Welcome

to the March 2021 edition
of Connected.
This month Revd. Pete Watson
relates the bible story in John of
the adulterous woman sentenced
to be stoned to death, and relates
this to God’s love and forgiveness
for those who repent.
Tony Service recalls the advice
of John Wesley regarding the
singing of hymns - thankfully this
doesn’t include holding a tune
– and also has some delightful
responses of children to the
question “What does love mean?”
Karl Javis continues his virtual
walk along the St Hilda’s Way,
and Ruth Miles notes that we
are all at risk when one of us
is threatened.

The Revd. Michael Burgess looks
at Rossetti’s Ecce Ancilla Domini
and Dr Ruth Bancewicz gives us
some much needed advice on
mental health as we continue
in lockdown.
The back page photographs
this month are of a Parish Lunch
in the old Brayton Village Hall in
January 1994. Didn’t we scrub
up well!
The Brayton Parish Website
(w w w. StWilfridsParish.com)
sends out notices of Services
and events in St Francis and St
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers.
It is easy to subscribe on the
website, so why not use this
method of staying up-to-date

on news in the Parish? It is of
course free.
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5
a year (£4 for pensioners), or
you can pick up a single copy for
75p from any of the Churches
mentioned within these pages.
Subscriptions run from June
each year.
You may also download
Connected
free
from
the
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.
Articles for Connected are
always gratefully received, by the
11th of the month please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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Calling Home!
An advert appeared in a university student newspaper, “Sweet little old lady wishes to correspond with
good-looking university student – especially a six-footer with brown eyes, with initials J.A.D., and originally
from Selby” It was signed, “his mother.”
www.StWilfridsParish.com

2

Extended Online Version

#TheParishThisMonth
This month I am indebted to
Hilary Putman, Lis Middup and
Revd. Pete for their splendid
pictures of the Parish during the
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recent flooding and the Arctic of the North’ Lis Middup during
conditions that prevailed in lockdown exercise. Good work
February. The cover picture this Lis!
month is a selfie taken by ‘Nanook
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Dear Friends
I shared the following reflection
on Ash Wednesday at our zoom
Morning Prayer service, and
wanted to share it more widely
here too:
Celebrating the joy of God’s
forgiveness…that’s how the
Taize Book of Common Prayer
describes this season of Lent we
find ourselves in once again. I love
this expression, because it brings
together the two strands of the

describes an encounter of Jesus
with a woman, who having been
caught in the act of adultery, is
dragged out into the public square
by a group of religious leaders and
made to stand before him, as well
as anyone else who happened to
be walking by at the time! (I can’t
help wondering where her equally
guilty male lover was?!). Unlike
this woman, initially abandoned
in her weakness, we are not

than respond immediately, Jesus
bends down and writes something
on the ground with his finger.
There’s been a lot of speculation
about what he wrote and why,
and I guess we’ll never know. But
I did once hear someone reflect
that actually what he was doing
may simply have been to take
the spotlight off the woman for a
moment or two, to give her some
breathing space to gather herself

abandoned in ours. God’s offer
of forgiveness has no sell by date.
This is really what the men who
so brutally exposed this woman
to public vilification lost sight of,
and it’s this that Jesus responds
to. Jesus doesn’t deny the wrongdoing, but challenges the brutal
hypocrisy of the accusers.
In this story we see the
compassionate forgiveness of
Jesus unfold, and it’s a forgiveness
that is rooted in Jesus’ own
profound humanity. In John’s
account, when asked by the
religious leaders what he thought
should happen to her- the law
said she should be stoned-, rather

together, to compose herself
in the midst of her sudden and
rude vulnerability. What a simple,
thoughtful human response.
So,
Jesus
is
honest,
compassionate, thoughtful. But
maybe there’s another hero in this
story too. Let’s think again about
what happened: the accusers
drag this woman out; make their
case; she’s clearly guilty; except
for one sentence, Jesus makes no
argument. Instead, he turns the
tables on the religious zealots:
‘Go ahead! If you’ve no sin in
your life, stone her’. All it needed
was for one holy hothead to pick
up a stone and throw it, a holy

Jesus and the adulteress by Rembrandt

season: on the one hand, an
honest recognition of our sin, our
weakness, our failure as human
beings to live as God intended;
on the other hand, that this
very recognition stands within
the circle of God’s expansive,
forgiving love for us.
In a funny way, to celebrate the
joy of God’s forgiveness properly,
is a serious business…a serious
celebration…it means holding
two things in tension: taking
sin seriously, and taking God’s
forgiveness seriously. That’s
celebrating seriously, and that’s
why we can be joyful in Lent!
In John 8.1-11, the writer
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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hothead with a poor memory, a
holy hothead who’d forgotten his
own sinfulness.
But what happened? As they
stood there, one by one the men
walked away, until the woman
was left alone with Jesus. This
meant one man had to walk away
first; one man had to take the
lead. Why did he do it? We can
only speculate, but surely it took
some courage? As he did it he
had no guarantee that his fellow
accusers would follow him. He
may even have had good reason
to think that from that time
onwards they would despise him;
maybe even for the rest of his life
there would be mutterings among
those in his circle that were it not
for him walking away when he

