service
Sunday 27th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Churches Together Service
at St James
Burn
Sunday 6th
9:15am Covenant Service
Sunday 13th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 20th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 27th
10:00am Morning Worship
Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 13th
10:30am Morning Worship
All other services are Anglican.

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd.. Pete Watson
Revd.. Rodger Place
Revd.. Roy Shaw
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Reader in Training
Claire Hodgson
Church Wardens
Claire Hodgson
Iain Nutt
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Claire Hodgson
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze
Treasurer
Jill Clarke

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton YO8 9HE
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
revroyshaw@gmail.com

(01757 704707)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com

(01757 711586)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com

(01757 711586)
(07544 510390)

Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Organist/Pianist
Edwin Davis
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Lonsdale

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 711586)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
(01757 708646)

St Francis Clergy & Officers

Clergy
Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd.. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd.. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd.. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@gmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful
for their help in the parish)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
porgles.pogs@icloud.com
(01757 706475)
Officers
ECC Secretary
Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Acting Treasurer
Church Coordinators
Joy Piper
(01757 292531)
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Electoral Roll Officer
Fiona Richards
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)

Extended Online Version
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
St Wilfrid’s Craft Group - new meeting time.
Starting in January 2019 the Craft Group will continue to meet in the Parish Hall on the second and last
Tuesday of each month, but the time will be between 2:00pm and 4:00pm. Whilst we continue with
the current membership we hope that this will make it possible for new people to come along, with
some already having expressed an interest in the daytime meeting. There are no fees to pay but we do
like to exchange ideas and help each other in a friendly atmosphere over a cuppa, so come along and
see us with your latest project whatever craft that may be and enjoy a chat with like-minded people.
Linda
Recently Mel Allan fell ill, but thankfully he is now on the road to recovery. Mel asked me to print the
following in the pages of Connected, which I am pleased so to do:
“Thank you for all the kindness shown to me in my recent illness.”
Mel Allan

Good-Hair-Day, Rudolf Style!
Katy Clarke

I’m going to get a Rudolf Cut & Bob the next time that I pop into Talking Heads!
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From the Parish Registers
Funerals
Floodlights
We offer our love and sympathy to the
relatives of:

The Church was, or will be, illuminated in
remembrance of:

21st November
Violet May Hillbeck (88) at St Wilfrid’s
26th November
Janet Budding (80) at St Wilfrid’s
30th November
Lorelei Arthur (4) at St Wilfrid’s
4th December
Phillip Barrass (48) at St Wilfrid’s
6th December
Granville John Anthony Barnsley (Wally) (71)
at St Wilfrid’s
7th December
John Barry Trippett (Johnny) (77)
at St Wilfrid’s

13th December
In Loving Memory of Richard Doy
14th December
In Loving Memory of Don Greenhough
17th December
In Loving Memory of Audrey Bellamy
21st December
In Loving memory of Carole Doncaster-Flannery
22nd December
In Loving Birthday Memory of Ronald Doncaster
In Loving Memory of John Doy
18th January
In Loving Memory of Ann Callan

Baptisms
We welcome into the Christian family:
25th November
Willow Eve Gledhill
16th December
Max Danvers Boyle

2019

Happy New Year!

www.StWilfridsParish.com
Facebook.com/StWilfridsBrayton
St Wilfrid’s is a Registered Charity No 1169956
Extended Online Version
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Methodist News
New Year’s Greetings
On behalf of the Methodist Church,
we would like to wish everybody in
the parish, and beyond, a very happy
and peaceful 2019. We hope you
had an enjoyable Christmas period
and found joy and hope through
the Christmas message. We pray
for God’s blessing on you all and
hope that the coming year finds the
fulfilment for which you are looking.
As I write this in early December,
a lot of people are bored stiff with
Brexit and wish it could be all sorted
out. Whether people wanted to be
in or out of Europe, there is now so
much confusion and concern many
are now fearful for what the future
might be. This morning’s headline in
my newspaper declared “The day
May lost control” after the Prime
Minister lost three important votes
in Parliament. And the main Brexit
vote hasn’t taken place as I write
though we will all know by the time
you read this.
Then Sir David Attenborough told
a UN climate change summit that the
collapse of civilisation and the natural
world is on the horizon, “Right now
we are facing a man-made disaster
of global scale, our greatest threat
in thousands of years” he said. “If
we don’t take action, the collapse of
our civilisations and the extinction
of much of the natural world is on
the horizon.” The apocalypse is just
around the corner, it seems?
So where we will we be in a year’s
time, God only knows! We can only
leave it all in His hands, live our
lives in the light of the Christmas
message and put our trust in Him.
A well-known hymn has this final
verse – a relevant message in these
uncertain times.
O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guide while life
shall last
www.StWilfridsParish.com

