Welcome
to the June 2019 edition of Connected.
This month Revd. Pete Watson
reflects on the recent appalling
events in Sri Lanka, but also finds
hope in the aftermath as Christians
and Muslims came together.
Tony Service reports on recent
events in the Methodist circuit. As I
write this note they are celebrating
their anniversary - and I do hope
that it is going well.
Rob and Hannah Suekarran
introduce themselves, and I review
the World Championship FootGolf
that was hosted at Scalm Park
recently. Mrs Clarke remembers
the Parish Walk that took place at

the Skylark Centre in Barlow, and
Barbara Richardson reports on all
things MU.
I report on the recent Ceramic
Sale at St Wilfrid’s, and also the St
Crux day that raised over £800 for
St Francis.
Revd. Pete Watson recalls the
past year of ministry & mission,
and the joys and challenges to look
ahead to. And finally I get to print a
picture of some big kids on a bouncy
castle!
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5 a year
(£4 for pensioners) by subscription,

or you can pick up a copy for 75p
in Brayton Post Office or from any
of the Churches mentioned within
these pages. Subscriptions run from
June each year, and are now due for
2019/20. You may also download
Connected free from the St Wilfrid’s
website www.stwilfridsparish.com.
Contributions are always gratefully
received, by the 11th of the month
please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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The cover picture this month shows the All-Star Zone FootGolf team at the beautiful Scalm Park
FootGolf Arena ahead of the 2019 Championships. Note the delicate right-footed ball trapping skills!
The synchronised “hands on hips” jaunty stance! The poise and panache! “Come and have a go if you
think you’re hard enough!” The youth of today! It fair brings a tear to the eye! Just saying...
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Dear Friends
On Easter Sunday we gathered
to celebrate the resurrection
of Jesus having just heard that
a series of bombs had ripped
through several churches
and luxury hotels in Sri
Lanka. Never had the
message of Easter struck
home more powerfully
for me than during that
service. As my thoughts
were drawn to the many
innocent men, women and
children killed and maimed
in this most cowardly,
unspeakably barbaric act,
the message that death
is not the end, but a new
beginning won for us in
Jesus resonated with me
in a new and powerful
way. I found myself close
to tears several times
during the service.
I’m sure I am not alone
in
being
completely
unable to comprehend
the capacity within some
human beings to visit such
acts of pure hatred upon
their fellow human beings.
I’m also sure I’m not alone
in feeling a gnawing sense
of despair at the deep
divisions and animosity
that religious intolerance
seems incapable of shaking off,
and the violence it generates.
But, in the midst of this despair,
let me share a very short story of
breath-taking hope with you.
My elder brother, also a priest,
and his wife, were missionaries
in Sri Lanka for some years. They
worked with the Anglican Church
there. Since their return from Sri
Lanka they have kept in touch with
many friends and colleagues there
Extended Online Version

thanks to the blessings of social
media, and they’ve also managed
visits back. The short story I’m
about to share came from their

coastal town of Batticaloa. The
following Sunday the Muslims
of that community gathered
at the church, and as their
Christian brothers and
sisters met in trepidation
in the bomb-ravaged
building to worship, these
Muslim folks formed a
circle around the church
building, a circle of
protection, love, shared
grief and solidarity. The
following Friday as these
same Muslims gathered to
worship, the Christians of
that church formed a circle
around their mosque as
they worshipped.
When I heard this story,
it brought me to tears,
tears of profound joy and
hope. I offer it to you,
praying that, in the midst
of all that would seek to
lock us into despair, you
too will find yourselves
renewed in hope.
Pete Watson

contacts in Sri Lanka in the days
that followed the attacks, and
was never, as far as I am aware,
broadcast here, which is it to our
media’s shame, because in the
midst of the traumatic aftermath
of the bombings, it would have
been a source of tremendous
hope for all those struggling to
see a way ahead.
One of the churches bombed on
Easter Sunday was in the eastern
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Service Roster

You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in June listed below.