did, they would have got Jesus
there and then, tripped him up
on a technicality. After all, that’s
what this had all been about: a set
up by his religious opponents to
catch Jesus out.
Why did he do it? We can only
guess. But it seems clear that
here we see a man with deep
convictions of what is right and
wrong, who knew adultery was
wrong and was determined to
oppose it, yet who also seems
to have had room in his heart
for grace. Strong convictions are
important, but not if they leave no
room for grace. Maybe his sense
of grace came out of an honest
recognition of his own need of
it, a sudden powerful awareness
of his own sin and need of God’s

loving forgiveness.
As we consider our own
journey with God this Lent,
I think perhaps we can see
something of ourselves in this
nameless man: the need to
recognise our own failure and
then to take action. For us, as
Christians, that action is turning
to God, saying sorry and allowing
ourselves to be completely and
wonderfully overwhelmed by the
love and forgiveness he wants to
lavish on us.
That’s serious celebration
indeed, so enjoy!
Pete Watson

Wear your daffodil with Pride
Marie Curie, the UK’s leading
end-of-life care charity will this
year celebrate their 35th annual
Great Daffodil Appeal, which
is held every March across the
UK. The money raised from
this appeal enables the charity
to continue their vital work
providing care and support to
people living with a terminal
illness and their families.
The coronavirus continues to
have a devastating effect on Marie
Curie’s fundraising, as activities
up and down the country have
had to be cancelled. However,
there’s still lots of ways people
can get involved, with things like
the Step into Spring Challenge in
March where people walk 10,000
steps a day, they can host a virtual
collection or buy and wear one
of the charity’s iconic daffodils in
memory of a loved one.
This year will be even more
special as the charity encourages
Extended Online Version

the nation to come together to and Marie Curie is inviting the
reflect, grieve and remember nation to unite and remember
for a National Day of Reflection. those who died and show support
and solidarity for those who have
been bereaved. The charity knows
how important it is for people
to grieve and the emotional and
psychological impact of not being
able to say goodbye properly and
grieving in isolation can have.
Due to the pandemic, Marie
Curie won’t have their normal
collections on the street, so
donations are more important
than ever. To support the
Great Daffodil Appeal, you can
donate at www.mariecurie.org.
uk/daffodil or you can buy your
daffodil pin in store at a number
of high street stores including
Superdrug or Savers.
Tuesday 23rd March 2021 will
mark one year since the UK first
went into a nationwide lockdown
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Methodist News
One Year On!
As you read this, have we
emerged from a third lockdown
period or are we still being told
to “Stay home, Protect the NHS,
Save lives”? As many people
and newspaper writers have
commented, who would have
thought twelve months ago in
March 2020 that we would still be
in lockdown in March 2021, still
limited by pandemic restrictions
with no communal worship, no
hymn singing, no after-service
coffee fellowship, no church
events other than those done
by Zoom, Facebook or Youtube.
A year ago, few, if any of us,
had ever heard of Zooming but
now most of us are Zooming
on a regular basis. Rev Philip
Macdonald, our minister, soon
became proficient at organising
and providing Sunday worship via
his Facebook account. His first
virtual service was on Mothering
Sunday last year and he may
well be having another one on
Mothering Sunday this year.
The Christian seasons have
been and gone by default
without the usual celebrations
or observances. March, this year,
has three weeks of Lent leading
up to Palm Sunday on March
28. Philip is leading a weekly
Zoom Lent Bible study and the
Circuit is providing every person
connected with all our chapels
with a Lent Daily Reflection
booklet which has a bible reading,
a hymn and a prayer for each day
of Lent. I’m sure that all of us are
hoping and praying that this year
we will be able to once again walk
the path that Jesus took from
Palm Sunday though Holy Week
to Good Friday and on to the
victory of Easter Day. Time and
the pandemic will tell.
www.StWilfridsParish.com

How To Sing Hymns
In my lifetime, the Methodist
Church has had three hymn
books for public worship. In
1933 (which was before I was
born!) we had the Methodist
Hymn Book; in 1983, Hymns and
Psalms was published and then
we had Singing the Faith in 2011.
The first words in the preface
to the 1933 hymn book were
“Methodism was born in song”.
Because of the Covid restrictions,
communal hymn singing has been
forbidden which precipitated my
remark in January’s “Connected”,
“How can you have Methodist
worship without singing hymns
enthusiastically?”, words which
the Editor highlighted.
With all these comments
about hymn singing, you may be
interested in knowing how John
Wesley (founder of Methodism)
encouraged his followers to sing
in the 18th century! The following
is from John Wesley’s Select
Hymns, 1761:
1 Learn these tunes before
you
learn
any
others;
afterwards learn as many as
you please.
2 Sing them exactly as they
are printed here, without
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altering or mending them at
all; and if you have learned to
sing them otherwise, unlearn
it as soon as you can.
Sing all. See that you join
with the congregation as
frequently as you can. Let not
a single degree of weakness or
weariness hinder you. If it is a
cross to you, take it up, and
you will find it a blessing.
Sing lustily and with good
courage. Beware of singing as
if you were half dead, or half
asleep; but lift up your voice
with strength. Be no more
afraid of your voice now, nor
more ashamed of its being
heard, then when you sung the
songs of Satan.
Sing modestly. Do not bawl,
so as to be heard above or
distinct from the rest of the
congregation, that you may
not destroy the harmony; but
strive to unite your voices
together, so as to make one
clear melodious sound.
Sing in time. Whatever time
is sung be sure to keep with
it. Do not run before nor stay
behind it; but attend close to
the leading voices, and move
therewith as exactly as you
Extended Online Version

