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Welcome
to the September 2020 edition of
Connected.
This month we welcome Revd.
Paul Finlinson who writes the
Dear Friends article. In it he
explores the existential crisis
facing the United Kingdom and
notes that this is an opportunity
for the Church to be a force
for spiritual renewal within the
community.
Tony Service reports on the
first Methodist Service since
lockdown that was held on 16th
August, and in particular the
changes to the service to keep
everyone Covid-19 safe.
Charlotte Watson reports on
the Prayer Bags initiative and the
response from those families who
received the Bags. Charlotte has
also supplied many photographs
taken by the participating families,
and I have used these to illustrate

this month’s magazine - including
the cover. Thank you Charlotte, I
am extremely grateful.
I am also grateful to Cathy Rogers
for her update to the Family
Information pages, and also to
those who helped out with the
report on Sylvia Place’s funeral.
As always I am responsible for
the rest of the magazine…
The Brayton Parish Website
(w w w. StWilfridsParish.com)
sends out notices of Services
and events in St Francis and St
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers.
It is easy to subscribe on the
website, so why not use this
method of staying up-to-date
on news in the Parish? It is of
course free.
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5
a year (£4 for pensioners) , or
you can pick up a single copy

for 75p in Brayton Post Office
or, in normal times, from any of
the Churches mentioned within
these pages. Subscriptions run
from June each year. Thanks to
those who have already paid the
2020 annual subscriptions. These
subscriptions almost cover the
cost of the paper and printing.
If possible please pay the person
who delivers your Connected by
cheque made out to ‘Brayton
PCC’, or by on-line payment.
You may also download
Connected
free
from
the
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.
Articles for Connected are
always gratefully received, by the
11th of the month please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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A small child was overheard in pre- morning. “I wish this was over,” he
covid times complaining about the said to his mother, “my knees are
length of time that he had been full-up!”
kneeling during prayers one Sunday
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Dear Friends
It has been a challenging few
months for all of us and we
will each have dealt with the
difficulties in different ways. For
some the circumstances will have
been merely inconvenient; others
will have faced anxious difficulties
of bereavement or loneliness
or isolation. Coping with
working
from
home,
educating children in the
kitchen – all of us have had
our own problems. And
for many the closure of the
churches has been an added
layer of difficulty as we
have felt remote from our
worshipping community. If
only, many have said, we
could get back to things as
they were before.
Many of you will be
familiar with Psalm 137, in
one way or another. The
Prayer Book translation
begins “By the waters
of Babylon we sat down
and wept, when we
remembered thee, O
Sion.” The Psalm also
appears as Va pensioro
(Chorus of the Hebrew
Slaves) in Verdi’s Nabucco,
the song Rivers of Babylon
by Boney M in 1972 (does
anyone remember that?)
and the hymn By the Babylonian
Rivers by Geoffrey Weaver
(Singing the Faith No. 694).
There are other versions too.
The Psalm was originally
written by the Jewish people in
exile in Babylon. The Babylonians
had invaded Jerusalem, destroyed
the city and the Temple, killed
many of the Jews and taken
the survivors into exile. These
survivors lamented their situation,
wept by the River Euphrates and
wished that they could return to
www.StWilfridsParish.com

their homeland. In other words
they wanted things to go back to
as they were before.
The prophet Isaiah was also
writing about this time and he
expressed a note of caution. Yes,
he wanted a return to Jerusalem.
Yes, he wanted a rebuilding of the

was not to be found in financial
management or the playing of
politics, but rather in addressing
the much deeper spiritual issues
which faced the people and their
leaders.
So what about now? I think this
country was facing a spiritual crisis
even before the current
situation. Our political
leaders have not seen fit to
address this. Moreover our
spiritual leaders have not
said much on the matter
either. And five months on,
the spiritual crisis is worse
than ever.
The opportunity could
have been taken over
the past few months to
advocate a return to faith
and to concentrate on
something deeper than
material possessions and
the pursuance of selfinterest. Most especially to
note that as well as health
and the economy, a sound
spiritual understanding is
vital too.
It is not too late, but
the opportunities of this
coming Autumn season
must not be missed.
There are many people of
goodwill who long for the
city, but he did not want things Church to be a source of spiritual
to be as they were before. Before renewal, but if it is to avoid
the exile the people had turned becoming a marginal irrelevance,
against God, and the thinking of then there is a lot to do.
those days was that the reason
for the destruction and exile was
precisely that they had turned
Revd. Paul Finlinson
against God.
Isaiah said that a new start
was needed. The people of Israel
in exile were poor and lived
in perilous economic times –
does this sound familiar? – and
the solution to the problem
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P raise to the Holiest

