Welcome
to the July 2019 edition of Connected.
This month Claire Hodgson takes
over the Dear Friends part of
Connected, and relates a recent visit
to the Wonkey Donkey Sanctuary
by the Wellbeing Café to Balaam’s
donkey in the Book of Numbers.
Who knew that donkeys were so
thoughtful?
Tony Service excels this month,
with a first-rate write up of the
175th Brayton Chapel Anniversary. I
suspect that this was just a rehearsal
for the 200th anniversary! There are
also some lovely photographs of the
various events which I am delighted
to publish.
Kylie Boyle reports on the
extension of an important initiative
to provide Bobby Buddies to
children who have been caught up in
domestic conflict and the like. Time
to get out the knitting needles again
chaps!

I was privileged to hear the Selby
Community Choir during the Selby
Fun Day, and delighted that Gordon
Tute was persuaded to write an
article about his involvement. It is
worth seeking them out at future
concerts.
The good folk at St Francis provide
evidence of Gentle Movement, and
Revd. Pete Watson passes on good
wishes from Andrew Court who
had to leave the Parish recently.
I report on the St Wilfrid’s Murder
Mystery evening spent with my good
friend Mrs Miggins, and the Summer
Fair during which I was accosted by
the Brayton WI! Not for the faint
hearted!
The Parish Website (www.
StWilfridsParish.com) sends out
notices of Services and events in
St Francis and St Wilfrid’s, but
only to subscribers. It is easy to

subscribe on the website, so why
not use this method of staying upto-date on events in the Parish? It
is of course free.
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5 a year
(£4 for pensioners) by subscription,
or you can pick up a copy for 75p
in Brayton Post Office or from any
of the Churches mentioned within
these pages. Subscriptions run from
June each year, and are now due for
2019/20. You may also download
Connected free from the St Wilfrid’s
website www.stwilfridsparish.com.
Contributions are always gratefully
received, by the 11th of the month
please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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The cover this month shows the cast of the St Wilfrid’s Murder Mystery Evening. I am so full of
admiration for all of them; they played their parts brilliantly. Just to mention that the last time that I
saw a man in marigolds was immediately before my biannual prostrate check, eeek! I’ll never be able to
look Pete in the eye again!
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Dear Friends
Stubborn as a mule
Recently a group of us from the
Wellbeing Café went to The
Wonkey Donkey Sanctuary, and
it got me thinking about the
phrase “stubborn as a mule” and
why they have been given this
negative description?
Most of us will be familiar with
seeing donkeys at the seaside for
children to ride on and perhaps
you have had the joy of riding on
one before. Now I say
joy, but as an adult riding
a donkey going up a
steep winding mountain
path is not at all fun believe me!
But donkeys are much
cleverer than we give
them credit for, and
they have some amazing
characteristics that as
Christians we can learn
from.
Often when a donkey
plants their feet, and
refuses to move, we
assume they are being stubborn.
After all, they must know that
we want them to move and yet
they still resist. Our perception
is that they are doing it on
purpose; moving only when they
want to instead of following our
instructions. One reason may be
due to them looking like horses
and some people think they
require the same care. This is
why some donkeys are now
in the sanctuary after being
rescued due to them being
treated like horses.
Donkeys are very good at
perceiving the situation they are
in and they can sense danger;
their initial reaction is to freeze
and assess the situation. In most
Extended Online Version

cases, they won’t move a single
step until they figure out the safest
action. Therefore this makes them
appear stubborn, particularly if
we don’t see the danger or fail to
realize that a harmless object has
worried them.
They have a habit of stopping and
thinking, rather than running;
it is their way of survival. This
characteristic that makes a