can; and take care not to sing
too slow. This drawling way
naturally steals on all who are
lazy; and it is high time to drive
it out from us, and sing all our
tunes just as quick as we did
at first.
7 Above all sing spiritually.
Have an eye to God in every
word you sing. Aim at pleasing
him more than yourself, or any
other creature. In order to do
this attend strictly to the sense
of what you sing, and see that
your heart is not carried away
with the sound, but offered to
God continually; so shall your
singing be such as the Lord will
approve here, and reward you
when he cometh in the clouds
of heaven.

that your name is safe in their
mouth.’ Billy - age 4
‘Love is when a girl puts on
perfume and a boy puts on
shaving cologne and they go out
and smell each other.’ Karl - age 5
‘Love is when you go out to
eat and give somebody most
of your French fries without
making them give you any of
theirs.’ Chrissy - age 6
‘Love is what makes you smile
when you’re tired.’ Terri - age 4

“‘I know my
older sister
loves me
because she
gives me
What does love mean?
Last month, I quoted this verse
all her old
from a Christine Rossetti’s carol:
Love shall be our token;
clothes and
love be yours and love be mine;
love to God and others,
has to go
love for plea and gift and sign.
I recently came across the
out and buy
following in my daughter’s church
new ones.’
magazine
(and
reproduced
with permission).
Lauren age 4
A group of professional people
posed this question to a group
of 4 to 8 year-olds, ‘What does
love mean?’ The answers they
got were broader, deeper, and
more profound than anyone
ever imagined!
‘When my grandmother got
arthritis, she couldn’t bend over
and paint her toenails anymore...
So my grandfather does it for
her all the time, even when his
hands got arthritis too. That’s
love.’ Rebecca - age 8
‘When someone loves you,
the way they say your name
is different. You just know
Extended Online Version

‘Love is when my mommy makes
coffee for my daddy and she
takes a sip before giving it to him,
to make sure the taste is OK.’
Danny - age 8
‘Love is what’s in the room
with you at Christmas if you stop
opening presents and just listen.’
Bobby - age 7 (Wow!)
‘If you want to learn to love
better, you should start with a
friend who you hate.’ Nikka - age
6 (we need a few million more
Nikka’s on this planet)
‘Love is like a little old woman
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and a little old man who are still
friends even after they know each
other so well.’ Tommy - age 6
‘During my piano recital, I was
on a stage and I was scared. I
looked at all the people watching
me and saw my daddy waving
and smiling. He was the only
one doing that. I wasn’t scared
anymore.’ Cindy - age 8
‘I know my older sister loves me
because she gives me all her old
clothes and has to go out and buy
new ones.’ Lauren - age 4
And the final one: The winner
was a four year old child whose
next door neighbour was an
elderly gentleman who had
recently lost his wife. Upon
seeing the man cry, the little boy
went into the old gentleman’s
yard, climbed onto his lap, and
just sat there. When his mother
asked what he had said to the
neighbour, the little boy said,
‘Nothing, I just helped him cry.’
Now, take 60 seconds to think.
And then be a child again today!
Mill Lane questions?
Since the first lockdown last
March, my wife and I have been
out most days for exercise and
we would often walk down Mill
Lane, by the canal or round the
Barff. Mill Lane has prompted a
few questions. The first one was
where was the mill after which
Mill Lane was named? I wrote
a letter to the Selby Times last
year, asking that question, and a
number of people provided me
with the answer. It was in the
vicinity of the house called the
Westerlies, so named because of
the mill using the west wind to
turn the sails.
There were some mornings in
January when the temperature
was below freezing and many
www.StWilfridsParish.com

puddles along Mill Lane were
topped with frozen ice. Every
layer of ice was broken. Why?
Why can’t people leave the ice as
it is? Do they break it for fun, or
is it a form of vandalism, or do
they want to see how deep the
puddle is? Or is there another
reason? Is it the same reason
why people have to walk across
fresh snow which is outside, as
I write? Sometimes these things
intrigue me!
But there was one observation
which directed me to a Biblical
teaching. There is one house on
Mill Lane which has a light in the
porch outside the front door.
And that light is always on. Every
day over the last year, when we
have walked past that house, at
whatever time of day it is, the
light is always on. Why? Is it
deliberate? Is there an electrical