Praise to the Holiest in the height,
And in the depth be praise,
In all his words most wonderful,
Most sure in all his ways.
O loving wisdom of our God!
When all was sin and shame,
A second Adam to the fight
And to the rescue came...
And in the garden secretly,
And on the cross on high,
Should teach his brethren, and inspire
To suffer and to die.
Praise to the Holiest in the height,
And in the depth be praise,
In all his words most wonderful,
Most sure in all his ways....
John Henry Newman (1801-1890) from
The Dream of Geronitus
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Methodist News
Sunday morning services
It’s good to know that our
minister, Rev Philip Macdonald,
has put Brayton on the world
map but let’s come back to that
later. From the first lockdown
Sunday, way back in March (can
you remember that far back?)
our Sunday morning worship
has been a live streamed video
worship led by Philip. So, every
Sunday morning at 10.30 am,
we join with several hundred
people around the country (and
possibly beyond our shores) in his
Facebook service.
Philip was given a biscuit bus
at some point in his life. A biscuit
bus? It was a London bus, about
15 inches in length, and apparently
it was full of KitKats or other
chocolate biscuits but they are
now all gone and well-eaten. Philip
does his Facebook service from
his study and there are shelves of
books in the background (just like
Pete!). On one shelf is the biscuit
bus and it moves to a different
position every Sunday morning.
So, the first thing we all do when
we tune in to Philip’s service is to
locate the bus and see where and
on which shelf it is. Can you see
it on the picture (page 7), taken
from a recent August service?
The order of service, the
hymns and readings are circulated
around the Circuit by email on
the previous day. Philip plays his
guitar and his wife Ellen leads the
singing and hundreds of people
(that is the viewing number listed
on Facebook) from their lounges,
study rooms or back gardens
(there is a regular garden group,
I’m told, on Leeds Road in Selby)
join the communal singing, follow
the readings and respond to the
prayers. There is always a time
in the intercessory prayers for
www.StWilfridsParish.com

people to post their personal
prayers for those who need
prayer on that particular Sunday
morning, an opportunity used
and much appreciated by many
people.

“we can expect
hordes(?) of
people with
their cameras
descending on
Brayton, taking
... pictures of
everything... and
buying those
fantastic pork
pies from our
local butcher for
their lunch!

In August, Philip’s services were
all based on the story of Ruth
because this was our Bible Month
(more information was in June’s
magazine) when services during
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a specific month focus on a
particular book in the Bible.
Brayton – on and off!
Brayton on the map! Brayton
first off the line!
Following a Zoomed Church
Council Meeting it had been
decided that, on August 16, we
would have our first service in
the chapel since March, when the
lockdown began and Philip took
his first internet service. Several
months ago, optimistically hoping
we might soon back in the chapel
for Sunday morning worship, a list
of preachers had been prepared
for each church in the Circuit and
Philip had been listed to take a
communion service on August 16
at Brayton.
On August 9, after leading an
inspirational Facebook service
about Boaz and his involvement
with Ruth, Philip declared he
would not be able to lead an online service the following week
at 10:30 because he would be
taking his first physical service
since March at the village chapel
in Brayton. Assuming not many
people outside this area would be
aware of Brayton, he put Brayton
on the map by explaining where
it was. So now the world knew
Extended Online Version

all about this wonderful village
and where it is, should they wish
to improve their geography and
visit its scenic wonders – like the
chapel, perhaps even the parish
church, and the local supermarket
with its myriad of goodies (except
my morning paper which is sold
out within two hours or less).
Brayton was now ON THE
MAP!
Philip also mentioned that
many people had indicated their

Abbey on the world map, we
can expect hordes(?) of people
with their cameras descending
on Brayton, taking their pictures
of everything in the village and
buying those fantastic pork pies
from our local butcher for their
lunch. Let’s wait and see!
Every Methodist Church in our
Circuit (as, I presume, every parish
church in the deanery) had been
considering and discussing when
to go back inside and have their

slowly returning after lockdown
to some degree of operation, we
had our first Sunday service on
August 16th – and it was strange!
The chapel had been deep cleaned
and sanitised before the service.
People had to enter by our
“ramp” door and leave after
the service by the side “chapel”
door. Everybody was wearing a
face covering. None of the usual
communal gathering at the back
of the worship area before or

appreciation for his on-line
services so he decided he would
continue this ministry by having
an on-line service at 9.00 am on
August 16, after which he would
be travelling to Brayton for his
first service in a chapel building
at 10.30. So, after the early (?)
morning service on Facebook, he
again explained he was going to
Brayton and once again explained
where it was. The world now
knew all about Brayton so, just
as a Taiwanese pop star put Selby

