Welcome

to the December 2021 edition
of Connected.
What a sad autumn this has
been - we lost amongst others,
Tony Service, Brenda Nicholson
(a warm, bright, vivacious,
bubbly and warm hearted
member of our church family...)
and Revd. Rodger Place. Despite
this sadness, as Revd. Christine
Gilespie writes in a timely
fashion, we must take comfort
and support from God’s love
that will never fail us.
There is an article on Revd.
Rodger Place, and I have included
Revd. Pete’s Reflection that was
spoken at Rodger’s funeral.
There are also items on
the embroidery exhibition at
Selby Abbey, and the opening
of St Wilfrid’s for people to
experience the building as a
source of inspiration.

Jane Graham reports on the
Stage Reading of the play
Country Dances that Martin
Pearson organised recently.
Keith Fossey, of the Swaziland
Schools Project thanks us for
helping the charity improve the
lives of young people in Eswatini.
Finally I am delighted to
share photographs of Revd.
Rob Suekarran’s final service
before moving to Hull, and also
of Monica Oddy’s 90th birthday
celebration in St Francis.
The Brayton Parish Website
sends out notices of Services
and events in St Francis
and St Wilfrid’s, but only
to subscribers. It is easy to
subscribe on the website
(http://www.StWilfridsParish.
com/LatestNews, look for the
Subscribe link) so why not use
this method of staying up-to-

date on news in the Parish? It is
of course free.
Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5
a year (£4 for pensioners), or
you can pick up a single copy for
75p from any of the Churches
mentioned within these pages.
Subscriptions run from June
each year.
Connected may be
downloaded free from the St
Wilfrid’s website
www.StWilfridsParish.com.
Articles for Connected are
always gratefully received, by the
11th of the month please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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Two snowmen were standing next to each other.
One said to the other: “Can you smell carrots?”
Front cover: “Christ With Cross” by Pat Lumb from the Selby Textile Art Group Exhibition held in Selby Abbey in November.
See page 13 for more details.
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#TheParishThisMonth

Revd. Rob Suekarran, accompanied by his
family, took his last service in the Parish on
Sunday 31st October 2021. Rob takes up a new
post in Hull Minster as Associate Vicar, and
where he will be licensed on Wednesday 8th
December at 7pm.

St Wilfrid’s Church was open on the afternoon of 3rd
November 2021 to allow artists, photographers, poets
and the merely curious to engage with the fabric and
atmosphere of this ancient building. The Church will
be
open again on 1st December 2021, and it4 is hoped
www.StWilfridsParish.com
that this will become a monthly event during 2022.
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G i f t o f Li f e - Christmas

Creaking on the staircase,
Noise outside my door
A rustle in the chimney,
it’s ‘Santa-time’ once more.
St Nicholas is on his way with all his Christ-life gifts
To fire every child-light with
The loving Christ-mass kiss.
In some he’ll place the gift of gold
In others frankincense
While others will be given myrrh
All signs of God’s presence.
For in each earthly crib or bed
In squalor, comfort, splendour
The Christ child has been placed again
To call the world to wonder.
So come you kings, come one, come all,
Come shepherds to the cradle stall
And hear the angels sing a-new
The heavenly song they sing for you.
Your God is in your gift of life,
The life He gives with love,
So take the gift and use it,
Use it wisely, don’t abuse it,
Let the Christ-life fire your spirit
That God in you may LIVE.

Sam Doubtfire

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Dear Friends
Don’t believe
everything you read
Its clearly good advice in these
days of social media. Warnings of
scams and fake news have made
us sceptical. That scepticism has
also fed into the way we read
Scripture. What do we make of
a passage such as this:-?
“We know that all things
work together for good
for those who love God,

was hard for them, they were
going through tough times and
needed encouragement.
They were written by St
Paul. He too had known much
suffering because he followed
Jesus Christ. His other letters
tell us that he was frequently
imprisoned, five times he
received the forty lashes minus
one, three times he was beaten
with rods. Once he was stoned.