problem? If so, why has it not
been sorted out? (Update on
20th February - I’ve Just been for
today’s walk down Mill Lane and,
lo and behold, THE LIGHT IS
OFF! I wonder why it has taken
so long to resolve?)
But it did remind me of the
Biblical truth found in St John’s
gospel about Jesus being the light
of the world.
In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. The
light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome
it. (John 1.4-5) Jesus said, “I am
the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light
of life.” (John 8.12)
The light of Jesus is always
available. It never goes out. It is
always shining in the darkness –
in the darkness of the pandemic,

in the darkness of grief and
suffering, in the darkness of
misery and sadness. It is always
there to give us light when we
are walking through our own
darkness. It is always there to
lead us to God and the truths of
God’s holy word. As the Graham
Kendrick hymn proclaims:
Lord, the light of your love
is shining
In
the
midst
of
the
darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine
upon us
Set us free by the truth you
now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.
Tony Service

St Wilfrid’s Notices
Swaziland Zoom Presentation
For many years St Wilfrid’s has financially supported a school charity working in Swaziland in
southern Africa. Keith Fossey, who represents the charity in the UK, will be giving a presentation by
zoom on the school on Tuesday 2nd March at 7.30pm. The presentation, including an opportunity
for questions, will take about an hour.
If you would like to attend the presentation please let me know and I will send a zoom invitation to
you by email the day before.
The presentation will be recorded and the uploaded it to the parish website and YouTube account.
All those in attendance will be seen on the recorded video, so if you’d rather not be recorded, all you
need to do is simply turn off your video for the presentation.
Thanks to Lis Middup for being our liaison with the charity and ensuring this presentation happens!
Revd. Pete Watson (pete.d.watson@outlook.com)

Virtual Quiz Night via Zoom: 12th March 2021
Please see the flyer on the back page of this month’s Connected. The quiz is to raise much needed funds
to repair the St Wilfrid’s Church Tower. Send me an email to take part. We look forward to sharing
an enjoyable evening with you!
Pat Jarvis (patjarvis69@gmail.com)

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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The G old f inch

A flash of yellow, gold, and red
Dancing in our flower bed
Flocked together, bringing charm
Their joyful song restoring calm.
Through centuries since times of old
We’ve always loved their plumage bold;
As they gathered round to feed
Seeking grubs, and thistle seed.
So, go ahead, and plant some thistles
You will see, among the bristles.
Golden birds who dance and dart
Bringing joy to warm your heart.

Extended Online Version
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Saint Hilda’s Way During Lockdown Part 3
I love to see the summer beaming forth
And white wool sack clouds sailing to the north
I love to see the wild flowers come again
And mare blobs stain with gold the meadow drain...
I love the hat grass when flower head swings
To summer winds and insects happy wings…
This lovely poem by John Clare
(1793 – 1864) could describe the
scenes you enjoy as you walk
around Barlow Common Nature
Reserve each June.
Pat and I made frequent visits
over the summer and took delight
in observing the magnificence of
nature in all its glory. Abounding
in young woodland trees,
especially the rapid growing birch,
the reserve supports a number
of species of wild flowers, They,
in turn, provide habitats for
numerous birds, butterflies, bees
and assorted crawlies!. Majestic
and such a reward for making a
circuit around the old forgotten
spoil tips as they once were.
I left you, last month, with
a stained-glass image of an
old priest, Nicholas Postgate,
striding out across his beloved
moorlands near Egton Bridge in
Eskdale. Our virtual walk of St
Hilda’s Way needs to spend more
time in this area before heading
towards Whitby.
The village of Egton was a
hotbed for dissention in the
later seventeenth century with
conflict and intimidation rife.
Egton was sheltering a divided
community with both catholic
and protestant religions being
practiced. An original small
chapel, dedicated to Saint Hilda,
suffered damage in the wake of
the English Reformation under
Henry V111. Catholicism was
www.StWilfridsParish.com

driven ‘underground’ at a time
when an older Nicholas retired
to Egton following a life of serving
God in communities ranging from
Tadcaster to Northern France.
Services were held in local houses
and were conducted in secret.
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Nicholas walked the moors
dressed as a gardener to serve
his ‘flock’ until he was arrested in
Littlebeck in 1678 whilst baptising
a child. Imprisoned in York Castle
dungeon for many months, he was
finally executed over a year later.
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Catholics of Egton, nevertheless,
continued to meet in secret
until they were able to build
their new chapel over a hundred
years later in 1797. Dedicated
to Saint Hedda, a contemporary
and follower of Hilda at Whitby
Abbey, it proved too small for the
growing congregation and was
replaced by the existing church of
Saint Hedda in 1866. The Anglican
church of Saint Hilda, Egton, was
rebuilt ten years later. Clearly
a period in history when there
was funding in plenty. Today,
of course, the churches stand
alongside each other, symbols of
a far greater unity amongst the
Christians of the valley.
The
Esk
runs
swiftly
downstream towards Grosmont.
This narrow valley has found
space to allow the construction
of the rail track that runs from
Whitby to Cleveland and it is in
this popular tourist centre that
the North York Moors railway
line joins with it. Our walk takes
us slightly to the north of the busy
village so that we can ford the
river and cross Wades Causeway,
a north to south route, thought
to be up to six thousand years old.
Wade was thought to be a giant
figure from Germanic or Norse
mythology and the long track has
attracted the interest of many
investigators over the years.
The site of a Grandmontine