Sunday morning services in their
chapel building. Brayton decided
August 16 was the appropriate
day and, do you know, we were
THE FIRST OFF THE LINE!
(At least for morning services –
Eastrington started their evening
services on August 2nd.) Most
chapels are starting on September
6th but see our Circuit website for
the full details.
The first Brayton service
after lockdown
Like everywhere else that is

after the service when people are
talking with each other, catching
up with the news and the gossip.
Alternate rows had been sealed
off. People were sitting apart
at the end of the other rows,
two per row unless they were a
couple, directed there by “Seating
Stewards”. This meant we had
to put out extra chairs in the
“back room” to accommodate
everybody.
How many would turn up?
Several had already told us they

Extended Online Version
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were coming but several had
prevaricated. In the end, we
had about 65% of our normal
congregation with us, with two
“visitors” from other chapels. A
number of our folk had family
commitments that Sunday so
we are expecting more normal
numbers on the following
Sundays.
Our minister, Rev Philip
Macdonald was leading the
service. No hymn singing but
people were able to mouth the
words as Philip played the hymns
on a CD player. No collection bag
was passed round but there was
a plate at the entrance for people
to leave their usual contributions.
For communion, Philip took
round a plate of bread pieces
from which people picked up
one piece. When everybody had
a piece of bread, he spoke the
words of invitation. The wine in
small glasses were distributed in
the same way. Hymn books and
communion service books were
left in quarantine.
After the service, one
gentleman had left his coat in
the chapel but he was asked to
do the circle, in one door, round,

and out of the other door, rather
than popping back in and picking it
up. Attempts at social distancing
were tried but (shush!)) were
not always successful. It was,
and is, a strange time and we are
wondering how long it will last?
Many are suggesting we will never
return to the normality that we
once knew.
A Happy New Year?
Not this year. Our Methodist
Church year ends on August 31
and starts again on September
1. Ministers who are moving to
pastures new, move in August,
ready to start in their new
positions on September 1.
People holding office relinquish
their responsibilities on August
31 and those taking up new
responsibilities do so from
September 1. Various activities
that wind down in summer start
again in September. Which is why
many chapels decided to wait until
the first Sunday in September
before their first service after
lockdown. But hardly anything
is returning to what we knew in
September last year. People are
not meeting for the activities they
would normally enjoy. A form of

worship may be happening but
the rest of our church activities
are still in lockdown. One day it
may change?
Harvest Festival (Sept 27)
Normally, Harvest Festival is
one service we always look
forward to, a celebration of
God’s goodness and creation. An
opportunity to sing those familiar
(and sometimes not so familiar)
hymns and to bring items of food,
fruit, flowers and vegetables
which can later be passed on
to older folk in the village or
to those organisations like our
local Foodbank so others can
also benefit. But this year? Our
minister, Rev Philip Macdonald,
will be taking our Harvest Festival
service but I’m sure it will have a
different atmosphere to what we
have previously known. Time will
tell! Having said that, we still offer
a warm welcome to all those who
would like to join us and share in
our celebration of Harvest.

Tony Service

I may make all things well, and I can
make all things well, and I shall make
all things well; and thou shalt see
thyself that all manner of things shall
be well.
Mother Julian of Norwich during the Black Death which had killed one third of the
population of the city.
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Next to you and lonely

Cups of tea and people,
People who do and who know.
People with purposeful expressions,
Their eyes searching beyond her, through her,
The invisible one.
She’s next to you and she’s lonely.
Smiles and one-way conversations,
With thoughts and eyes elsewhere,
Never noticing the masks of brightness
Hiding hurting children,
The tired ones,
Who are next to you and lonely.
And the makers of the cups of tea,
The knowers and the doers,
Those who smile and seem to have so much.
They too wear masks that hide their crying,
The together ones
Sit next to you and are lonely.
Daphne Kitching (Matthew 25:40)
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Prayer Bags: An Update
We thought you might like a quick update on the
Prayer Bags that we reported about last month.
These have been a team effort involving the Craft
Group, who made the cloth bags, and the Families
Team and have been given as gifts to the children
who are part of Friday Fun Club, Alive@5 or Junior
Church. Each bag contains activities to help children
and families think about how God is involved in all
aspects of their lives and to invite them to talk to
Him.
The bags have now all been delivered and
have been very warmly received. We had some
very excited greetings on our deliveries & it was
absolutely fabulous to see some of our families;