And our eternal home.
Covenant Service (Jan 20)
As I usually comment in the January
News, this month is the focus of
our Methodist Covenant Service,
considered one of the most
important services in our Methodist
calendar and one which has featured
in our liturgy since the Methodist
Church was established nearly three
hundred years ago. It is also a service
that many other denominations are
now beginning to value and use in
their own churches.
In recent years, we have had a
Covenant Service in Selby with
several of our local churches coming
together for this very special service
but this year we have returned
to each church having their own
service. Brayton will be having theirs
on January 20 while Burn’s is on
January 6, the Sunday we specifically
designate as Covenant Sunday. (I
know it is also Epiphany but one has
to make priorities!) Both services
will be led by our minister, Rev
Philip Macdonald. It would be good
to have all the Covenant Services
on this first Sunday but, unlike
Father Christmas, Philip cannot be
everywhere at the same time!
For many years, when I have
been writing January’s Methodist
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News, I have, each year, included
the following affirmation from the
Covenant Service. It can be a difficult
response to accept but nobody ever
said that living the Christian life was
easy! After the (perhaps) pleasant
message of Christmas, this response
brings us back to earth with a real
bump! And it is something that,
I think, we need reminding of
regularly.
Minister: Christ has many
services to be done: some are easy,
others are difficult: some bring
honour, others bring reproach;
some are suitable to our natural
inclinations and material interests,
others are contrary to both; in
some we please Christ and please
ourselves; in others we cannot
please Christ except by denying
ourselves. Yet the power to do all
these things is given to us in Christ,
who strengthens us. Therefore let
us make this covenant of God our
own. Let us give ourselves to him,
trusting in his promises and relying
on his grace.
Response: I am no longer my
own but yours. Your will, not mine,
be done in all things, wherever you
may place me, in all that I do and in
all that I may endure; when there
is work for me and when there is
Extended Online Version

none; when I am troubled and when
I am at peace. Your will be done
when I am valued and when I am
disregarded; when I find fulfilment
and when it is lacking; when I have
done all things, and when I have
nothing. I willingly offer all I have and
am to serve you as and when you
choose. Glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, you are
mine and I am yours. May it be so for
ever. Let this covenant now made on
earth be fulfilled in heaven. Amen.
Every time I make this response,
a shiver goes through me as I reflect
on the reality of what I am saying.
But the joy is the knowledge that
God is always with us in both the
good times and those difficult times,
and especially those times when we
find living the Christian life far from
easy. This is a wonderful service and
we would welcome all to join us. It
can bring a whole new dimension to
your understanding of the Christian
faith.
Brayton’s Lunch (Jan 18)
Whilst the Covenant Service was
established 300 years ago, our
post-Christmas meal was initiated
somewhat more recently, though it
too has been a regular item on our
calendar for probably 15 years? Time
goes so quickly and it is so easy to
forget. It started as an evening meal
but a lunch is now more acceptable.
In recent times, we have been
to the Drax SSC and we shall be
returning there again in mid-January.
Our friends at Eggborough Chapel
will be joining us again so we are
anticipating another full room. Last
year, we had fifty people and I’m
sure we will probably exceed that
number this time. It has been, and
I’m sure it will be again, another
time of my favourite 3 F’s – fun, food
and fellowship.
Churches Together (Jan 19-27)
Churches Together is the ecumenical
Extended Online Version

group for all the Christian churches
in Selby and Brayton. It has been a
long established tradition for these
churches to come together during the