Priory on the site of ‘Priory
Farm’ lies nearby. One of only
three priories of this order, it
was founded around 1076 by
Saint Stephan of Triers. One
of the earliest religious sites
established after the Conquest,
this was perfect for an order
of religious men who sought
extreme seclusion.
The Way heads north easterly
across a heavily wooded area
towards the crossing point of the
A169 at the foot of Blue Bank, at
Sleights. Thirty two miles have
been completed and the north
sea beckons only five miles away!
Another Saint Hilda’s Church,
this time in the village of Sneaton
has a window dedicated to
the lay brother and herdsman,
Caedmon. There will be more
about his connection with Hilda
in the April Connected.
With my best wishes,
Karl Jarvis

Inspiration taken from the
Guide Walking St Hilda’s Way
by Nancy and John Eckersley
ISBN 978-0-9567890-2-0.

In Memoriam
I’m sorry to report that I have heard the news of
the passing of John Eckersley, peacefully at home in
Yorkshire earlier this year.
John, and his wife Nancy, were an inspiration to
the community of Heslington where Pat and I grew
to know them well and share a few of their walks
together. A teacher throughout his life, John was
devoted to making things better for people. He
Extended Online Version
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spent many years as a fund-raiser for the Christian
Aid charity. He wrote walking books in his spare
time. The Guide to St Hilda’s Way being just one. John
is remembered with great affection by many people.

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Preparing for Passiontide
A half-day Zoom retreat on Friday
19th March from 9:30am to 12:30pm,
led by Revd. Roy Shaw.
To register, email to Revd. Roy at:
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
by Monday 15th March
There will be input from Revd. Roy
followed by time for guided reflection.
It would be helpful to have a Bible,
notebook and pen handy.

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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A Mouse Sermon
It’s Sunday and I am a
Methodist Local preacher
so I hope that you will
not mind me sending you
this “sermon”. I think it
is very relevant today.
A
mouse
looked
through a crack in the
wall to see the farmer
and his wife open a
package. “ What food
might this contain?”
the mouse wondered.
He was devastated to
discover it was a mouse
trap. Retreating to the
farmyard he shared his
worries.
“There’s a
mouse trap in the house,
there’s a mouse trap in
the house!”
The chicken clucked
and scratched for food.
Without even raising
her head she said, “Mr.
Mouse, I can see how
this affects you, but it is
of no consequence to
me, so don’t bother me.”
The pig sympathised
but said, “I’m so sorry,
Mr Mouse, but there’s
nothing I can do but
be assured, you’ll be in
my prayers!”
The mouse turned
to the cow and said,
“They’ve put a mouse
trap in the house!” The cow
said, “Oh dear, Mr. Mouse, I’m
so sorry for you but it’s no skin
off my nose - it’s your problem
after all.”
So the mouse returned to
the house, head down, dejected
and lonely.
That night, the farmer’s wife
heard a sound - it was the mouse
trap catching its prey. She hurried
down to see what had happened
Extended Online Version

chicken and made some
nourishing soup , but that
didn’t seem to give his
wife strength. Friends
and neighbours came
from far and wide to visit
her and to feed them the
farmer had to kill the pig.
Unfortunately, she did
not get better and died.
So
many
people
came to the funeral
that the farmer had to
slaughter the cow to
provide enough meat
to feed them all at the
funeral luncheon.
The mouse looked
upon it all from his
crack in the wall with
great sadness.
So, the next time you
hear that someone is
facing a problem and
think it doesn’t concern
you remember.........when
one of us is threatened,
we are all at risk. We
are all involved in this
journey called Life!!
Here endeth the
sermon, I hope you find
it relevant.
Blessings
Ruth Miles
and in the darkness she did not
see the trap which had caught a
venomous snake by its tail. The
snake bit the farmer’s wife who
had to be rushed to hospital.
When she returned home, she
did not recover but had a very
high temperature. Now in the
outback, everyone knows that
the best thing for fever is chicken
soup, so the farmer went in
to the farmyard and killed the
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Ruth is a Methodist local preacher
from the Wakefield circuit. With
thanks to Yvonne Green for
sharing this text
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God in the Arts
Behold the handmaid of
the Lord
Ecce Ancilla Domini (Behold the
handmaid of the Lord) is the
title of this month’s painting
of the Annunciation by Dante
Gabriel Rossetti. We shall hear
those words in the Gospel for
this feast on 25th March,
when Mary responds to
Gabriel’s message that
she is to be the mother
of our Saviour.
It is a scene that
has inspired artists
throughout the history
of Christianity. Over
those years certain
traditions emerged: in
many paintings Mary
was often shown at
prayer, dressed in blue,
in a room that was
filled with elaborate
furnishings of the period,
all opening out onto the
wider world.
Rossetti’s painting of
1850 is very different.
He was a founding
member of the PreRaphaelite Brotherhood,
and as both a poet
and a painter, he soon
became its recognised
leader. But the work of
the Brotherhood was
not without its critics.
When Rossetti’s painting
was exhibited, it was
dismissed as ‘absurd,
affected,
ill-drawn,
insipid,
crotchety and puerile’ because it
was such a contrast to the more
traditional portrayals of this
scene in Luke’s Gospel.
Here there is a claustrophobic
feel to the painting. Mary and
Gabriel fill the tiny, cell-like room.
There is a window, but it does not
www.StWilfridsParish.com