there was excitement, tears, enthusiasm & such
gratitude. It’s so wonderful to hear children getting
excited about prayer, taking the lead in talking to
God and enjoying it too.
The Prayer Bag Project has been a joy to be a part
of & we just can’t wait to see & hear more about
these precious children & their growing relationship
with God. Please continue to pray for our children
and families.
Charlotte Watson

Here are some of the responses from our families:
“Thank you so
much for our
wonderful
prayer bag.
We’ve had a
lovely time
dancing to
our favourite
worship songs
and R loves the
scarf. We’re
excited to try
some of the
other prayer
activities too.”

“We love ours.
S was straight
into the
playdough!”
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“The grace cube
is absolutely
brilliant and
a lovely fun
reminder to say
thank you for
our blessings
before we eat.
We enjoyed
making it
together and
I can see it
becoming a
cherished part
of our mealtime
routine.”

“Thank you so
much for our
prayer bag, the
kids love it.
A. especially
loves the bubble
prayers.”

“Thank you so
much for our
prayer bag. Such
a generous and
thoughtful thing
to do. J loves it.”

Extended Online Version
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God in the Arts
The world used to be so frenetic:
rushing
headlong
forward,
faster and faster towards some
unidentifiable goal. Covid-19 put
the breaks on this for a while, but
with the relaxation of the lock
down measures we are surely
picking up the pace again.
Usually Mrs Clarke & I would
be setting off on holiday in
September, just as the children
return to school. The start and
finish of the holiday is generally a

fascinated by the advent of the
snapshot camera. Beach scene,
painted in 1870, is much like a
holiday photograph. We see a
mother, or nanny, combing the
hair of a young child. Her hat and
swimming costume are nearby,
and we can see bathers in the
distance where the shore meets
the sea. A family in white beach
robes walks along the shoreline,
whilst a group with a dog enjoy
a chat. People paddle in the sea

rest and relaxation this summer,
I hope that we found time to
savour the delights of the world
around, as we see young and
old doing exactly that in Degas’
painting.
Mindfulness calls us to attend
to the present and enjoy it for its
own sake, whatever the pressures
of work and family around. For
Christians it is a call to live a
simple and sacramental life, and
an invitation to attend to what is

or observe nearby yachts and a
steamer. Degas has placed the
people in groups, but there is
little interaction between these
groups - they are all together
and yet alone in their unique
experiences of the beach on that
particular day.
The sky looks misty but warm,
and for those on the beach it is a
time to lie and relax, to bathe and
swim – to live simply, enjoying the
sun above and the sand beneath.
The ordinariness of a restful day
calls us to be patient and enjoy
the good gifts of God’s creation.
Wherever we managed to find

holy in front of us: it might be a
bike ride, the countryside, a piece
of music, family and friends, a pet
or a painting. They are all avenues
for God’s refreshing grace to
touch us.
But make the most of this
happy period of calm - post lock
down the world is starting to
revolve once again more quickly...

Edgar Degas

mad rush of packing, journeys, and
queues, with the blissful mindful
time of rest and relaxation in
the middle. We particularly like
to walk or sometimes to lie on
a warm beach listening to the
waves and the bird cries. For
me, one artist who captured the
feeling of a beach holiday was
Edgar Degas. In his painting Beach
Scene he captured perfectly that
sense of rest and enjoyment to
be found in simply sitting on the
sand.
Degas was famous for
his studies of ballerinas and
racehorses, but he was also
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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God in the Sciences
How can a Christian be a scientist?
I used to ask this question as a
student. I wondered what it was
like to have a career in science,
and how being a Christian might
make a difference. Eventually I
met a good number of successful
scientists who were sincere
Christians, and I learned that
science and faith are a great
combination. Dr Francis Collins,
former Director of the project
to decode the whole of human
DNA, wrote that it is “possible

fall at the same speed. This means
that a scientist can be respected
by her colleagues for doing good
work, regardless of what she
believes and what her colleagues
think of her worldview.
Science is an exercise in
observing and measuring things,
and coming up with general
principles about the way things
are. The world has been declared
by God to be ‘very good’ (see
chapter one and two of Genesis),
and exploring it is a way to