Known as Balaam’s donkey.
The donkey was Balaam’s only
mode of transport, and it never
let him down. It had never gone
off course, and it had not ever
refused to move. It had never
done anything special, but it had
always done what it was meant to
do. Balaam’s donkey displays one
of the first qualities of being used
by God, simply being faithfully at
doing what it had asked of
it.
In this reading the
donkey has a vision. She is
able to see the angel of the
Lord, while Balaam’s eyes
are blinded. Because of the
faithfulness of this donkey,
and because it had such
clear vision, it was able to
withstand the beatings its
master gave it. The donkey
had done nothing wrong,
yet because it could see
the danger, it was willing to
suffer.
donkey a trustworthy ride,
So I think donkeys are very
especially on unknown paths. If clever and can teach us a lot
a donkey hears a noise, or sees about how to live as a follower
a snake they will stop and freeze of Jesus.
unlike the horse that will be
startled and thence bolt.
Claire Hodgson
However a donkey can be
persuaded if it has complete
trust in its rider that they will not
lead them into danger. Through
experience and trust of its owner
they will become less stubborn as
they gain confidence to perform
their task.
So I think that having the traits
of a donkey is not a bad thing as
they are trustworthy animals. We
see this in the Book of Numbers,
where we have a talking donkey.
Yes that right - a talking donkey!
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Service Roster

You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in July listed below.

St Francis’

Thursday 4th
10:00am Holy Communion
4:30pm Messy Church
Sunday 7th
10:30am Joint Parish Holy
Communion and Licensing of Rev
Rob Suekarran: Joint Parish Service
at St Wilfrid’s
Thursday 11th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 14th
10:30am Celtic Communion
Thursday 18th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 21st
10:30am Morning Worship/Holy
Communion
Thursday 25th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 28th
10:30am Lay-led Morning Worship

St Wilfrid’s

Tuesday 2nd
10:30am Holy Communion at
Fernbank Court
Wednesday 3rd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 7th
8:30am Holy Communion
10:30am Joint Parish Holy
Communion and Licensing of Rev
Rob Suekarran
12:30pm Baptisms
5pm Inspire in the Parish Hall
Monday 8th
10:30am Holy Communion at St
Wilfrid’s Court
Wednesday 10th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 14th
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Family Communion
12:30pm Baptisms
6:00pm Night Prayer
Wednesday 17th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 21st
10:30am Celtic Communion
12:30pm Baptisms
Wednesday 24th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 28th
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion with
prayer and anointing for healing
5pm Alive@5 in the Parish Hall
Wednesday 31st
9:30am Holy Communion

Methodists
Brayton
Sunday 7th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 14th (Rural Mission
Sunday)
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 21st
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 28th
9:45am Prayer Fellowship
10:30am Morning Worship with
Holy Communion
Burn
Sunday 7th
10:00am Morning Worship with
Holy Communion
Sunday 14th (Rural Mission
Sunday)
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 21st
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 28th
10:00am Morning Worship
Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 21st
10:30am Morning Worship
All other services are Anglican

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespie-ld@tiscali.co.uk
(01977 682695)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd.. Pete Watson
Revd.. Rodger Place
Revd.. Roy Shaw
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Church Wardens
Claire Hodgson
Iain Nutt
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Claire Hodgson
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze
Treasurer
Jill Clarke

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
revroyshaw@gmail.com

(01757 704707)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com		

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		

(01757 712206)
(07544 510390)

Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Organist/Pianist
Edwin Davis
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Lonsdale

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 711586)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
(01757 708646)

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@gmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful
for their help in the parish)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
(01757 706475)
porgles.pogs@icloud.com
Officers
ECC Secretary
Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Acting Treasurer
Church Coordinators
Joy Piper
(01757 292531)
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Electoral Roll Officer
Fiona Richards
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
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Methodist News
Rural Mission Sunday (July 14)
Rural Mission Sunday is not just
a Methodist Sunday but more of
an ecumenical Sunday, something
in which rural churches in all the
Christian denominations can be
involved. It is promoted by the Arthur
Rank Centre, an ecumenical Christian
charity serving both the spiritual and
practical needs of the rural community
through a programme of community
and social projects, resourcing and
training. Rural Mission Sunday is an
annual event celebrating the work of
small rural churches.
Sometimes, we feel underwhelmed
and a bit despondent, wishing we had
bigger congregations, more young
people, more activities. But then I have
been reflecting on our rural Methodist
church in Brayton and I think how
blessed we are with the people
who come. With the exception of
Sherburn in Elmet, Brayton now has
the largest congregation of all our
village chapels in the Selby and Goole
areas. Of course, with the age of our
congregation, numbers bounce up and
down as some of our older people
have needed to go into care homes or
passed to glory but then others have
joined us. On many occasions, we have
had “a full house”.
Couple this with the activities that we
have – a prayer fellowship that meets
before our morning worship and has
been an active part of our church
for more decades than any of us can
remember, a house group fellowship
which always is having difficulties
squeezing in the people who want to
be involved, a team of people who
take Open the Book” (a dramatized
way of presenting bible stories) to the
Brayton primary school every two
weeks – I feel we are truly blessed but
there is much more we need to do to
further the mission of our chapel and
the wider Methodist Church and the
community in which we live. To this
www.StWilfridsParish.com