“Every time
I make this
response, a
shiver goes
through me as
I reflect on the
reality of what
I am saying.
But the joy is
the knowledge
that God is
always with
us in both the
good times
and those
difficult times,
and especially
those times
when we find
living the
Christian life
far from easy.

active supporters of these events.
On Saturday, January 19th there
will be a Quiz Evening at Portholme
which will include a fish/sausage and
chips supper.
This year the other two main
activities are Brayton based. On
the following Wednesday (January
23), there will be a Day of Prayer,
with afternoon (2.00 pm) and
evening sessions (7.30 pm) at
Brayton Methodist Church. This has
been a wonderful opportunity for
Christians from different churches
to spend time together in prayer
and we hope to see a full chapel.
On the Sunday following (January
27), we will be joining with the
other churches at St James for the
United Service which will be led by
St Wilfrid’s. Since we will all be at
St James, there will be no service at
Brayton on that Sunday morning.
I love this service, with a different
type of service each year depending
on which church tradition is leading
it. It is good to join with lots of
people from the other churches,
knowing that we are meeting and
worshipping together as Christians
Together in Christ. And there is
always more of my 3F’s in the church
hall next door after the service
– more fun, food and fellowship
(though I’m always told not to have
too much – spoils the lunch, says my
good wife!).

Tony Service

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
(January 18 - 25) for a united service
and other activities and Brayton
Methodists have always been very
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St Wilfrid’s Autumn Fair
Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I
am among them. Matthew 18:20. And thus it was during
the St Wilfrid’s Autumn Fair 2018. Although tomorrow
will be Christmas Eve and the Autumn Fair seems a
long time ago (that’s the nature of editing a magazine
– always writing about the future or the past but never
about the present) it did feel like the coming together
of the St Wilfrid’s community within the confines of the
church building.
The usual suspects were present and correct –
toiletries, tombola, raffles, cakes, jams, previously
sucked toys, books, baubles, and jewellery. The café
sold excellent teas and cakes, and Vyv revived us all with
soul food in the form of spicy soup.
Overarching thoughts of the day? Brian Crackles
selling jam ‘one for the price of two’, wonderful singing

by the children of Brayton Primary School, the queues
at the tombola, a ‘Whicket the Ewok’ knitted toy on
the craft stall, the ‘History of Bottom Burps’ found on
the bookstall, Anita guessing the weight of the cake to
within a single gram for the second year running (such
skill!) and Janet dressed as Peter Pan. I also won a bottle
of whisky in the raffle for the second time – a bit of a
disappointment since I had hoped for toiletries :)
A hearty thanks to all who took part by either helping
or spending their time and money on the day. Around
£1,420 was raised for Church funds. Particular thanks to
Lis Middup for coordinating the event.
John Clarke

John Clarke

John Clarke

John Clarke

John Clarke
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Services @ St Wilf’s

Christmas is one of the pillars of Christianity. It is more than the celebration of Jesus’ birth; it reminds us to the
truth of the Word made flesh for the salvation of all. There were many Services over the period at St Wilfrid’s, and
the images and texts below help to share the feeling of the season.

The rain on Tuesday 18th
December
was
of
biblical
proportions, so the carols where
sung in the Primary School! Mince
pies and coffee were consumed in
large amounts!

Claire Hodgson

Carols on
the Green

Katy Clarke

Fernbank Court

John Clarke

Nine Carols
& Lessons

Another rainy day! But Junior
Church braved the weather and
visited Fernbank Court to join the
residents in carol singing on Sunday
23rd December. It was lovely to
see young and young at heart folks
sharing in the Christmas festivities.

A beautiful candle lit celebration
on the evening of 23rd December.
The story of the fall of humanity,
the promise of the Messiah, and
the birth of Jesus told in nine short
Bible readings from Genesis, the
prophetic books and the Gospels,
interposed with the singing of carols,
hymns and choir music.

www.StWilfridsParish.com

12

Extended Online Version

Iain Nutt

Crib Service
Creative Chaos for all the family!
Fancy wearing tinsel? Ever wanted
to be a shepherd, king, sheep, angel,
cow or turkey? Then this is the
service for you; the ideal start to
Christmas for all families!