Faraday Institute gather together
scientists who are also people
of faith, and others who are
interested in the subject. They
come from a wide range of
backgrounds, and express their
beliefs in a variety of different
ways. What they have in common
is the conviction that you don’t
have to choose between science
and God. As the young people in
our churches prepare to return
to their studies, online if not in
person, let’s encourage them that

for the scientist-believer to
be intellectually fulfilled and
spiritually alive, both worshipping
God and using the tools of science
to uncover some of the awesome
mysteries of His creation.” So,
what do people like this make of
the opportunities and challenges
of a life in science?
Although our beliefs may affect
what we notice about the world
and how we interpret our data,
they don’t affect the outcome of
the experiments themselves. If a
Muslim and a Christian drop the
same ball from the same height
under identical conditions, it will

express our gratitude to Him.
Scientific discoveries can also
bring a sense of awe and wonder
that feeds into our worship.
Some people don’t want to
get involved in certain lines
of research because of ethical
concerns. On the other hand,
there are many issues that make
Christians want to get stuck
into new research that will help
care for people and the rest
of creation, such as medical
research, ecology or developing
appropriate technologies.
Organisations
such
as
Christians in Science and the

science (along with many other
fields) is a great way to serve
God.
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Dr Ruth M Bancewicz
Church Engagement Director
at The Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion in
Cambridge
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Sain t Michael

Saint Michael, angel of the sea,
Lord of the horses he,
Saint Michael, of the angels king,
Of war, of shepherding;
On steed he flies across the skies;
The first-fruits of the harvest corn,
The first-fruits of the flock-lambs born,
Are his, he meets the soul forlorn.
The saints and angels watch o’erhead,
Their wings and prayers o’erspread:
The righteous ones in heaven wait,
St Peter at the gate;
In might arrayed they shield and aid;
Be with us e’er, archangel powers,
Be with us, angels, life’s long hours.
September sees St Michael and All
Angels Day. Here are a few lines from an
ancient Celtic poem about the archangel
St Michael

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Sylvia Place
Many will remember Sylvia Place
who died recently. Sylvia, the wife
of Revd. Rodger Place, was a much
loved member of St Francis, and
one of those people who
seemed to support most
of the events in church.
As a ‘typical’ vicar’s wife very much hands on - she
threw herself into the life
of the church.
The activities that Sylvia
supported is impressive.
She helped to run the
Open the Book initiative
at Thorpe Willoughby
County Primary School,
and she was an active
member of Messy Church.
Sylvia helped out regularly
with the monthly Saturday
and weekly Tuesday coffee
mornings, and the yearly
St Crux fund raising day.
A talented needle worker,
Sylvia belonged to St
Francis Crafters, who
meet every Wednesday
afternoon, and she led on
the design and production
the new banners for St
Francis.
An impressive list and
one that would challenge
much younger people. Yet
Sylvia managed to balance
church with a busy family
life as wife of Rodger and
mother of Kate, Simon
and Aiden.
In all things Sylvia was
a soothing calm presence, able
to resolve conflicts that often
arise in parish life, and there will
be many who benefited from her
wisdom. Practically every time
that I visited St Francis, Sylvia
would be there, and for a time
I thought that she lived in the
church building. Although she
Extended Online Version

would sometimes take part in
the various activities and quizzes,
more often she could be found
providing the catering; a selfless