extent, we have recently taken a team
to the Fernbank Court Residential
Home for a time of worship which was
much appreciated by all those present.
One of my favourite verses comes
from Acts 9. May this be our prayer
as we seek to continue our mission
in our rural community. Through the
help of the Holy Spirit the church was
strengthened and grew in numbers, as
it lived in reverence for the Lord.
Looking back – 175th Chapel
Anniversary (May 18/19)
Our little chapel was built in 1844 so
this year was the 175th anniversary.
Of course, there will (we hope) be a
special 200th anniversary in 25 years’
time but it was anticipated that many
of us may not be around in 2044 so
we decided to celebrate 175 years.
And what a weekend we had! It was
fantastic, wonderful, inspirational,
enjoyable and every other similar
thesaurus word listed.
Saturday afternoon saw an
Open Doors event with displays and
exhibitions of Chapel people and
events throughout the years. How
many times did we hear “You do look
young!” or “I recognise the face but
remind me who it is” or “I remember
that event; we had a lovely time”?
A local model railway group (two
of whose members are associated
with the chapel) provided a railway
experience on the triangle of grass
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adjacent to the chapel (which used to
be the village green before the green
was relocated down the road to its
present position) – an experience
enjoyed as much by, if not more so,
by the adults rather than the children.
There is a lovely picture of a 90 year
old having an exhilarating ride!
There were several children’s activities
with games outside and competition
displays inside. Primary school children
had been invited to participate in
a colouring competition and the
older children in a peg doll creation
competition. And what church event
could take place without waist-bulging
cakes and drinks providing, as always,
my favourite 3Fs – fun, food and
fellowship. The home bake cakes were
delightful, delicious and delectable.
Which one to have was always the
problem! (PS: Don’t let Mrs S know
but I had two! Couldn’t decide which
not to have!)
Saturday evening gave us a concert
of music through the years by the
Wistow Village Choir, another group
supported by some of our chapel folk.
The Choir Director, Alison, provided
lovely comments throughout the
performance as they moved through
their repertoire, especially with a
delightful song about Brayton village
life written especially for the evening
and based on the tune of “In an English
country garden”. A local Brayton
Extended Online Version

lady seconded to Wistow, Dorothy,
had written a wonderful poem
about Brayton which she delivered
so flawlessly we all marvelled at her
memory (bearing in mind our mutual
desire to be as memorable at her age!).
There was no charge for the concert
but donations were requested for the
renewal of Wistow Church’s organ
which is in urgent need of repair and
just under £100 was given.
On Sunday morning, we had a full
church for our morning worship with
several people from other churches
and previous members joining us. Our
District Chair (a kind of Methodist
bishop), Rev Leslie Newton, led an
inspirational service in a relevant
but informal way based on Paul’s
exhortation to “live by faith, not by
sight” (2 Corinthians 5.7). It finished
with Leslie taking a congregational
picture which can be viewed on
Facebook. I know my teenage
grandchildren are avid supporters
of Facebook and other social media
but I never thought our (somewhat
older!) District Chair was part of
their ranks?
At 4.00 pm, we opened our chapel
doors again for people to join
us for more of my 3Fs – to see the
displays, to enjoy more cakes and
drinks and to chat and enjoy more
fellowship together. And in they came
– from the village, from the Circuit
and from beyond, with previous
members, a previous minister and
others previously living locally all
sharing in our Anniversary. Loads
and loads of them – chatting, eating,
joking, reminiscing. Eventually, we had
to move them into the chapel and
then put out more and more chairs to
accommodate everybody.
The Sunday evening service was
planned as a Community Songs of
Praise led by our own minister, Rev
Philip Macdonald. Local organisations
had been invited to suggest hymns
they would like to sing and we finalised
a hymn sheet with more than a
Extended Online Version