written by someone who had
lived a cosy, privileged life with
hardly a care in the world. They
were penned by a man who had
experienced deep and sustained
suffering and through it all knew
the love and power of God. They
stand as a testimony to his faith,
they are also offered to give
us hope and confidence when
we go through dark times. Our
suffering will be different from

who are called according
to his purpose… For I am
convinced that (nothing) in
all creation will be able to
separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” (Rom 8: 28, 38-9)
Should we believe these words
and take comfort, or dismiss
them as a pious and optimistic
bit of prose? To help us decide
its worth asking whether the
author is credible and can write
from experience.
The words were written
to Christians in Rome in the
early days of the Church. Life

He was shipwrecked three
times and for a night and a
day was adrift in the open
sea. On his journeys he was
often in danger from rivers,
bandits, Jews, Gentiles and false
believers. He endured sleepless
nights, hunger and thirst and
was often cold. Indeed on one
occasion he was let down in
a basket through a window to
escape from his enemies. (2 Cor
1123ff) He wrote, ‘we were so
utterly, unbearably crushed that
we despaired of life itself’. (2
Cor 1: 8)
So these words were not

Paul’s – but it will be just as real
to us.
So if your life right now is
going along fairly smoothly,
rejoice and give thanks, but also
spend some time in deepening
your relationship with God.
If the time comes when you
experience your own suffering,
I hope that, like St Paul, you too
will find comfort and support in
knowing that whatever happens,
nothing can separate you from
the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Extended Online Version
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Revd. Christine Gilespie
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A Friend to All
St Wilfrid’s Church was full for
the funeral of Revd. Rodger Place
that took place on Thursday 25th
November as family, parishioners
and friends gathered to
say farewell.
Son Aidan spoke movingly
about Roger’s life, his upbringing
in Leeds and training as a medic
before studying theology at
Durham. After graduation
Rodger took up various positions
in Parishes that included ,
Hereford and Ditton Priors. A
thread that ran through Aidan’s
tribute was Rodger’s love of
family, cars and trains, his
fondness for the odd gin & tonic,
and of course his firm belief
in Christianity.
Aidan related how, whilst a
curate at Pontesbury Rodger
owned a Heinkel bubble car
and how the youth group would
pickup the lightweight vehicle
and hide it!
I also call that, during one of
the numerous coffee mornings,
Rodger told me how he, Sylvia,
and Simon, had ended up in
Thorpe Willoughby. They were
passing through the village
around the time of Rodger’s
retirement when they happened
upon a coffee morning at St
Francis. On entering the church
they were made to feel so
welcome that they decided that
this was the place to settle.
Jackie Jackman said the
prayers, and Revd. Pete Watson
delivered the Reflection, that I
have reproduced below.
Bible reading: John 14:1-6
14 “Let not your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God;[a] believe
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house
are many rooms. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go
www.StWilfridsParish.com

to prepare a place for you?[b] 3
And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself, that where I
am you may be also. 4 And you
know the way to where I am
going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him,
“Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
Reflection
The Bible reading we’ve just
heard from John’s Gospel
describes a very special
community, a community of
those who find their eternal
home in God.
The idea of home is a
powerful one, isn’t it? Home
is that place, that community,
if you like, where we can be
completely ourselves, where we
can let our hair down, where
we feel secure and at peace,
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home speaks of sanctuary. All
these things describe really what
“feeling at home” is all about,
don’t they?
Jesus’ closest friends longed
to know the joy and peace of
feeling at home like this. Into
their sorrow, fear and confusion
Jesus speaks words of lifegiving hope, pointing them to a
community with him where they
could truly be themselves, where
they could find sanctuary, where
they could feel truly ‘at home’.
Yes, the community Jesus
describes is that great eternal
community of all those who,
beyond this life, find themselves
at home with God in his nearer
presence. But I believe that’s
not the whole story. I want to
suggest we get glimpses of that
eternal life-giving community,
God’s home, in the very human
communities God has created
for us to be a part of now.
You see, I believe that
Extended Online Version