act – looking after others before
oneself. I can also report that
Sylvia played a mean game of
Beetle Drive.
The Covid-19 arrangements
meant that Sylvia’s funeral was
limited in terms of numbers, but
many friends stood outside of St
Francis to greet Sylvia’s hearse
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and to support Rodger and the
family. It was a poignant service.
Son Aiden read the eulogy, and
remembered the occasion when,
taking home a girlfriend to
meet the family, they were
greeted by Sylvia, green
from the waist down, who
had managed to fall into a
duck pond.
Maggie Beale recalled,
“Sylvia was a much loved
and very active member
of St Francis Crafters
and had been a member
from the start over
seven years ago. Her
capacity to produce a
wide variety items to
sell was truly amazing,
not least her ‘Medieval
Mice’ which were such a
success on our St Crux
days. Always ready to
offer a helping hand to
other Crafters, finish
projects for members,
and last but not least she
always had a smile for
everyone”. Also Yvonne
Green
remembered
when, unable to reach
the hymn board to insert
the numbers, diminutive
Sylvia managed the task!
Sylvia
has
been
described as a small
presence, but someone
that had a huge impact on
our church, and she will
be very much missed.
John Clarke
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A Brief History of the Pew
I smiled when I heard recently failings and begging forgiveness.
about the Church near Blandford The ancient pew - the perfect
Forum, Dorset, that was having a metaphor for the faith.
problem getting larger brides to
Except of course it isn’t; in my
the alter. The solution adopted by view the pew is very much the
the Rector Revd. Lydia Cook was opposite of this. I would argue that
to replace some of the pews with it is a device introduced to keep
chairs. Needless to say some of the churches full, and to maintain
the congregation was not happy! the established class hierarchy
Excuse me whilst I digress that has existed since the time of
for a moment. In a former life the Protestant Reformation.
I was responsible for quite
Look at the facts. First, there is
a
few
thousand
abandoned
railway
structures many of
which were listed.
History shows that
there was widespread
public opposition to
the building of the
railways - and these
bridges and viaducts
- during the 1800s.
However this was
nothing compared to
the fuss when we tried
to demolish them…
Eventually I came to
the conclusion that
many people wanted
to turn the country
into a giant museum
based on a flawed
nostalgia for the past.
Which brings me A Pew End in Beverley Minster
back to the subject of church little evidence of churches having
pews. What could be simpler? seating during the first 1,400 years
Humble and sturdy planks of of Christianity. In other words,
wood, the pew is an invitation to for most of the Saints - including
sit, and hear the Word of God Wilfrid - attending church meant
- a reminder that we follow the standing, kneeling, or wandering
teachings of a humble, crucified about the nave.
carpenter; the perfect symbol
If all of this standing, kneeling and
that all are equal in the eyes of wandering sounds uncomfortable
God. Sometimes padded, but to you, keep in mind that
usually not; comforting if not body postures are culturally
exactly comfortable. From the constructed. The Romans, for
greatest king to the poorest instance, almost never sat in
person, from the holiest saint to chairs, preferring to stand or
the most desperate sinner, all have recline, whilst the Japanese are
sat in these pews, pondering their still perfectly happy sitting on the
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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floor. The idea that sitting in a
backed chair is comfortable is a
modern, Western notion, and one
that has all sorts of health issues,
usually in the lower back. Also
ancient and medieval Christian
worship involved the average
parishioner much more actively
than today, with a lot of kneeling
and recitation, and climaxed with
the congregation coming forward
for communion. None of this
pretending to kneel
whilst merely bending
forward that most
congregations indulge
in nowadays.
Second,
seating
in churches didn’t
really become a thing
until
parishioners
got bored enough
to wish they were
sitting down. During
the
Reformation,
we began to jettison
everything from our
worship: confessions,
creeds,
communal
prayer to emphasize
how un-Catholic we
were, leaving only
the obligatory long,
boring, sermon. And
when your “come to
church” sales pitch is essentially
“Listen to me ramble-on about
Jesus for several hours!” the
response is predictably going
to be “OK, but can I at least sit
down?”
And so, to help establish the
Reformed Protestant Church
whilst
maintaining
church
attendance, the pew was born.
The early pews weren’t the stiff
wooden settle seats of today. No,
they were more like those boxes
they have at football stadiums.
These “box pews,” featured four
walls - often shoulder-high - with
Extended Online Version

doors, curtains, kneelers, tables,
and sometimes even fireplaces.
Basically you could hide or sleep
in them, and do whatever the 17thcentury version of playing games
on your smart phone might be.
They were also paid for by
each congregation’s wealthiest
families, who held deeds to them
and frequently passed them down
to their children, like the world’s
worst time-shares. On the rare
occasion that the deed to a pew
would become free, there was

the people in the timber boxes…
Finally the clergy spoke out
against them, but for a time
economic concerns held sway;
after all the church was getting
a fair income from pew sales
and rentals. Eventually, though,
the reasonable voices won out,
and most parishes did away with
their box pews, replacing them
with the “free and open” wooden
benches we know today, resulting
in services where toddlers run
rampant, and everyone faces

for the wealthy to endure long
sermons and to differentiate
themselves from the poor.
But like my listed viaducts,
people cling to the status quo;
even if their preference may be
second best, and many wish to
continue with “traditional” pews
instead of adaptable, comfortable,
chairs. All this despite the
increase usage of the church
space that chairs would permit,
and the potential increase in
income. I doubt though that they

the same way and has to remain
awake, and where people create
territorial rights over specific
pew seats despite not paying the
requisite rental to the church...
In the end, we learnt our
lesson, and now nobody goes
to church to be seen, which is
why everyone crams into the
back pews and leaves right after
communion. Unless of course
tea, coffee, cake & biscuits are on
offer in the church hall...
So, pews are not traditional,
but johnny-come-latelies, and
originally not for everyone, but

are contemplating replacing their
three-piece suits with settles!
So come on folks! Chuck out
the pews! You have much to gain
and nothing to lose but a bad
back and a numb bum!