dozen well-known hymns. They were
certainly varied – with children’s
hymns to which we did the actions to
Jerusalem (from the WI of course) and
a finale with that great Welsh hymn
“Guide me O thou great Jehovah”.
During the service, a new pulpit fall (the
piece that hangs down from the pulpit
lectern) was blessed and dedicated.
This was a gift in memory of one of
our long committed members, Edith
Stell, who died last year and we were
pleased to have her daughter, Kathryn,
taking part in this service.
The chapel was full, the back room
was full, the singing was roof-raising

and the atmosphere infectious. There
must have been more than 80 people
crammed into the chapel that evening?
And it was still followed with more
drinks, food and fellowship. Eventually,
people left and went their different
ways, we tidied up and went home
exhausted.
But what a great event, what a great
weekend, what an opportunity to
share our Christian mission with so
many people. People unknown to us
sharing their joys and sometimes their
concerns, people coming in because
they had never seen the inside of our
chapel, even though they had passed by
dozens of times and they were curious,
people inspired by the worship and
fellowship. From the start, we decided
we were not charging for anything but
people could offer a donation if they
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wished and any money given would
go to Christian Aid, since we were
in the middle of Christian Aid Week.
Thanking to those who contributed,
a cheque for almost £150 was sent to
Christian Aid.
Looking back – Worship in
Fernbank Court (May 23)
Actions can evolve from a number of
initiatives. I think it was a combination
of suggestions from our minister, Rev
Philip Macdonald, one of our chapel
members who live in Fernbank Court,
some of our other chapel members
but the Chapel was invited to lead a
short time of worship at Fernbank
Court one afternoon. So, on this
Thursday in May, a number of our
chapel folk joined quite a significant
number of FBC residents for a
time of worship, using the hymn
sheets we had previously used for
our Anniversary Songs of Praise.
Several of the residents were chapel
people who could longer make the
trip to chapel so they certainly
appreciated the Methodist input,
as did (so we were enthusiastically
told) the others who joined them.
It seems this could well become a
regular part of FBC life?
Looking back – Pentecost at St
Wilfrid’s (June 9)
A substantial number of the Brayton
Chapel congregation joined the St
Wilfrid’s congregation (as well as
those from Thorpe Willoughby) for a
Pentecost Family communion Service.
Our minister, Rev Philip Macdonald,
joined Rev Pete Watson in sharing
the leading of worship. It was good to
worship together on this very special
Sunday, the birthday of the Church,
as we celebrated once again the gift
of the Holy Spirit and the power and
the encouragement that Spirit gives
to our church life and witness. Let’s
hope it won’t be long before we come
together again.
Tony Service

www.StWilfridsParish.com

175th Anniversary Chapel Pictures
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms
Funerals
We welcome into the Christian family:

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:

23rd June
Oscar Robert Lee-Stokes
Poppy Grace Barran

Gladys Hook-Cheetham at the Crematorium
24th May
David Barnett at St Wilfrid’s
30th May
Marie Wandless (86) at Pontefract Crematorium
18th June
Shirley Gallagher (82) at Pontefract Crematorium
19th June
Derek Broadhead (95) at St Wilfrid’s
20th June
Alan Curry (76) at St Wilfrid’s

Weddings
We offer our congratulations to:
8th June
Adam Durnin & Emma Downes

Floodlights
The Church was illuminated in remembrance of:
16th June
In Loving Birthday Memories of Eric Postles