St Francis’ St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 2nd
10:30am Holy Communion with
prayer and anointing for healing
Thursday 6th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 9th
10:30am Joint Methodist-Parish
Family Communion at St Wilfrid’s
Thursday 13th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 16th
10:30am Holy Communion
Thursday 20th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 23rd
10:30am Lay-led Morning Worship
Thursday 27th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 30th
10:30am Joint Parish Holy
Communion

Sunday 2nd
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
12:30pm Baptisms
5:00pm Inspire
Tuesday 4th
10:30am Holy Communion at Fernbank
Wednesday 5th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 9th
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Joint Methodist-Parish
Family Communion
6:00pm Night Prayer
Monday 10th
10:30am Holy Communion at St
Wilfrid’s Court
Wednesday 12th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 16th
10:30am Celtic Communion
Wednesday 19th
9:30am Holy Communion
Saturday 22nd
7:00pm Thrive
Sunday 23rd
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion with prayer
and anointing for healing
12:30pm Baptisms
Wednesday 26th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 30th
10:30am Joint Parish Holy Communion
at St Francis
5:00pm Alive@5

Methodists
Brayton

Sunday 2nd
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 9th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Joint Morning Worship @ St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 16th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 23rd
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 30th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Burn
Sunday 2nd
11:00am Morning Worship
(Squadron 578 Memorial Service)
Sunday 9th
10:00am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 16th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 23rd
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 30th
10:30am Joint Morning Worship @ Hambleton
Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 9th
10:30am Joint Morning Worship @ St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 16th
10:30am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespie-ld@tiscali.co.uk
(01977 682695)

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd.. Pete Watson
Revd.. Rodger Place
Revd.. Roy Shaw
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Church Wardens
Claire Hodgson
Iain Nutt
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Claire Hodgson
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze
Treasurer
Jill Clarke

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
revroyshaw@gmail.com

(01757 704707)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com		

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		

(01757 711586)
(07544 510390)

Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Organist/Pianist
Edwin Davis
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Lonsdale

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 711586)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
(01757 708646)

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@gmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful
for their help in the parish)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
(01757 706475)
porgles.pogs@icloud.com
Officers
ECC Secretary
Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Acting Treasurer
Church Coordinators
Joy Piper
(01757 292531)
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Electoral Roll Officer
Fiona Richards
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Licensing of Rev Rob Suekarran!
I’m absolutely delighted to announce that Rev Rob Suekarran will be licensed as “20s-40s Minister” in
the parish by the Bishop of Selby on Sunday 7th July 2019 at 10.30am. This will be joint parish service
at St Wilfrid’s and will be followed by a Bring and Share Welcome Lunch for Rob, Hannah and baby
Reuben in the parish hall. Please join us for this very special service and celebration.
Pete Watson

St Wilfrid’s Summer Fair
The warm days are still some way off, but now is the time to add the date of the Summer Fair to
the diary - Saturday 22nd June 2:00pm to 4:00pm.The usual mix of stalls, games, entertainment and
refreshments. Further details to follow, but if anyone can lend a hand before the event or on the day
please let me know on 01757 704414. Lis Middup

St Francis’ Notices
Messy Church
Twice a term we run a Messy Church for families who might not want a traditional Sunday morning
Church Service. A time of creativity, worship, singing and eating! It’s all free! The next Messy Church
will be on Thursday 4th July between 4:30pm and 6:00pm in St Francis’ Church. Jean

Coffee For All
Come along & join us: the Church will be open for anyone to ‘drop-in’ to enjoy coffee and biscuits.
Chat with friends, make new friends, relax & unwind. Every Tuesday at 10:00am in St Francis’ Church.
Jackie
Coffee Corner
Come along for some jolly company, and all the usual goodies including fantastic coffee. See you there!
Saturday 1st June between 10:00am - 11:15am in St Francis’ Church. Pat

Facebook.com/StWilfridsBrayton
www.StWilfridsParish.com
St Wilfrid’s is a Registered Charity No 1169956
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
Funerals
We welcome into the Christian family:

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:

5th May
Freddie Jack Tock
Daisey Elizabeth Hanger
Brooklyn Robert David MacGregor
19th May
Cole Alexander Hartley
Charlotte Amelia Broadbent

14th May
Gwenda Jackson (80) at St Francis’’s

St Wilf’s Summer Fair is on Brayton Village
Green on Saturday 22nd June.
See you there!