Dot & Pat on Pew Duty

more often than not shenanigans
over which family would get it, since
being seen in a prominent pew was
an important status symbol.
Of course this also meant that
poor congregants where squeezed
into a smaller and smaller space as
more rich people demanded space
for box pews. None of this monarch
and poor person worshipping side
by side; everyone knew their
place. Attend any church service
during the 1700s and later, and
it would have been immediately
obvious who were the great and
the good of the parish; they were
Extended Online Version
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Family Information
We may not have been able to
meet together during this time
but that does not mean that St
Wilfrid’s ministry to families has
stopped! We have worked hard

to find ways to connect to and
engage with families, encouraging
and supporting children, young
people and their parents in their
relationship with God and helping

Friday Fun Club
We are currently meeting via Zoom every
Friday for stories, singing and prayer, as well
as a chat (which isn’t very easy on Zoom with
toddlers!) We have approx 10 children who
join us regularly with their parents/carers.
Facebook
Friday Fun Club has a Facebook page which
we update regularly. The parish Facebook
page now has a Families’ Friday update too.
We have also created a Facebook group,
Families at St Wilf’s. This is a group providing
mutual support to families. Steph Taylor
updates the group regularly with encouraging,
inspirational posts.
Family Focus
Every week someone from our children’s
ministry team produces Family Focus which
includes a story or verse from the Bible,
wondering questions, songs, prayers and
activities. This is emailed to local schools and
is available on our website and on Facebook.
We are using The Hope Club resources
produced by the Diocese of York for our
Family Focus during August. You can check
these out on our website and on the parish
You Tube channel.

them to incorporate their faith
into their daily lives at home.
Here is an update on some of the
things we have been doing over
the last few months....

Pete-in-Touch
Rev Pete makes a weekly video on YouTube
for primary aged children and their families. It
is full of jokes, fun, songs, stories and prayers
and is loved by children and adults too!
The Zone
Our youth group, led by Pete and Charlotte
Watson, is meeting regularly via Zoom. We
have also been sending regular emails to our
young people with competitions, quizzes and
links to the Youth For Christ resources. We
also have a weekly Zone post on the parish
Facebook page.
A2O
Our young people’s Bible study and discussion
group for older teens, led by Emma Perkins
and Martha Harrold, continues to meet
virtually with sessions held via Zoom. As well
as reflecting on worship songs and linked
Bible passages, we build in time for everyone
to chat, socialise and to share concerns and
prayer topics.

And of course we have created and delivered If you would like more information about any of
our prayer bags which you can read about in a these activities or to access St Wilf’s online, please
separate article.
see the information below.

PCC Meeting Look Ahead
The provisional date for the Annual Parish Church Meeting is Sunday 11th October 2020.
Something to look forward to in these dark times :)

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St. Wilf’s Online
Have you checked out St Wilf’s online?
St Wilfrid’s Parish Website
www.stwilfridsparish.com
On our website you can find all the latest news from St Wilf’s and
our Family Focus weekly activities. There are also links to our online
services and to the Connected magazine.
We have several Facebook pages:
The Parish of St Wilfrid’s Brayton
https://www.facebook.com/stwilfridsbrayton
for latest news and updates.
Friday Fun Club
https://www.facebook.com/StWilfridsFridayFunClub
for information about our toddler group. Friday Fun club is currently
meeting via ZOOM at 2pm every Friday afternoon. Please get in touch
via Facebook if you’d like to join us.
Families at Wilf’s
a Facebook group providing mutual support for families. Please let us
know if you would like to join.
We also have a Brayton Parish You Tube channel. Here you can
find our online services and Pete in Touch, which is loads of fun for
families. (Just search for Brayton Parish.)
Email: rector@stwilfridsparish.com
Tele: 01757 704 707

Services Resume
We are delighted to announce that
the St Francis church building will
re-open for Thursday morning
services from 3rd September at
10am. As with the Sunday 9.30am
and Wednesday private prayer at
St Wilfrid’s:

• Masks must be worn in the
building
• The communion will include
wafers only
• The Service will be spoken; no
singing will be allowed
• Alas no tea or coffee
refreshments
• The congregation capacity is • The toilets will not be available,
limited in both Churches. We
are very sorry, but entry will At St Wilfrid’s the online service
be on a first come first served on Sunday at 10:30am will
continue, as will the Wednesday
basis.