St Francis’ Notices
Messy Church
Twice a term we run a Messy Church for families who might not want a traditional Sunday morning
Church Service. A time of creativity, worship, singing and eating! It’s all free! The next Messy Church
will be on Thursday 4th July between 4:30pm and 6:00pm in St Francis’ Church. Jean

Summer Fayre, Saturday 6th July, 10am - 12.30pm.
We will be needing plenty of helpers on the day to make it a great success. Will you volunteer? We
also need prizes for the Raffle and Tombola, and homemade cakes for our popular Cake Stall. There
should be room in the freezer for these if you’re short of space at home. Many thanks!! Jackie

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Parish Lunch
Please note that there will not be a Parish Lunch in July or August - the next lunch will be on
Wednesday 4th September
Pat
Tea@Two
Please note that there will not be a Tea@Two in July, the next one will be on Thursday 19th September.
Pat

Licensing of Rev Rob Suekarran!
I’m absolutely delighted to announce that Rev Rob Suekarran will be licensed as “20s-40s Minister” in
the parish by the Bishop of Selby on Sunday 7th July 2019 at 10.30am. This will be joint parish service
at St Wilfrid’s and will be followed by a Bring and Share Welcome Lunch for Rob, Hannah and baby
Reuben in the parish hall. Please join us for this very special service and celebration.
Pete Watson

Confirmation 13th October!
I am delighted to let you know that there will be a joint Anglican-Methodist Confirmation service this
October 13th at St Francis, Thorpe Willoughby. This will be conducted by the Bishop of Selby and Rev
Christine Gillespie, Methodist minister at St Francis. If you are 16 years of age or older, are baptised,
a regular worshipping Christian and would like to be confirmed at this service or would just like to
explore the possibility of being confirmed, please speak to me.
There will be a short, relaxed preparation course running from Sept into Oct, which you would be
expected to attend. It will take place on 4 evenings at the Brayton Rectory. You are very welcome
to participate in these evenings even if you don’t want to be confirmed or are not sure. The course
will look at: the Christian faith, including the Trinity; The Bible; the Church and Prayer. It will be led
by me and Christine Gillespie.
Have a think, have a pray, this could be for you!
Pete Watson

Facebook.com/StWilfridsBrayton
www.StWilfridsParish.com
St Wilfrid’s is a Registered Charity No 1169956
Extended Online Version
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Murder Mystery
Mrs Miggins is a great fan of Cluedo,
so it was no surprise that she wanted
to come along with Mrs Clarke and
I to the St Wilfrid’s Murder Mystery
Evening.
Organised by the Social Committee,
the evening was fantastic. Clues
were presented in cameo dialogues
spoken by the eight characters (see
front page). The theme was a 1920s
ocean liner and poor Dr McDogood
who had been found murdered with
a blow to his head. Mrs Miggins was
straight to the point, “It’s Cyril Slick
with a spanner in the boiler-room”.
However she couldn’t offer any
further reason why this should be,
beyond “That boiler-suit has seen
better days...”.
The food starter was served and

www.StWilfridsParish.com

our table pondered the clues again.
Mrs Miggins thought harder, and
suggested “Marvin the Paranoid
Bellboy, with bleach, in the 1st Class
lift. No man would wear marigolds
of that colour!” She really wasn’t
listening to the clues...
After the main buffet course, it
became apparent that there had
been ‘goings on’ between the cast.
In an question and answer session
it was revealed that Lilly Iceberg
was the love child of Madam Whode-Wotwot, and further that
Lilly had been seeing Cyril behind
Lady Iceberg’s back! We looked
expectantly at Mrs Miggins, now on
her second glass of fortified wine;
“Lilly Iceberg with a hat-pin in the
neither regions, hic!” No one said
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anything: pudding followed shortly
afterwards...
At the end of the evening the killer
was revealed as Madam Who-deWotwot with a cricket bat next to
the swimming pool. Who knew that
Sue Beevers had it in her! But then
she had been in the Girl Guides...
Although I spent most of the
evening in a state of confusion I have
to report that this was a spectacular
success. The cast was brilliant, the
food was excellent, and the Parish
hall was simply abuzz as people tried
to unravel the clues.
£315 was raised for Church funds;
a great result!