Extended Online Version
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Methodist News
I Pentecost at St Wilfrid’s (June 9)
Following conversations between
our minister, Rev Philip Macdonald,
and the Rector, Rev Pete Watson,
the Brayton Methodist folk will be
transporting themselves down the
road to join St Wilfrid’s on this
Sunday for a joint service of Holy
Communion led by Philip and Pete.
They will also be joined by the folk
from St Francis. June 9th is Pentecost
Sunday when (as we read in Acts
2) the believers were gathered
together and were touched by what
seemed to be a mighty wind and
tongues of fire, the prelude to being
filled with the Holy Spirit. Pentecost
is often termed the Birthday of the
Church so it is particularly relevant
for all our Christian communities to
come together on this very special
day. We look forward to joining
with our Anglican colleagues for this
time of worship.
Year end and a couple of
special Sundays
The Christian Year begins on Advent
Sunday and finishes on Trinity Sunday,
the Sunday after Pentecost so we
see the year end in June. Focusing
on the life of Jesus, we celebrate his
birth at Christmas and his ministry
throughout Lent. We reflect on his
passion and death on Good Friday,
we celebrate his resurrection on
Easter Sunday and his ascension to
heaven. Then we celebrate the gift
of the Holy Spirit and the birthday
of the church at Pentecost and bring
the year to its glorious conclusion
on Trinity Sunday. Now we have lots
of Ordinary Sundays until we come
again to Advent on December 1st .
In the wider Methodist Church,
we have two special Sundays.
Pentecost Sunday is when we also
focus on the work of the Methodist
Homes for Aged (MHA). MHA is an
organisation that helps those in their
twilight years through residential
www.StWilfridsParish.com

homes and other means of support.
We give thanks for all those who
work in MHA, who volunteer and
who support all that is done for those
needing the care and services of this
wonderful organisation. Envelopes
are available in our churches for
people to financially support the
work of MHA and preachers will
relate their services to this work.
June 31 is Conference Sunday.
The Methodist Conference is the
governing body that determines
policy for the Methodist Church
and meets annually around the end
of June/early July. In some ways, our
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Conference could be considered
as the Methodist equivalent to
the Anglican General Synod. It
first met in 1744 (exactly 100
years before Brayton Chapel was
built!) under John Wesley, who
gathered together his assistants
(both ordained ministers and lay
preachers) to confer together about
‘what to teach, how to teach, and
what to do, i.e. how to regulate our
doctrine, discipline and practice.’
There are 306 designated and
elected people at Conference
each year, most of whom are
representatives of the 30 Methodist
Districts
in
Great
Britain.
Conference meets each year over
a nine day period in different parts
of the country. This year they are in
Birmingham from Thursday, June 27
to Thursday, July 4. On Conference
Sunday, there are special, and
very moving, services when new
ordinands are received into the
Methodist Church and ordained
into their new ministry.
On the Saturday the new President
and Vice President are inducted. The
President of Conference represents
the Methodist Church nationally and
worldwide and, for one year, acts as
its leader. The President is always an
ordained minister and, since 1992,
Extended Online Version

there have been six women in this
role. This year, Rev Dr Barbara
Glasson will become the 7th and the
third in the last three years! Barbara
is currently in Bradford working with
interfaith and women’s communities
groups. The Vice President is always
a lay person and is usually a local
preacher. The new Vice President
will be Professor Clive Marsh of
Leicester University who is an
eminent scholar in theology and
education.

now employed a Children and Family
Work Enabler, Lydia Harrison, to
work with our Circuit churches.
Lydia joined us from May 1st and has
already been involved at Brayton
with Open the Book at the primary
school, helping with the children’s
activities at our Chapel Anniversary
and helping to establish a Children’s
Fun Day at the end of May. We wish
Lydia well as she gets to know us
better and we look forward to a
new phase in our children’s work.

A new Children’s Worker
Nine years ago, Angela joined us as
our first Circuit Youth and Family
Worker, working across the age
range from tots to teens. When
she moved on two years ago, Jen
joined us as a Youth Work Enabler
and focused more on youth work
than children’s work. Richard
followed Jen last October, after
Jen’s marriage, and again has focused
on youth work. So what do we do
about our work with children? Our
Circuit Leadership Team thought
long and hard about this and decided
it was rightly part of our mission to
find the money to fund a children’s
worker. With the agreement of the
Circuit representatives, we have

Looking back – Christian Aid’s
Bridge Walk (May 11)
Those who read the May’s
“connected” may remember my item
on the Bridge Walk for Christian
Aid? It is a great opportunity of
having a scenic walk across the
Humber estuary, a great opportunity
of sharing fellowship with lots of
people and a great opportunity to
raise money for Christian Aid –
a fantastic charity, sponsored by
more than 40 churches and working
in nearly 40 countries to relieve
poverty and aid development among
people of all faiths and people of
none. Four of our Brayton folk
joined several more from our local
churches to walk the return circuit