Midnight Holy Communion spanning
the close of Christmas Eve and the
start of Christmas Day. Candlelit,
moving, spiritual and beautiful.

Iain Nutt

Midnight Service

Charlotte Watson

Christmas Day

Extended Online Version

Family Communion. A relaxed family
friendly communion service with a
chance to show everyone what gifts
Father Christmas has brought!
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Blue Christmas
mid-winter’.
Pete
played
the
keyboard and sung ‘Bring
it all to me’, a reflective
and moving song from
God’s perspective where
we were encouraged to
bring all our emotions
to God no matter how
uncomfortable they may
feel.
There was a time of
Bible readings, prayer,
quietness and reflection.
We were all given a very
simple paper star that we
could write on; expressing
our thoughts and feelings
and placing on the truly
magnificently lit Christmas
tree.
For me I was again
reminded that Christmas
is about our dear Lord’s
birth for he was sent from
God above to bring us
peace on earth. He is the
Light that shines in the
darkness.

Martin Pearson

As volunteers of the
Wellbeing
Café
we
were
encouraged
to
attend open church at St
Wilfrid’s on Thursday 20th
December 2018, whereby
the invitation was for
those people who find
Christmas a difficult time.
People were welcome
to pop in and out, stay
longer, sit quietly, light a
candle, talk to someone or
be prayed for. The evening
included a short service of
quietness and reflection at
Christmas-time.
Revd. Pete Watson,
Revd. Roy Shaw and
Claire Hodgson kindly
led the service and what
a beautiful service it was.
We were welcomed to
gather as friends and
strangers, with hopes and
questions, with doubts
and with dreaming in the
presence of God. We
joined together in singing
a couple of well-known
carols, ‘Silent night, Holy
night’ and ‘In the bleak

Irene Pope

Martin Pearson

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Deck the Halls!

John Clarke

Extended Online Version

John Clarke

John Clarke

John Clarke

Bernard Gath is a dab-hand with
an axe. Chip, chop, chop, chip...
pieces of bark and wood flying in all
directions as he cut into the base
of the St Wilfrid’s Christmas tree.
It’s hard not to be impressed at
his finesse in wielding such a sharp
and, frankly, dangerous instrument
without losing fingers or toes.
Eventually, with only a modicum of
heaving and pulling, the tree was
planted firmly in its very heavy
solid steel base, and adorned with a
splendid array of white lights.
And so the church was decorated
over a few hours on the morning
of Saturday 8th December by a
hearty band of volunteers aided
only by tea, coffee and mince pies.
Simultaneously the Christingle
group was busy making Christingles
ahead of the Christingle Service to
be held the following day. Under the
watchful eye of Chief Christingler
Lynn Allan, they had marshmallows
and sweets to keep them going.
Here are a few pictures that record
the day. It really is a wonderful team
occasion and to contribute towards
the decoration of the Church is the
best way to kick off the Christmas
period.

15
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Our meeting on 10th
January will be our AGM,
beginning as usual at 2pm.
Members are reminded
that subscriptions will
then be due - £26 for the
year. Non-members are
always welcome, and we
won’t be expecting you to
pay the subscription!

Jill Clarke

We finished 2018 with a
well- attended Christmas
celebration meeting. Rev
Pete accompanied us on
the keyboard for our
Candles in the Dark service
with prayers, readings, and
carols. This was followed
by a faith tea and lots of
socialising. It was great to
welcome Nora Hirst to
our meeting. Many thanks
to the MU Committee
for organising the relaxing
afternoon, and especially
to Jane for all the washing
up.