John Clarke
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St Wilfrid’s Summer Fair
St Wilfrid’s held its annual Summer
Fair on the Village Green on Saturday
22nd June.
People turned out in good
numbers, aided by the warm and
sunny weather, and there was a real
community feel on the Green. The
Primary School Children opened
the afternoon with some excellent
singing. But the highlight of the day
for me was the Fairground Organ.
There is something about fairground
music that embodies simple outdoor
family pleasures for me.

Extended Online Version

Last year Revd. Pete commandeered
the bouncy castle; this year the
children were allowed free-reign,
but Pete had brought along a huge
parachute with which to use in a
short fun Service. This involved lots
of arm waving and running under the
parachute to demonstrate how we
all need each other to flourish.
In the school assembly hall there
was sterling work by Cathy Rodgers
and the team in keeping folks fed and
watered. A lovely coffee and a (very)
large piece of cake is obligatory
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during the Summer Fair!
A total of £1,380 was raised for
Church funds; a fantastic result.
Great thanks to Lis Middup and
Val Millward for undertaking the
onerous task of organising the event.
Here are a few photographs of the
day for those who were unable to
attend.
John Clarke

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Greetings From Andrew Court!
Some of you will remember Andrew, a young farmer from Staffordshire who moved to Brayton last year and joined
our church family at St Wilfrid’s. Unfortunately, ill health meant he was with us for only about a year before he had
to return home. I wanted to share part of a letter he sent to us as a family.
Pete Watson
Dear Pete, Charlotte, Meg, Evie, Mollie & Bramble,
I wanted to thank you all and the parishioners
of Brayton for your kindness, and for making
me feel so welcome and included during my
time in God’s own country. Even going so far as
to let me loose in your garden!
I must confess that I did not believe
that churches with such broad, strong
congregations, a professional choir and
traditional styles of service, mixed in with the
more contemporary, still existed. But from
the moment I walked up the path on my first
Sunday morning and was greeted by the smiling
faces of Claire and Iain, I knew that this was
something special. Since then I have shared
many cups of tea and consumed more cakes

At the Summer Fair I came across
the Brayton WI stall. Following the
usual formalities of “put that camera
away young man - we know your
sort!” they agreed to having their
photograph taken. There is a first
time for everything...
It turns out that in their July
meeting, 8th July at 2pm in St Wilfrid’s
Parish Hall, they are having a very
special speaker - Gillian Hovell, the
“Muddy Archaeologist”. Gillian, who
lectures for the British Museum and
York University, is to speak about
Extended Online Version

and biscuits (than can surely be healthy for
me), meeting such a broad and diverse range
of people, whom I hope I can regard as friends.
I was even treated to a few history lessons by
Mel!
As a small token of my thanks, I enclose a
small contribution to the restoration of your
breath-taking church. Hopefully this will help
to let your bells ring out again and the central
heating keep you all warm during the winter
months, providing your amazing parish a place
of worship for many years to come.

Andrew

“A Mediterranean Tour: Not Just A
Load of Old Stones”: bringing ancient
civilisations to life and perhaps
inspiring future holidays! The event
is free (Yorkshire’s Favourite Price)
and partners are welcome. Tea and
cake will be available, along with
ancient mud no doubt.
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So why not go along? More
information is available from Jean
(01757 702209).
John Clarke
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Selby Community Choir
Anticipating a traditional heavy
down-pour during the Selby Fun
Day, Mrs Clarke and I ventured
into the community hall in search
of coffee and cake just as the Selby
Community Choir was preparing
their entertainment for the
afternoon.
Sustenance obtained we settled
down to listen to the choir. Kicking
off with “Do you hear the people
sing?” their happy, smiling, swaying
performance was a joy to behold as
the down-pour burst forth outside.
A sunny moment in the rain.
Afterwards I spotted a couple
of St Wilfrid’s stalwarts - Ian
Chilvers and Gordon Tute - and
ever eager to share community
news I buttonholed Gordon for
a short text on the choir. I also
managed a word with Anne about
the choir and its importance in a
community sense. The choir was
formed in 2015 emerging from the
Selby Big Local initiative. Designed
by local people, for local people
the Community Choir is friendly
and fun! They welcome people of
all ages and abilities, able to hold
a tune or otherwise. With no
scary auditions! Just bring some
enthusiasm and join in!
What are you waiting for?