Extended Online Version
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of about four miles (see the “official”
Goole & Selby Circuit picture).
We duly registered our presence
on arrival and found lots of people
we know. Last time we walked the
Bridge, we were sent off with a
prayer from the bishop of Hull. This
time, our own Methodist “bishop”
did the honours. Our District Chair,
Rev Leslie Newton, encouraged
our support of Christian Aid and
led us in prayer, then led us from
the CA tent by the car park to the
walkway across the bridge. In the
morning, the sun shone. As we set
off at 2.00 pm, the sun hid behind
a cloud but peeped out enough
for us to enjoy the walk across the
bridge into Lincolnshire and marvel
at the great views down the estuary
towards Hull. On the other side, we
again were stamped to prove our
presence, fortified ourselves with
drinks and biscuits and set off for
the return journey.
It was fine as we passed the first
concrete towers but then the clouds
came, turned black and the rain
started. As did the wind blowing
vigorously down the estuary and
across the bridge. By the time we
reached the half way point, we were
wet. By the time we reached the
Hessle towers, we were not only
soaked but dripping voluminously!
Like being under the Niagara Falls
for half an hour! We made it back,
were duly stamped and certified and
started the drive home. Five miles
down the M62 there was little sign
of any wetness. Back in Brayton, the
sun was peeping out and everywhere
was as dry as the proverbial bones.
Well, that’s life! What we do for
good causes! The chapel members
sponsored the walkers for well over
£100 so it was worthwhile, despite
the rain.
Tony Service

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Greetings from Rob and Hannah!
Rob and Hannah Suekarran
introduce themselves to the
Parish
“We are really looking forward to
moving to The Parish of Brayton
this summer and to meeting all of
you. In the meantime, we thought
we would tell you a little bit more
about ourselves. We both trained for
ordained ministry at Cranmer Hall in
Durham, and this is where we met.
We got married in January 2016 and
in December last year welcomed
Reuben into our family. He is looking
forward to meeting you too!”
Rob says…
I was born in the south of England,
but spent most of my formative
years in York, having moved there
when I was eight years old. When I
was sixteen, I had an early-life crisis.
I had everything I could ever want in
life, but I knew there was something
missing deep down, and I had to find
it. I went searching, and on my way I
found Jesus Christ (or Jesus found me,
depending on which way you look at
it). My life changed dramatically from
that time onwards, and it has been the
burning desire of my heart ever since
to introduce people to the God who
loves them in Jesus Christ.
Before training for ordination, I
worked as a secondary school science
teacher at Easingwold School, teaching
Biology and Physics. For the past
four years I have served my curacy
at St Mary’s Church in Strensall. The
shape of my curacy, as well as being
grounded in the bread-and -butter
of parish ministry in the Church of
England, has largely revolved around
growth, mission and evangelism.
Other than that I am a keen sports fan
and enjoy running, playing squash and
watching England Rugby Union. I also
recently bought a road bike, so I hope
to continue burning up the tarmac in
Brayton!
www.StWilfridsParish.com

I am really looking forward
to joining you in the parish
in this new and exciting
venture as part of the
Diocese of York’s goal to
‘reach those we currently
don’t’. As a 20s-40s
minister, I will be seeking
to partner with you to
discern the direction of
the Holy Spirit, with the
aim of gathering those
whom God is calling in
their 20s-40s who are
currently outside of the
church, and growing
disciples of Jesus Christ.
I look forward to
partnering with you in this
Gospel work, as the Holy
Spirit leads us.
Hannah says…
Driving to the parish
for the first time, it was
lovely to see lots of
familiar places on the road signs, as I
grew up 45 minutes away in Epworth,
near Doncaster. I made a short foray
south to study English at university,
and it was here that I rediscovered
my Christian faith, having drifted away
from church in my teens. One of my
friends there was a Christian, and she
lived out her faith in a way I had never
experienced in someone my own
age before. As I went to church with
her, and she and others answered my
questions, I came to know Jesus again
for myself. Nothing has been quite the
same since – in a really good way!
After graduating I returned north
to York, to do an internship in the
Education department of Riding
Lights theatre company. During
that time I worshipped at St Paul’s
Church in Holgate, and went on to be
Parish Assistant and then Youth and
Children’s Co-ordinator there. It was
whilst I was at St Paul’s that I sensed
God might be calling me to ordination,
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and so began an ongoing journey of
figuring out what that might look like.
Following training, I was ordained
deacon in July 2016, and served the
first two and a half years of my curacy
in the Benefice of Harton, a group of
eight rural parishes, with ten churches
serving 14 small villages. I learnt a lot
during my time in the Benefice, and
it was a privilege and a blessing to
minister there.
I am very much looking forward
to this next stage of the journey, as
I come to continue and complete my
curacy in the Brayton Parish when
my maternity leave finishes at the
end of the year. Not many people get
the opportunity to learn from two
different worshipping communities
during their curacy! I really look
forward to meeting you all.