Jill Clarke
On behalf of Brayton
Mothers Union

Shrapnel
Makes a
Difference!
It’s amazing what loose change can
do. It wears holes in pockets for
starters. I separate out all of the
1p, 5p and 10p coins each week and
pop them into the Mbabane globe.
Small beer for me, but the amount
soon adds up and it can mean so
much to those who live in poverty
in Swaziland. Lis Middup does a
splendid job in coordinating the
globes, and November is that time
of the year when they are collected
and emptied, and the money sent out
to the Swaziland Schools Projects
Charity (SSP). This year £242.76 was
collected in the globes, and the PCC
contributed £393 in November.
The SSP Charity website news
section noted “Thank you to all who
donate to help children in Swaziland
stay healthy and escape poverty.
Particular thanks this month to St
Wilfrid’s Church and Brayton PCC.
www.StWilfridsParish.com

In November they published the
incredibly moving and inspirational
story of Phephile Sefundza who, despite
many struggles in life, was attending
university to study medical laboratory
sciences with help from SSP.
“Hello. I do not know
where to start, but the
financial support is making
a big difference in my life. I
have never been this happy at
school in my whole life, going
to school and learning with
a relaxed mind and knowing
that everything is in control.
I am doing very well, getting
good marks in all my modules
with an average of 79.3%.
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I start my exams soon
and I am spending sleepless
nights studying as I go to
group discussions during the
day. I am looking forward to
getting good marks in my
exams. I am so thankful to
SSP and its donors – may
God richly bless you all!”
Thank you!
Phephile”
Not bad for a load of shrapnel!
If you would like to support the
SSP why not let Lis (01757 704414)
know? She will arrange for you to
have your own Globe.
John Clarke
Extended Online Version

I will endure the darkness
because it shows me the stars
John Clarke

Revd. Glenda Webb proposed a series of
inside banners for St Wilfrid’s that would
each celebrate some aspect of the Church
calendar. The first banner celebrated
Easter while the latest commemorated
Advent.
Once again the Craft Group and other
volunteers have made a beautiful job of
the banner, and I’m sure that you will
agree with me that it creates a welcoming,
calming atmosphere in this part of the
Church, inspiring peace, quiet and prayer. I
urge you to view it in person.
John Clarke

John Clarke

Extended Online Version

17

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Posada 2018
In Mexico a Posada is a ceremonious
re-enactment of Mary and Joseph’s
search for lodgings in Bethlehem.
The celebration has been a tradition
for around 400 years. Usually it is
performed during Advent in the run
up to Christmas.
This year the Brayton Posada

consisted of a wooden nativity set,
purchased with part of a legacy from
Eileen Blacker, which travelled from
home to home in the Parish visiting
20 different addresses in the process
before arriving at St Wilfrid’s on
Christmas morning. Here are a few
photographs showing the Posada

Beth Rodgers

Beth Rodgers

John Clarke

John Cartman

John Clarke
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in some of the different locations
visited.
John Clarke

“Sorry, there’s no
room, but you could
take it round the
back to the garage,
where there are
some oxen”
18

Extended Online Version

Charlotte Watson

John Clarke

Lindsey Ward

Charlotte Watson

Martin Pearson
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Extended Online Version

John Clarke

Beth Rodgers

Martin Pearson

Margaret Seager

Extended Online Version
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Notes from the Potting Shed
Those Winter Beauties!
Wintertime always seems to be
a difficult period for finding good
plants at their best. I’d forgotten in
the narrow border against the back
of the house that Clematis cirrhosa
now filled a goodly section of the
wall of the building. It had ‘crept
up’ and was 4 or 5 feet wide and
crammed up under the eaves’. It
was in full bloom on that first day
in November. C. cirrhosa has quite
small flowers and they are like wax,
the four petals dotted with pink.
Beautiful! There is no other Clematis
that puts on a show like this. There
are a couple of other clematis that