as human beings, above all
else we are created by God
for relationship, i.e. to be
in community, to be part of
something beyond simply
ourselves as individuals -precious
though we are to God in our
individuality. In community we
bring the uniqueness of who we
are into the wider mix, to bless
others and in turn be blessed
by them. For me, in this way,
human communities offer a
tantalising echo of God’s eternal
community now and what is
to come.
And, boy, did we witness
the truth of this borne out in
Rodger’s life! He brought his
own unique blessing into the
lives of others to create with
them something of immense
blessing here on earth, a hint of
heaven’s home, don’t you think?
Although there were, I’m sure,
many human communities of
which Rodger was a part, I’d like
to focus briefly on two:
There is no doubt in my
mind that one of the two
communities in which Rodger
was profoundly instrumental in
creating that tantalising echo of
heaven on earth was his family.
I am certain that in his family,
Rodger recognised he was
part of something very blessed
indeed, and it is apparent to us
all, is it not, that his uniqueness,
his individual blessedness,
contributed fundamentally to
the blessedness of you, his family
community. Each member of
a family community enhances
the others, and Rodger did that
profoundly in his. His warmth,
his kindness, his wisdom, his
many passions and interests, of
course that humour of his, just
simply being himself, above all
his relentless love, meant that
something of great wonder was
Extended Online Version

created, and he was at the heart
of it. In this profound community
of love, as Rodger, and Sylvia’s,
family, you reflected, and
continue to reflect, God’s great
eternal community spoken of in
our reading.
Of course, it almost goes
without saying, that the 2nd of

“And, boy, did we
witness the truth
of this borne out
in Rodger’s life! He
brought his own
unique blessing
into the lives of
others to create with
them something of
immense blessing
here on earth, a hint
of heaven’s home,
don’t you think?

the human communities of which
Rodger was a part and through
which he enabled glimpses
of heaven among us, was the
Church, God’s community on
earth. A lifelong follower of
Jesus, a dedicated servant of
God, an exceptional priest in the
Church of God, Rodger lived out
the humble, generous, joy filled,
compassion at the heart of the
Christian Gospel, the good news
of God’s immeasurable love in
Christ for us and all creation.
As I said earlier, the words of
his favourite hymn with which
we began our service depict
with such poignancy, and such
pin-point accuracy, the life he
led with such exemplary, such
passionate, commitment.
So, just two of the human
communities that will forever be
indebted to Rodger for showing
us glimpses of heaven, through
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the immense love and blessing he
brought us.
However, wonderful though
this is, in John 14 we come
face to face with an even more
glorious, almost unimaginably
breath-taking truth: that God
is even now reaching out to
Rodger, and taking Rodger’s hand
gently in his, is leading him to
his home, a community more
beautiful, more blessed, than
we can even begin to conceive;
a community where Rodger
can feel completely at home,
where he can be fully himself,
where he is known and loved
by God through and through
and where those who have gone
before, not least his beloved
Sylvia, are waiting to embrace
him and draw him in with joy
and laughter. Oh, such joy
and laughter!
For you who loved Rodger
most dearly, who love him dearly
still, my prayer is that you will
find yourselves able, however
fragily, to grasp hold of the hand
God reaches out to you now in
his compassion and love…
My prayer is that you will
allow him to share this heaviest
of burdens, gently leading you
ahead, so that just as Jesus
offered his friends the hope
of being at home with him in
his heavenly community, and
just as Rodger experiences the
indescribably wonderful reality
of that community now, you too
may discover something of that
community here and now, by
allowing yourselves to be drawn
into his sustaining love, comfort,
peace, courage and hope today
and in the days to come.
Amen.
Revd. Pete Watson
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Swaziland Schools Projects
Working in Eswatini
19 Bindon Abbey, Bedford MK41 0AZ
contact@swazilandschoolsprojects.org
www.swazilandschoolsprojects.org