John Clarke

Part of...

An uncle took me to
my first choir practice,
introducing me to choral
singing, and giving me a
love which has lasted.
I recently joined the Selby
Community Choir. On
day one I was welcomed
warmly, given a folder of
music, and I immediately
felt one of the gang.

We sing a wide variety of
enjoyable, popular, music,
which covers all genres.
We practice at 7:30pm on
a Tuesday evening in the
Salvation Army Hall – the
Church at the Crossroads
– so if you fancy joining us
why not come along? We
have super refreshments
after our workouts.
Gordon Tute

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Sitting Kills
The Guardian reported recently that
research from Queen’s University
Belfast has linked serious diseases and
early deaths to long periods spent
sitting or lying down during the day.
The research suggests that almost
70,000 people may die prematurely
each year. “We don’t have clear
guidelines [on sedentary behaviour]
yet but any increase in activity is
beneficial to your health,” according
to Leonie Heron, first author of the

Extended Online Version

research from Queen’s University.
The cost to the NHS is estimated to
be around £700m per year.
I’ve reported on the problem
of inactivity before – usually as a
thinly disguised attempt to get more
volunteers for Churchyard Tidying
(last Saturday morning in the month
from 9:30 since you ask…) – so
it is a delight to report on a more
successful approach to exercise at St
Francis. They hold Gentle Movement
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classes every Monday. As Jan Tetley
noted in a recent email “It’s a fun but
fit way to pass 11/2 hours on a Monday
afternoon at St Francis. It helps to
keep joints supple”.
I have every confidence that it also
includes cups of tea and a fair degree
of putting the world to right! So why
not give it a go? You have nothing to
lose but much to gain.
John Clarke
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Bobbie Buddies
Come to North Yorkshire
“Bobby Buddies”, which were
created by Mrs Tracey Conroy and
pioneered by Dorset Police, will
be handed to youngsters in North
Yorkshire who have experienced
distressing incidents ranging from
domestic violence to serious road
traffic collisions.
They will be kept in police
vehicles and police stations
and handed out when
required.
Chief
Constable
Lisa Winward, who
is promoting the
initiative,
said:
“Knitting a Bobby
Buddie is a very
special way for the
local community to
help children who
have been exposed
to
distressing
and
traumatic
experiences.
“The teddies show
children that our officers
and staff are approachable
and care about what they are
going through.
“More importantly, they help to
provide comfort when they need it
most.”
There are downloadable patterns
for knitting and crochet for those
interested and I’ll leave some
printed patterns at the back of
church for collection. Completed
Bobby Buddies should be handed in
at Selby Police Station marked for
my attention, or left at the back of
Church.

Kylie Boyle

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Health & Wellbeing

Services

Gentle Movement

Wellbeing Cafe

Messy Church

Mondays 2pm–3:45pm
St Francis’ Church

Mondays 10am–11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 4th July 4:30pm-6pm
St Francis’ Church

Sitting down exercises for all ages
and for your own capabilities; free
but donations accepted for Church
funds. We are a warm friendly
group, so why not come and join us;
or come for company, coffee and
cake! More information from me on
07821 257923. Jean

A facility for those with Mental
Health conditions; support for
those affected by mental health
conditions by providing a safe open
space in Christ’s love, compassion
& acceptance. Contact me for more
information 01757 711586. Claire

Twice a term we run a Messy
Church for families who might
not want a traditional Sunday
morning Church service. A
time of creativity, worship,
singing and eating! It’s all free!
Jean