Extended Online Version
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9:30am Morning Prayer plus
Coffee & Catch up via zoom. Many
thanks for your understanding.
Blessings

Rev Pete Watson &
Rev Christine Gillespie

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Supporting Brayton Parish Online

A Cup of Joy!

Thank you to all those ensuring their regular
donations are reaching our account – through
standing orders, cheques, weekly envelopes
etc. We have now set up online giving
through GiveALittle for one-off donations of
any size. Gifts can be made by following the
Donate button which will take you to the
GiveALittle website
Please support our mission and service in the
local community. Giving financially to our churches
is as valuable now as ever. Although we may not be
able to gather physically in worship at the moment,
our mission to serve our communities here remains
constant, and continues to need resourcing.
As churches we are seeking, as always, to be
beacons of Christ’s love and hope, offering prayer
and various forms of support to meet people’s needs
during this difficult time. Examples of this include
the wonderful work of our Volunteer Support
Team; the various fellowship and support groups

that are meeting online; and the worship resources
we are making available both on and offline. It is
the generous giving of others that will enable this
mission to continue.
In addition, we continue to have to meet the
ongoing costs of maintaining our buildings, paying
our utility bills and considering longer term needs
(e.g. tower restoration and heating repair)
We recognise that, like us, many other people and
organisations are facing financial challenges at this
time, but if you are in a position to give something
towards enabling our mission and service of our
local community to continue, we would be very
grateful.
St Wilfrid’s PCC

A tea shop is a wondrous place
Where I for one just love to be!
A place to rest from life’s harsh pace
And sit and drink a cup of tea!
Indeed, it’s time to take a rest!
From all life’s pressures, take a break!
And just today it might be best
To have a slice of home-made cake!
One facility that has now reopened after
lockdown is the tea shop. Oh, how I’ve missed
tea shops! Nigel Beeton

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in
any of the Services in September below
St Wilfrid’s
St Francis’
Methodists
Wednesday 2nd
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee &
Catch up St Wilfrid’s via Zoom
Sunday 6th
9:30am Holy Communion
in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Morning Prayer
St Wilfrid’s via YouTube
Wednesday 9th
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee &
Catch up St Wilfrid’s via Zoom
Sunday 13th
9:30am Holy Communion
in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Family Holy Communion St
Wilfrid’s via YouTube
Wednesday 16th
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee &
Catch up St Wilfrid’s via Zoom
Sunday 20th
9:30am Holy Communion
in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Celtic Communion
St Wilfrid’s via YouTube
Wednesday 23rd
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee &
Catch up St Wilfrid’s via Zoom
Sunday 27th
9:30am Holy Communion
in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion
St Wilfrid’s via YouTube
Wednesday 30th
9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee &
Catch up St Wilfrid’s via Zoom

Extended Online Version

Thursday 3rd
10:00am Holy Communion
in St Francis
Thursday 10th
10:00am Holy Communion
in St Francis
Thursday 17th
10:00am Holy Communion
in St Francis
Thursday 24th
10:00am Holy Communion
in St Francis

21

Brayton
Sunday 6th
10:30am Morning Worship with Holy
Communion
Sunday 13th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 20th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 27th
10:30am Harvest Festival
Burn
Sunday 13th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday September 27th
10:30am Morning Worship @
Hambleton

www.StWilfridsParish.com

From the Parish Registers
Funerals
We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
10th August
John Yorke (87) at York Crematorium
14th August
Sylvia Place (82) at St Francis
17th August
Anita Evangelina Donnelly at Willerby Crematorium

Floodlights
The Church floodlights will be illuminated on:
26th September
In Loving Memory of Donald Coughlan

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran
hannahsuekarran@gmail.com		
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran
rpsuekarran@gmail.com		
Reader
Jackie Jackman
porgles.pogs@icloud.com		
Church Warden
Claire Nutt
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Claire Nutt
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze

(01757 704707)

(07538 813079)
(07901 359208)
(01757 706475)
(01757 712206)

Treasurer
Jill Clarke
(01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 712206)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
Clergy.Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman
Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft
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(01757 706475)

(01757 707987)

(01757 707380)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
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