Hannah and Rob
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On Me Head!
This dropped into my in-box a few
weeks ago:
“Hi John
Just back from taking The
Zone to foot golf. 19 young
people had a great time
playing foot golf which is
exactly what it says on the
tin… kicking footballs around
a course of 18 holes. The rain
stayed off for us and we had a
fab time. Photos if you want
them.
Thanks, Charlotte”
FootGolf? What’s that then? Turns
out that it’s played at Scalm Park golf
course where the Zone rocked up
one Friday evening. A hybrid mixture
of golf and football, played similarly
to golf, but with a football instead
of a golf ball, and the ball is kicked
rather than struck with a club. The
holes are massive and usually 21”
diameter. The player who finishes
the course with the fewest kicks
or shots wins. As I’m sure that you
will have guessed by now the game
is played with a regulation No.5
football, and the governing body
– the Federation for International
FootGolf – has a very strict dress
code, viz. “classic golf uniform
with indoor soccer or turf shoes”
for tournament play. Or trainers,
hoodies and jeans in the case of the
Zone.
Where corners, throw-ins, headers,
the off-side law, penalties, jumpers
for goalposts, free-kicks or mazy
dribbling skills fit into this is unclear,
but it all looks to be great fun.
And I expect that they all had
chips afterwards. Winner!

John Clarke
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Stickybob at Drax...
Galium aparine is a common plant
(‘aparine’ from the Greek ‘apairo’,
“lay hold of” or “to seize”, and
‘galium’ from, well, ‘galium’) that
has many names including bedstraw,
bogoff, bort, catchweed, cleavers,
goosegrass, grip grass, halfpint,
knobblyknees, robin-run-the-hedge,
stickeljack, stickyback, stickybeak,
stickybob, stickyjack, stickyweed,
stickywilly, and velcro plant.*
What do you call it? John is set
on cleavers, whilst Cathy knows it
as stickybeak. I call it goose grass.
Revd. Pete even tested its stickiness
by adding some as a belt to one of
the children’s jumpers.
This was just one of the
conversations happening whilst we
walked around the Skylark Nature
Reserve at Drax. There were 12 of
us on the Parish Walk to enjoy the
sunny warm weather on 12th May.
The transformation from spoil tip
to nature reserve with just 150mm
of topsoil showed how new life can
come from apparently discarded
waste and this was the subject of the
Bible verses Pete read as we looked
over the expanse of recent spoil.
And we certainly saw lots of
wildlife - birds, butterflies such as
orange tips and speckled woods,
masses of flowering wild flowers
including bluebells, and those in the
lead even saw a deer.
Many thanks to Iain for organising
the walk and arranging for the lovely
sunny weather. We didn’t get lost
once!

Jill Clarke

* I reckon some of these names are
made up - whoever heard of a
velcro plant? John

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Provincial President Award
On 7th May, June Houghton was
commissioned as the York Provincial
President by Archbishop Sentamu in
York Minster. June has been awarded
“Volunteer of the Year” by the
Josephine Butler Trust in Liverpool.
The Josephine Butler Trust aims to
promote the education of persons
of the Christian Faith in theology
and social sciences, both theoretical
and practical, having regard to
the principles of Josephine Butler.
Josephine was a feminist and social
reformer in the Victorian era. She
campaigned for women’s suffrage,

the right of women to better
education, the end of coverture, the
abolition of child prostitution, and
an end to human trafficking of young
women and children into European
prostitution.
This award to June is well deserved
for all the time and commitment
that she has given to the Mothers’
Union. The award carries a donation
of £1000 to be given to our charity.
Congratulations and thanks to June
from the Mothers’ Union in the
York Diocese,
Brayton Mothers’ Union is
having a fund raising Cream Tea on

Thursday 13th June in Brayton Parish
Hall from 2pm to 4pm. Tickets are
available from committee members
and only £4.
There will be a cake stall and raffle
and plenty of fellowship and fun!

Barbara Richardson
On behalf of
Brayton Mothers Union

Archbishop Sentamu
Archbishop Sentamu is due to retire on 7th June 2020, and the process of selecting and appointing a
successor has begun. The Diocese of York would like as many people as possible to participate in the
process by praying regularly for everyone involved in the discernment process and for the guidance of the
Holy Spirit in making this vital appointment. A prayer has been written for use, over the coming months,
across the diocese and beyond as below:

Faithful God,
you guide your people
and raise up leaders in every generation.
We seek the person you are calling to be Archbishop of York.
By your Spirit, give to all those involved in the appointment
good counsel, holy insight and sound judgement.
Keep the person you are calling under the shadow of your wing,
and teach us all to trust in the guidance which is yours alone,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Ceramics
Selby based artists, and St Wilfrid’s
regulars, Tracey Copestake and
Martin Pearson produced a range of
unique ceramic bowls, coasters, and
decorative pieces to help with the
Tower Restoration Fund. Inspired
by the fabric of St Wilfrid’s, they
applied malleable clay to various
surfaces within the building including
memorials, tombs, and ecclesiastical
furniture to produce unique
embossed designs on the clay. The
items were biscuit fired and then
decorated in a range of colours
and finished using spray and brush
applied techniques. The results were
wonderful. As Martin explained
“these are all hand decorated and
the finish is paint not glaze. So
probably best not to put them in a
dishwasher!”.
The ceramics were sold in the
Parish Hall throughout Saturday
18th May. Priced quite reasonably
they were snapped up by a goodly
number of people and £165 was
raised for the Tower. A further
£48.35 was made through the sale
of the ubiquitous teas & coffees plus
sandwiches and cake. It was a very
worthwhile day.
Only a few ceramic items were
left at the end, but these will be
available to buy during the Summer
Fair on 22nd June.

John Clarke
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St Francis’ @ St Crux
On Friday 10th May, St Francis took
over the church of St Crux in the
middle of York. This site is used as
a base for charitable fund raising
throughout the year.
Last year the weather in May was
warm and dry, so it was appropriate
that this year it was wet, and on the
draughty side of cold, to balance
matters. The day started early with
setting up the stalls etc., and people
were queuing to inspect the bric-abrac before opening time, no doubt
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on the lookout for bargains, and
sales were soon made.
By the time that I arrived everyone
looked frozen – but supplies of hot
drinks and food were available in
the Church, and spirits were high
boosted by the extremely large
slices of cake that were being eaten.
Most slices required a straight back
and two hands to lift them. After
half an hour I had to depart with
an owl doorstop under my arm, for
the rare chance to buy my daughter
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lunch, and I left the St Francis folks
to press on with the day.
A total of £867.80 was raised,
slightly down on last time, of which
5% was donated to Water Aid fitting given the wet weather.

John Clarke
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My Dear Sisters and
Brothers In Christ...
Another year of ministry and mission
to reflect on, another year of joys
and challenges to look ahead to!
At the end of January this year at
St Wilfrid’s we launched Alive@5,
a new family focussed worship and
fellowship opportunity at tea time
on the last Sunday of the month.
As we got nearer the launch day, I
became more excited than anyone
perhaps has a right to be about table
cloths! Why? Well, I’d asked Janet
Morley, just one of our many gifted
“crafty” folks in the parish, to make
bright and colourful tablecloths for
Alive@5, and she came up trumps!
You see, as an Alive@5 team we
wanted to create a space that was
immediately relaxing, warm and
welcoming, and the tablecloths, bold
blocks of vibrant colour, were an
important part of creating that kind
of space.
Those bright blocks of colour got
me thinking of perhaps the most
memorable moment of colour in the
Bible - the rainbow God sets in the
sky after the flood in Genesis. This
arc of colour was, above all, a sign
of hope, hope in the promise of a
renewed divine welcome, and hope
in the promise that there would
be a future. The vibrant blocks of
colour of our Alive@5 table cloths
I got so excited about remind me of
the arc of colours on the rainbow.
They remind me that, above all, our
calling here is to be a people who
make themselves available to God,
so that through us, he can bring the
hope of his welcome to our wider
community, and so that, through
us, his vision for the future, as well
as the present, of our worshipping
communities here, can be realised.
I got to thinking about what
different “divine hope-filled blocks
of colour” there are in our parish
www.StWilfridsParish.com

that seek to do just this- and there
are many:
At St Francis, the dedication to
the local community is unstinting and
takes many forms, not least in the