One Lump or Two?
Coffee Corner

Marie Curie

Coffee Morning

Saturday 6th July
10am–12:30pm
St Francis’ Church

Saturday 27th July
10am–1pm
St Francis

Saturday 13th July
10am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

In July, Coffee Corner joins with
the St Francis Summer Fayre. So
there will still be plenty of tea or
coffee, cakes, and camaraderie,
but also crafts and other stalls!
Everyone welcome - see you there!
Pat

We are hosting a coffee morning
to raise funds for the Marie Curie
Charity at St Francis. All the usual
elements will be present - tea,
coffee, cake etc. Jan

Come along to the Craft Group
Coffee Morning - coffee, hand crafted
gifts and cards, raffle and cakes,
homemade jams and marmalades.
And of course good company! See
you there! Linda

Reading
Coffeemates

Coffee For All

Book Club

Wednesday 31st July
10am–12:00noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Tuesday 10:00am
St Francis’ Church

Thursday 25th July 7:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Why not come along and join us for
tea/coffee and home made cakes.
Meet your friends and make new
ones. There is a children’s corner,
book swopshop and a warm
welcome. We look forward to
seeing you there. Lynn

Come along & join us: the Church
will be open for anyone to ‘drop-in’
to enjoy coffee and biscuits. Chat
with friends, make new friends,
relax & unwind. Jackie

This month we shall be discussing,
Mothering Sunday, by Graham Swift.
Anyone interested in literature
is very welcome to come along.
Rosalind

Extended Online Version
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Crafty Folks
St Francis’ Crafters

St Wilfrid’s Craft Group

St Wilfrid’s Patchwork

Wednesdays 2pm–4pm
St Francis’ Church

Tuesday 9thand 30th July
2pm–4pm in the Parish Hall

Monday 29th July 2pm–4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome, from
beginners upwards, or if you just
want to chat with a friendly group
of people. Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Come along and catch up with
crafty projects whilst sharing
ideas over a nice cuppa. For more
information contact me on 01757
704944. Linda

Last Monday in the month. This is
not a class to learn needle craft,
but a relaxed group of people who
would like to experiment with
patchwork. Bring any materials and
ideas you may have, and we can all
help each other! Contact me for
more details on 01757 705793. Pat

Women Matters
the Mothers’ Union

Brayton WI

Thorpe WI

Thursday 11th July 2pm-4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 8th July 2pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Thursday 11th July 7:30pm
St Francis’ Church

At our next meeting Freya Coupland
will be talking about her charity work
in Brayton. Lynn

An illustrated talk by the Muddy
Archaeologist, Gillian Hovell.
entitled “A Mediterranean Tour:
Not Just A Load of Old Stones“ bringing ancient civilisations to life!
Gillian is an excellent speaker. Tea
& cake available! More information
from Jean. 01757 702209

Next meeting: Olive Darley
will speak about Selby Abbey .
Competition: Selby Memorabilia .
We are a friendly group of ladies ,
so come along and have a cup of tea,
cake and a chat. More information
on 01757 705357. Barbara

Children and Young People
Yorkshire County women

Friday Fun Club

Junior Church

Tuesday 2nd July 2pm–4pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Fridays 1:30am–3:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sundays St Wilfrid’s Church
& Parish Hall

Speaker – Dulcie Lewis “Down
the Pan”. All welcome. Contact
Alda Postles on 01757 703901 for
further information.

We are a toddler group for babies
and pre-school children and their
parents/carers. Come along for
stories, songs, play, coffee and
chat! For more details please
contact me on 01757 704303 or
cathy.rodgers@gmail.com. Cathy

Meet in Church, before leaving
to join the appropriate group Adventurers (year 6 +), Pathfinders
(years 3 to 5) or Discoverers
(reception to year 2). We also
have a crèche for younger children.
New members welcome to join us!
Cathy, Charlotte and Martha
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You don’t have to stand
on your head to get fit!
Gentle Movement
Exercises for all ages
Relax - inprove your flexibility
in a warm, calm, and friendly
environment.
Every Monday from 2:00pm at
St Francis Church
Fox Lane, Thorpe Willoughby
The cost is free, but
donations to the church
are welcome.
Come and try it for yourself.
More information from Jean
(07821 257923)