Extended Online Version

do really well. Both yellow flowered
they come into their own just as
we enter winter, C. tangutica and
Clematis ‘Bill McKenzie’. They hang
onto their fluffy seed-heads like old
man’s beard (C. vitalba) through the
winter and can be absolutely brilliant
when they attract the frost.
Another climber is the evergreen
Clematis armandii. One of the first
out in spring it’s creamy white
flowers are so sweetly scented. I
had a customer who grew it at the
front of their house and there arose
an opportunity, because of a dead
tree, to grow it towards the light
in another direction. It did that at
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an enormous rate. It wasn’t until
I was working in the next-door
neighbour’s garden that I discovered
it had been slightly more than
rampant. It had scrambled over a
large conifer, through a silver birch
and had become a ‘sheet blanket’
many yards wide hanging through
the trees. Of course the neighbour
was absolutely delighted! Not so
the owner who demanded that it be
removed. Needless to say I delayed
the operation because it was so
fantastic!
Plant combinations are difficult to
accomplish and may happen quite by
accident. A small patch on the border
containing a miniature Japanese
green Acer has become surrounded
by dead nettles the varieties being
Lamium galeobdolen and Lamium
‘Herman’s Pride’. L. ‘Herman’s Pride’
and its sidekick have very attractive
leaf markings. Mixed in with them
is the major variegated periwinkle
Vinca major ‘Variegata’. This shows
the Acer up to advantage especially
with its Autumn colour!
The
reds
of
Hamamelis
intermedia ‘Pallida’ and another
cultivar ‘Jelina’ work well with the
red dogwood Cornus alba ‘Siberica’.
Erica carnea varieties also work
well with dogwoods. Good plant
combinations are the pride of any
landscape designer and they usually
work on a theme depending on the
soil type, the aspect of the border
and the available pH. This pH (acid
or alkaline soils) can be a bit of a
conundrum as it strongly dictates
the type of plants you can put
together. While many of us have
alkaline soils, having an acid soil can
be a real bonus and so we can plant
genera like Rhododendrons, Azaleas
(now
Rhododendron),
Acers,
Calluna, Pieris, Leucothoe and a
real favourite of mine Enkianthus
companulatus with it’s hanging
www.StWilfridsParish.com

clusters of, lily of the valley like, pink
flowers. If you ever get to Howick
Hall in Northumberland amongst
the new plantings they have some
beautiful Eucryphia and a massive
winter flowering witch hazel, the
yellow
Hamamelis
intermedia
‘Pallida’ on the front lawn.
But going back to winter flowering
plants: my favourite tree is Prunus
subhirtella ‘Autumnalis Rosea’. It
starts flowering in November and
can still be ‘at it’ in March. Really
good ground cover plants are hard
to come by and varieties of Erica
carnea and the Euonymous fortunei
cultivars can give you almost yearround colour. Euonymus will change
their habit depending on their
location. In the border they will
form a mound. Against a wall they
will continue to climb and make
a good back drop for any other
planting. Sweet smelling Viburnum’s
though not showy produce some
great perfumes during the winter on
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bare wood notably V. Farreri and V.
botnatense ‘Dawn’. The compact form
of Mahonia X media include sweet
smelling ‘Underway’ and ‘Winter Sun’.
Both excel with their erect racemes of
very fragrant flowers, great additions
to the garden.
Showing well at the Royal
Horticultural Society Gardens at
Harlow Carr in Harrogate during the
winter are a collection of Cornus.
You cannot beat Cornus sanguinea
‘Winter Beauty’ and one of the
first Cornus I ever came across C.
alba ‘Westonbirt’ named after the
Arboretum in Gloucestershire.
Something unusual is another
Cornus alba ‘Kesselringii’, a black
purple stem showing well against
any light background. For example
the arching white stems of Rubus
cockburnianus (where do these
names come from?). If you have
ever seen Harry Lauder’s walking
stick Coryllus avellana ‘Contorta’
covered with snow you will not
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forget it easily. I’m talking about the
contorted branches of hazelnut.
There is a purple variety which I
acquired recently and both produce
edible hazelnuts.
By the way, don’t be afraid of
the Latin names. There are two
advantages to them. One, they are
international so that guy in Indonesia
will be speaking the same language
as you and two, this is how you
will find them on the nurseryman’s
catalogue or when you google on
your computer!
Contact me for more information:
dave@davemitchell.me
Mobile: 07967730010
David Michell
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Health & Wellbeing

Services

Gentle Movement

Wellbeing Cafe

Messy Church

Mondays 2:00 to 3:45pm
St Francis Church

Mondays 10:00am to 11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

4:30pm till 6:00pm
St Francis Church, Fox Lane

Sitting down exercises for all ages
and for your own capabilities; free
but donations accepted for church
funds. We are a warm friendly
group, so why not come and join us;
or come for company, coffee and
cake! More information from me on
07821 257923. Jean