“Those bright
blocks of colour
got me thinking
of perhaps
the most
memorable
moment of
colour in the
Bible...
range of community groups that use
the church building: Craft Group,
Gentle Movement, Parish Council,
WI and Over 55s Club. Then there
are the church-based opportunities
for welcome in Coffee for All,
coffee mornings, and the many and
varied social and fundraising events
throughout the year. Furthermore,
as we continue to face the challenge
of joining God in his vision for the
present, but especially for the
future, we see more bright blocks
of colour in the way the St Francis
community continues to embrace
Messy Church, school ministry
such as Open the Book, and The
Building Development Project.
Whilst initially this project was
borne out of the pressing need to
address critical structural issues,
issues which remain critical, this
project has become a hugely
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significant initiative demonstrating
our determination to be people of
hope in God’s promise of a future
for this worshipping community, as
we seek to re-imagine St Francis for
the 21st Century.
What wonderful “divine hopefilled blocks of colour”!
In addition, we welcome with joy,
Christine Gillespie as new Methodist
minister at St Francis, and we look
forward to the colour she will add
to God’s vision here.
At St Wilfrid’s, the commitment
of its members to the wider
community is also very encouraging:
coffee
mornings;
community
lunches; Well-Being Café; a wide
range of social and fundraising events,
including autumn and summer fairs;
pastoral care, including through
home communions and to Fernbank
and St Wilfrid’s Court; home
groups; Connected; Blue Christmas,
and within the LYCIG frame work,
more opportunities for prayer. Also,
alongside our monthly menu of
services, services at major festivals,
all led ably musically by choir and
music group. As we continue to
face the challenge of joining God
in his vision for the present, but
especially the future, the St Wilfrid’s
community is engaged in a whole
range of other vibrant blocks of
colour: Friday Fun Club; Junior
Church & Adventurers; The Zone
and Thrive youth events; A2O bible
study for older teens, and extensive
schools’ ministry, including Open
the Book. Within the LYCIG
framework, we are extending
engagement with baptism families
and wedding couples through
ongoing
Growing
Community
events, Alive@5 and monthly pub
Beer and Banter for younger men,
and we offer a range of different
Extended Online Version

Sunday morning and evening, as well
as mid-week, worship opportunities
for folks within and outside of our
congregation to tap into and feel
welcome.
What wonderful “divine
hope-filled blocks of colour”!
Of particular significance
as we face the challenges of
how to be and grow church in
a secular world, this summer
we look forward to the arrival
of Rev Rob Suekarran, whose
ministry will focus entirely
on mission to those in the
20s-40s age group who are
almost completely absent from
our churches. He will seek to
connect with them in a way
that “traditional” church simply
is unable or even unwilling
to do. Not only this, but Rev
Hannah Suekarran (Rob’s wife),
will complete her curacy here,
when her maternity leave
ends in December. We are
extremely blessed to be having
both these ministers adding
their own unique “divine
hope-filled blocks of colour”
to our community, especially
as, together, we join God in his
vision for the present and future of
this parish. It will also be a joy to
welcome baby Reuben too!
Of course, as we use the
tablecloths at Alive@5 over and
over again in the months, and
God willing, years ahead, they will
inevitably become a bit stained and
frayed with use. That’s ok, it’s a sign
of life and purpose being exercised
well, a reflection of their messy
part in the ministry of Alive@5. In a
similar way, the blocks of colour that
are the various instruments of our
mission and ministry here, will also
find themselves at times feeling a bit
Extended Online Version

stained and frayed by the challenges
faced. Alongside the many joys and
blessings, life also tends to have
the effect of wearing us down and

leaving stains in our life, and in our
common life as a community of
Christians this is no less the case:
Disagreement over what the vision
for our parish should be, and how
we worship, not least managing the
vital processes of change necessary
to ensure a viable future here; folks
who’ve been active for years and
dedicatedly keeping the “show on
the road” getting, understandably,
more tired; less “younger” people
available, or with the capacity, to
take up the reins; discouragement
at the lack of response to the
opportunities we work hard to
offer our community to engage with
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church across the generations. All of
these things and more can feel like a
fraying and staining of our common
Christian life. But like our Alive@5
tablecloths, they reflect the
unavoidable,
often
messy,
reality of church life, mission
and ministry in the 21st C, and,
perhaps strangely, are actually
an indication that there is life
here and there is some sense of
purpose!
So, let’s be encouraged as we
move forward. The rainbow with
which God gifted humanity in
Genesis came at a time of great
turbulence and change for Noah,
his family and all peoples, offering
the breath-taking hope of God’s
renewed welcome and his
sustaining presence. So, thinking
about it, maybe I shouldn’t feel
quite so embarrassed, after all,
at how excited I got over those
colourful tablecloths, because
they remind us all of our great
Gospel calling to be those who
welcome, and those who, in
the midst of the joys, stains and
fraying that is part and parcel
of living out that great calling,
discover the rainbow colours of
God’s hope, God’s sustaining, and a
future.
So, my sisters and brothers, be
blessed as together we continue to
face the challenge of joining God
in his vision for the present, but
especially his vision for the future.
And grasp hold with joy the blocks
of bright, bold and vibrant colour
that are your unique part in making
this vision a reality!