open out to scenery and nature:
just a solitary tree. Rossetti called
‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’ his ‘white
picture.’ That is the colour that
dominates: the robes of Mary
and the angel, the stones of the
floor, the paint on the walls, the
flowers that Gabriel offers. Blue,

the traditional colour for Mary, is
relegated to the screen behind and
the sky outside. Other colours
are provided by the yellow flames
of Gabriel’s feet and the tapestry
in the foreground on which Mary
has embroidered lilies. These
flowers, like the whiteness, are
symbols of purity.
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The model for Mary was
Christina, his sister, the author
of ‘In the bleak mid-winter’,
and in portraying her, Rossetti
has captured the adolescent
vulnerability of Mary. A small
dove linking the two characters
is a sign of God’s spirit coming
to bring new life to this
young girl. How does she
respond? What is the
expression on her face?
Does she see the adult
world of responsibility
and
motherhood
opening up before her? Is
it anxiety or wonder or
awe? Or are all of these
responses captured in
her expression?
The stillness of the
scene, the whiteness
of the room – they are
like a blank canvas on
which God can paint His
Gospel, His Good New
of life and hope. Just
as it opened up a new
world for Mary, so the
Gospel can open up a
new world for all of us.
We may respond with
anxiety and worry, or
with wonder and awe
to that invitation. Or
those feelings may be
transformed into trust
and service like Mary
in Luke’s Gospel: ‘Here
am I, the servant of the
Lord: let it be with me
according to your word.’
Revd. Michael Burgess
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God in the Sciences
What will March bring? grief and our thanks to God. Try
Mental health ideas for reading one or two each day.
uncertain times
Journalling
We may all have rather mixed Keep a journal of thoughts,
feelings on reaching March this experiences or practices you
year. On the one hand, it is have engaged with during the day.
lovely to see the onset of Spring, Constructing a personal narrative
and vaccinations and better or story is now recognised as a
weather may make
handling the pandemic
a little easier. On the
other hand, marking a
year from the start of
the first UK lockdown
will be painful for
some, especially as
many of us are likely
to be experiencing
restrictions or ongoing
hardships for quite some
time. We may need
to find new ways to
keep going, so here are
some suggestions that
draw on both science
and Christian theology.
Getting outside
Time outdoors in a
natural environment is
very good for you – and
you can’t argue with
the happy hormones
produced by exercise.
Attending to the details
of nature can also
inspire awe, which has
been linked to positive
mood, and increased
life satisfaction. Enjoying
creation can also help
Evgeniya Litovchenko
us connect with God.
Looking outside
very powerful psychological
If you are truly stuck indoors, and spiritual tool for building
try putting bird feeders outside resilience. It is also a vital learning
your window so creation comes tool that we can go back to when
to you. This is also an act of tough times return in the future.
kindness (see below)!
Acts of kindness
Lament & praise
Helping or encouraging someone
The Psalms are a rich resource else is obviously a good thing
to help us express both our to do in itself, but it also has a
Extended Online Version
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very positive effect on the giver spiritually, mentally, emotionally,
and even physically. Whichever
way you look at it, finding new
ways to show kindness to others
can be a very effective way to
help ourselves feel better too.
Gratitude
Gratitude is another
natural drug – in a sense
– that can help us feel
better. Try keeping a
grateful diary, adding a
few things each day.
Laugh, sing, make
music, dance
All of these activities
are deeply rooted in
our physical and mental
makeup. You may have
forgotten how great they
feel, especially in times
of sadness, but we can
learn from children who
do them very naturally.
I hope these ideas
may help bring us closer
to God, each other, and
His creation.
Dr Ruth M
Bancewicz
Church Engagement
Director at The
Faraday Institute for
Science and Religion
in Cambridge
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How Much is that Doggie...