A facility for those with Mental
Health conditions; support for
those affected by mental health
conditions by providing a safe open
space in Christ’s love, compassion
& acceptance. Contact me for more
information 01757 711586. Claire

New dates will be coming out
soon - watch this space! You and
your family will be very welcome
to join us. A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to
Everyone! More information on
07821 257923. Jean

One Lump or Two?
Coffee Morning

Community Lunch

Coffee Morning

Saturday 5th January
10:00am - 11:15am
St Francis Church

Wednesday 6th February
12noon - 1:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 12th January
10:00am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Feeling a bit f lat after
Christmas? Come along for
some jolly company, and all the
usual goodies - including coffee,
probably. Come & join us! See you
there! Pat

Please note that there will not be a
Community Lunch in January as we
are having a lie down. Pat and Vyv

Come along to the Craft Group
Christmas Coffee Morning - coffee,
hand crafted gifts and cards, raffle
and cakes, homemade jams and
marmalades. And of course good
company! See you there! Linda

Reading...
Coffeemates

Coffee For All

Book Club

Wednesday 30th January
10:00am–12:00noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Tuesday 10:00am
St Francis Church

Thursday 31st January 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Why not come along and join us for
tea/coffee and home made cakes.
Meet your friends and make new
ones. There is a children’s corner,
book swopshop and a warm
welcome. We look forward to
seeing you there. Lynn

Come along & join us: the church
will be open for anyone to ‘drop-in’
to enjoy coffee and biscuits. Chat
with friends, make new friends,
relax & unwind. Jackie

At our next meeting will we shall
discuss, The Secret Wife, by Gill Paul.
Anyone interested is very welcome
to come along. Rosalind

Extended Online Version
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Crafty Folks
St Francis Crafters

St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

St Wilfrid’s Patchwork

Wednesdays 2:00–4:00pm
St Francis Church

Tuesday 8th & 29th Jan 2:00-4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 28th Jan 2:00–4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome, from
beginners upwards, or if you just
want to chat with a friendly group
of people. Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Note the change of time.
Come along and catch up with
crafty projects whilst sharing ideas
over a cuppa. For more information
contact me on 01757 704944.
Linda

Last Monday in the month. This is
not a class to learn needle craft,
but a relaxed group of people who
would like to experiment with
patchwork. Bring any materials and
ideas you may have, and we can all
help each other! Contact me for
more details on 01757 705793. Pat

Women Matters
the Mothers’ Union

Brayton WI

Thursday 10th Jan 2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 14th Jan 2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

The first meeting of the year will
form our AGM, so remember to
bring your purse! £26 for the year.
Non-members are always welcome,
and we won’t be expecting you
to pay the subscription! Anyone
interested is very welcome to
come along. Lynn

The speaker at our next meeting
will be Barry Walmsby, whose talk
will be 200 Years of Civil Engineering.
Visitors and new members are
always warmly welcomed. Contact
Jean Goodenough. 01757 709362

Thorpe WI

The meeting is being held in secret
this month, so we haven’t told
Clarky what its about, or where &
when its being held.
Mums the word! Shhh!

Children and Young People
Yorkshire County women

No meeting scheduled for January
- see you in February. Alda
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Friday Fun Club

Junior Church

Fridays 1:30–3:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sundays St Wilfrid’s Church
& Parish Hall

We are a toddler group for babies
and pre-school children and their
parents/carers. Come along for
stories, songs, play, coffee and
chat! For more details please
contact me on 01757 704303 or
cathy.rodgers@gmail.com. Cathy

Meet in church, before leaving
to join the appropriate group Adventurers (year 6 +), Pathfinders
(years 3 to 5) or Discoverers
(reception to year 2). We also
have a crèche for younger children.
New members welcome to join
us! Cathy, Charlotte, Martha &
Michaela
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Saturday 12th January 4-7pm
Brayton Primary School
FREE
Come and join us for
fun and games for
the whole family.
Food and drinks will be provided.
Please bring a pudding to share
If you would like more info email:
c.hodgson1979@gmail.com