Pete Watson
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Health & Wellbeing

Services

Gentle Movement

Wellbeing Cafe

Messy Church

Mondays 2pm–3:45pm
St Francis’ Church

Mondays 10am–11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 4th July 4:30pm-6pm
St Francis’ Church

Sitting down exercises for all ages
and for your own capabilities; free
but donations accepted for Church
funds. We are a warm friendly
group, so why not come and join us;
or come for company, coffee and
cake! More information from me on
07821 257923. Jean

A facility for those with Mental
Health conditions; support for
those affected by mental health
conditions by providing a safe open
space in Christ’s love, compassion
& acceptance. Contact me for more
information 01757 711586. Claire

Twice a term we run a Messy
Church for families who might
not want a traditional Sunday
morning Church service. A
time of creativity, worship,
singing and eating! It’s all free!
Jean

One Lump or Two?
Coffee Corner

Community Lunch

Coffee Morning

Saturday 1st June
10am–11:15am
St Francis’ Church

Wednesday 5th June
12noon–1:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 8th June
10am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Join us for coffee, cakes, and
camaraderie. Everyone welcome see you there! Pat

Homemade soup, bread and butter,
a simple dessert, and tea or coffee
for only £4. Come along and enjoy
good food and fellowship. If anyone
requires transport please give us a
call on 01757 705793. Pat and Vyv

Come along to the Craft Group
Coffee Morning - coffee, hand crafted
gifts and cards, raffle and cakes,
homemade jams and marmalades.
And of course good company! See
you there! Linda

Reading
Coffeemates

Coffee For All

Book Club

Wednesday 27th June
10am–12:00noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Tuesday 10:00am
St Francis’ Church

Thursday 27th June 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Why not come along and join us for
tea/coffee and home made cakes.
Meet your friends and make new
ones. There is a children’s corner,
book swopshop and a warm
welcome. We look forward to
seeing you there. Lynn

Come along & join us: the Church
will be open for anyone to ‘drop-in’
to enjoy coffee and biscuits. Chat
with friends, make new friends,
relax & unwind. Jackie

This month we shall be discussing,
The Lido, by Libby Page. Anyone
interested in literature is very
welcome to come along. Rosalind

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Crafty Folks
St Francis’ Crafters

St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

St Wilfrid’s Patchwork

Wednesdays 2pm–4pm
St Francis’ Church

Tuesday 11th and 25th June
2pm–4pm in the Parish Hall

Monday 24th June 2pm–4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome, from
beginners upwards, or if you just
want to chat with a friendly group
of people. Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Come along and catch up with
crafty projects whilst sharing
ideas over a nice cuppa. For more
information contact me on 01757
704944. Linda

Last Monday in the month. This is
not a class to learn needle craft,
but a relaxed group of people who
would like to experiment with
patchwork. Bring any materials and
ideas you may have, and we can all
help each other! Contact me for
more details on 01757 705793. Pat

Women Matters
the Mothers’ Union

Brayton WI

Thorpe WI

Thursday 13th June 2pm-4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 10th June 2pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 13th June 7:30pm
St Francis’ Church

Fund raising Cream Tea . Tickets
are available from committee
members and only £4. There will
be a cake stall and raffle and plenty
of fellowship and fun! Everyone is
welcome to attend. Lynn

The illustrated talk I Don’t Believe
A Word of It will be given by Kath
and Clive Richardson. For more
information contact me on 01757
702209. Jean

Next meeting: Leila Vyner will
speak about Dragon Willow Weaving
Workshop. Competition: A hand
crafted item. We are a friendly
group of ladies , so come along and
have a cup of tea, cake and a chat.
More information on 01757 705357.
Barbara

Children and Young People
Yorkshire County women

Friday Fun Club

Junior Church

Tuesday 4th June 2pm–4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Fridays 1:30am–3:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sundays St Wilfrid’s Church
& Parish Hall

At the next meeting, the talk will be
on the work of the Air Ambulance.
All welcome. Contact me on 01757
703901 for further information.
Alda

We are a toddler group for babies
and pre-school children and their
parents/carers. Come along for
stories, songs, play, coffee and
chat! For more details please
contact me on 01757 704303 or
cathy.rodgers@gmail.com. Cathy

Meet in Church, before leaving
to join the appropriate group Adventurers (year 6 +), Pathfinders
(years 3 to 5) or Discoverers
(reception to year 2). We also
have a crèche for younger children.
New members welcome to join us!
Cathy, Charlotte and Martha
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St Wilfrid's
Summer Fair

22nd June 2-4pm
on Brayton Village Green
Many Stalls including cra�ts,
nearly new toys, cakes, books,
cards, tombola, and games.
Children’s entertainments
and music. Refreshments in
the Primary School.
followed by a Fun
Celebration Service.
For more details contact
Lis Middup 01757 704414