Victor Grabarczyk

Julia Mulligan, North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner, is inviting dog owners to complete a
new national survey to better understand dog theft.
The research comes after a spate of highprofile incidents nationally leading experts to
believe criminals are exploiting the huge hike
in prices and demand for puppies during the
coronavirus restrictions.
Home Secretary Priti Patel is now reviewing pet
theft nationally and considering additional options
for enforcement, including harsher penalties
for offenders.
The results of the survey, which is being
coordinated by the Association of Police and Crime
Commissioners, will help find out how widespread
the fear of dog theft is, and whether there is support
for tougher enforcement.
Julia Mulligan, North Yorkshire Police, Fire and
Crime Commissioner, said:
“I know that dog theft is becoming more of a
concern for many people after a series of highprofile incidents across the country so it’s important
owners across North Yorkshire and York have their
say in this survey.
“It is still not common, but its impacts can be
devastating both for individuals and families whose
dogs are part of the family and for farmers and rural
businesses where dogs have play a crucial role in
everything they do.”
The 60-second survey can be completed at http://
www.StWilfridsParish.com

bit.ly/DogTheftSurveyNY and will be open until
17:00 on Friday 12 March.
Advice on keeping dogs safe is available on the
North Yorkshire Police website: Dog thefts - North
Yorkshire Police | North Yorkshire Police.
John Clarke

The reason a dog has so many friends is that he
wags his tail and not his tongue.
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Finding God
Do you know the popular series
of books entitled Where’s
Wally? These books are filled
with very detailed cartoon
drawings in each of which is
hidden Wally. He is dressed in
a red and white striped ski cap
and glasses and the challenge
is to find Wally. You have to
search for some time to pick

my bed I remember you; I think
of you through the watches of
the night’ (Ps 63:6).
What does this look like in
practice? Here is a step by
step guide:
1. Be still for a moment, and
quiet your mind.
2. Acknowledge that Jesus is
present. Invite Him to guide you.

mercy and love. Ask him to
refresh you as you sleep.
As you begin reviewing your
day with God regularly, you
can expect to see two things
beginning to happen:
Firstly, you will become more
aware of recurring negative
patterns in your life, which will
challenge these wrong attitudes

3. Recall the beginning of the
day, when you first woke up.
Watch that scene, as if on film.
What is your reaction to what
you see? Talk to God about it.
4. Continue through the film
of your day, going from scene
to scene. As you reflect on
each one, some scenes may
fill you with gratitude, others
with regret. Speak directly to
God about this. You may also
want to pray for those you
encountered during the day.
5. End your review with a
prayer of thanksgiving for God’s

and habits and increase your
desire to grow and change.
Secondly, you will become
more aware of God’s presence
in the ordinary moments of
your life. And when you start
experiencing the reality of
God’s presence with you every
day, it’s not ordinary any more!

Fa Barboza

him out of the crowd, but
Wally is always there!
In many ways, like finding
Wally, we need to develop the
skill of identifying God’s presence
in our daily lives. One approach
that can help us to find God
throughout the day is to do a
daily review of our day with
God. It can provide us with a
means of seeing where God has
been at work during our day. It’s
an opportunity of remembering
how God has been at work
and how we have responded to
Him. As the psalmist says, ‘On
Extended Online Version
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The Revd.
Hardingham

Canon

Paul
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Stresses of the Covid Situation

Do we need someone to talk to?
Are we getting enough
exercise outside?
Are we doing arm-chair exercises?
How are we ensuring
our mental health?
How are we safeguarding each other?
Help is out there…
Pat Jarvis
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com 01757 708881 		
Coordinator for St Wilfrid and St Francis 				
Volunteers regarding ‘phone friends’
Cathy Rodgers
safeguarding@stwilfridsparish.com 01757 704303 		
Safeguarding Officer
Jan Tetley
tetleyjan@gmail.com 01757 707987
Deputy Safeguarding Officer
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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We can sign post you to sites…
www.home-start.org.uk
Working with young families to provide both practical and
emotional support
www.nspcc.org.uk
National Society for the Prevention Of Cruelty to Children
www.womensaid.org.uk
Female domestic abuse charity
www.restoredrelationships.org
Christian domestic abuse charity
www.mankind.org.uk
Male domestic abuse charity
www.stopitnow.org.uk
child safeguarding organization
www.scie.org.uk
Social Care Institute for Excellence
www.ceop.police.uk
child exploitation and online protection command
www.elderabuse.org.uk
adult safeguarding charity
www.ageuk.org.uk
adult safeguarding charity
www.barnardos.org.uk
child protection charity

Extended Online Version
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www.theclewerinitiative.org
modern slavery charity
www.modernslavery.co.uk
modern slavery charity
www.macsas.org.uk
survivor advocacy charity

Basic Awareness session on Safeguarding
If you have any spare time and can access on line training then
please consider doing the C0 Basic Awareness session on
Safeguarding
The course takes around 1hr to complete and has been
accredited by the Continuing Professional Development
Accreditation Service who also provide certification.
Recommended for anyone who needs a basic level of awareness
of safeguarding. This may include but is not limited to: vergers,
servers, welcomers, caretakers, refreshment helpers, shop staff,
sidespersons, PCC or ECC members, churchwardens, bell ringers,
choir members/music group members, employees of the Diocesan
Board of Education and Diocesan Board of Finance.
The aim of the course is to place safeguarding in the context of
the Church and Christian Pastoral Care.
The objectives:

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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By the end of the session, you should:
• Be able to describe the scope of safeguarding in the church
context;
• Be able to recognise safeguarding concerns;
• Be aware of how to respond well to safeguarding information,
including who to inform;
• Be aware of when to make a record, what to include and the
boundaries of confidentiality.
This course is taken online at:
www.safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org
Go to ‘Online Courses’ on the top menu and then select @
Safeguarding Basic Awareness’.You may be asked to create a new
free User Account before continuing to the course.
Jan Tetley February 2021

Extended Online Version
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From the Parish Registers
Funerals
We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:
18th January
Edward (Ted) Long (68) at York Crematorium
27th January
Brian (Stubby) Hirst (88) at St Wilfrid’s
1st February
Margaret Gill (84) at St Wilfrid’s
9th February
Marjorie Howcroft-Russell (85) at St Wilfrid’s
15th February
Hazel Banks (89) at St Wilfrid’s
22nd February
Anthony (Tony) Parkinson (78) at St Wilfrid’s

Weddings
We offer our congratulations to:
6th February
Sabrina Willett and David Farrow

Floodlights
The Church floodlights were, or will be, illuminated on:
19th February
In loving birthday memory of Harry Croft
7th March
In loving birthday memory of Gwynne Richardson
15th March
In loving birthday memory of Ena Thompson
If you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage,
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
(01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson
p.finlinson@outlook.com
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran
rpsuekarran@gmail.com		
(07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
porgles.pogs@icloud.com		
(01757 706475)
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		
(01757 708881)
Ministry Team
Treasurer
Mel Allan
(01757 706068)
Jill Clarke
(01757 708646)
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Electoral Roll Officer
Sue Beevers
(01757 229515)
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Pat Griffiths
(01757 705793)
Junior Church
Joan Howden
(01757 700942)
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Sheila Newsome
(01757 705497)
Friday Fun Club
Claire Nutt
(01757 712206)
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Carol Sowden
(01757 703590)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Gordon Tute
(01757 707123)
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Sacristan
Craft Group
Sheila Newsome
(01757 705497)
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Officers
Mothers Union
PCC Secretary
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Ruth Breeze
(01757 701911)
Book Club
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
Rosalind Wilson

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
Clergy.Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie
24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
(01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place
rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson
p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place, Roy Shaw, and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman
Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley
Treasurer
Reginold George
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft
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(01757 706475)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
regi-george@hotmail.co.uk

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson

(01757 707380)
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Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in February below
St Francis’ & St Wilfrid’s
Wednesday 3rd
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 7th
10:30am Morning Prayer via Youtube
5:00pm Inspire via Zoom
Wednesday 10th
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 14th Mothering Sunday
10:30am Family Holy Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 17th
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 21st
10:30am Celtic Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 24th
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 28th Palm Sunday
10:30am Holy Communion via Youtube
Wednesday 31st
9:30am Morning Prayer via Zoom

During the Covid pandemic our services
may be subject to restrictions
Check the Parish website
www.stwilfridsparish.com
the A Church Near You website
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18922
or our FaceBook page
www.facebook.com/stwilfridsbrayton
for further details

Methodists
Brayton
Sunday 7th
No service
Sunday 14th
No service
Sunday 21st
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 28th
10:30am Morning Worship
Burn
Sunday 7th
No service
Sunday 14th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 21st
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 28th
10:30am Morning Worship

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Important notice
At the time of writing, all our local churches
are still closed until further notice due
to the restrictions recommended by the
government and the Methodist Church. It is
uncertain when services will resume again,
though the following services have been
provisionally planned for March.
For updated information, please check
our website
www.gooleselbymethodist.org.uk
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When We Were Very Young
This month Tony Williams
pictures are of a Parish Lunch
held in the old Brayton Village
Hall.
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According to the image metadata this was held on the
afternoon of Sunday 30th January
1994. And it all looks to have
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been a most convivial afternoon
of fellowship. And much
chomping, obviously...
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join st wilfrid’s parish for a

virtual quiz night
and tower fundraiser
For adults & family groups with older teenagers
F r i d ay 12 t h M a r c h @ 7: 4 5 p m
Bring your own drinks & snacks and enjoy meeting with fellow
parishioners! To add to the fun give your ‘team’ a name! Invite your
friends and family - everyone is welcome! The quiz will include diverse
and interesting questions on many popular subject areas!

Under the excellent guidance of Quiz Master
Rebecca Shelbourn of Cawood fame, the evening
will utilise the modern electric Zoom Apparatus!
To take part email Pat Jarvis for the all important Zoom link.
(patjarvis69@gmail.com)

Donations to St Wilfrid’s Tower Restoration
may be achieved in a number of ways:
1. By cheque to our treasurer - Jill Clarke (01757 708646)
2. Via St Wilfrid’s Website by clicking here
3. Via the A Church Near You Website by clicking here

We look forward to seeing you on the 12th March!
Revd. Pete Watson - Rebecca Shelbourn - Pat Jarvis