24 November 2021
Jill Clarke
Brayton PCC
Dear Jill
This is the formal Thank You from the Trustees of Swaziland Schools Projects for
the donation from Brayton PCC of £430 towards the bursary scheme.
It comes at an appropriate time as we are about to send about £10,000 for 2022
bursaries. The PCC and church members may be interested to know that we are
gradually changing the way that we support young people. It used to be the case that
all bursaries were awarded on the basis of funding 50% of school fees for those
attending secondary school. The presumption was that extended family or
community would find the balance of the costs. This process led to a considerable
number of children dropping out of school.
We are gradually moving to what I call a “wrap around” scheme. That means that for
deserving orphans/vulnerable children, we pay full fees plus the costs of a daily
meal, uniform and travel by combi if necessary. Communication with the young
people is now regular so that if there are any issues affecting their learning, we can
try and help sort those issues too.
The overall impact is that, whereas the cost per young person is more (about £400 a
year), the young person has a much better chance of succeeding. To confirm our
mission- it is to educate young children and young people so that hopefully, they can
stay healthy and escape poverty.
The present political crisis means that children are not getting the time at school that
they should be getting but, hopefully the situation will improve in time for the new
academic year starting January 2022.
SSP is grateful for the continued support of the PCC and church members.
Thank You!
Best wishes

Keith
Keith Fossey, Chair SSP

President: The Most Revd Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
Founders: Revd Canon John A Tibbs and Very Revd Jack W Dobson OBE
Patrons: John F. Doble OBE former British High Commissioner in Swaziland; Mrs S Lousada DL
Charity registered in England and Wales No. 1123689

Please contact Lis Middup on 01757 704414 if you
would like to support this most worthy charity

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Enter Stage Right...
A pleasant evening in midNovember saw a cast of sixteen
people casually assemble in the
Parish Hall, for ‘Play Reading’, a
new ‘experiential’ initiative from
the arts@stwilfrids duo of Karl
and Martin.
Following some initial chitchat and simple introductions for
the benefit of unfamiliar faces,
a synopsis of the play, a farce
called ‘Country Dances’ was
read, and the list of characters

turns. Others present, while
not reading a part, filled in
that most important role
of audience, simultaneously
enjoying and contributing to the
jovial atmosphere.
As this was a first reading, the
whole cast were unfamiliar with
the script. This mattered little,
though, as the purpose of the
evening was simply to have an
enjoyable experience. Indeed,
the well-written script, with

composure, albeit briefly, before
Act Two got underway. Prior
to the end of Act Two though,
the 9 o’clock watershed came
around, and before everyone
turned back into mice, the whole
assembly called it a night, with
a promise to gather again to
complete the reading. This has
since been arranged for Tuesday
7th December at 7pm, again in
the parish hall. Even if you didn’t
experience the sheer fun of

given. It was then that the old
theatrical magic took place, as
individuals felt themselves drawn
to read particular roles. Some
had a great deal of ‘previous’ in
amateur dramatics and knew
what they could bring to their
roles. A Mr M Millward, who
has clocked up many years upon
the amateur stage, excelled
as a vicar. Similarly, a Mrs S
Beevers impressed as the posh
lady new to the village. Those
of lesser experience, however,
also gave inspired and terrific

its lead character experiencing
a dizzying whirlwind of
introductions to locals
competing to add her name to
various parish groups and rotas,
while her brand-new kitchen and
newly decorated living room are
serially demolished, provided
plenty of comic situations. The
laugh-out-loud moments just
kept coming.
Having reached the end of
Act One, refreshments broke
out and a short break occurred,
whilst everybody regained their

the first reading, I would highly
recommend attending part two.
You’ll easily pick up the story
and I’m confident there will
be many more laughs in store.
A splendid way to banish the
winter blues!

Extended Online Version
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Jane Graham*

* Name changed to protect the
innocent...
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Tr u s t i n t h e L o r d A l w a y s

Lord, we trust in you.
Lord, we have hope in you,
hope that lasts all the day long.
You promised to be our Saviour,
You promised that the ways
of the Lord
are loving and faithful.
I know you will overlook
my wrongdoing.
I know that you will forgive
all my indiscretions.
Help me to believe.
Help me to trust.
Help me to accept your promise.
Assure me that I am forgiven.
Amen
Ailsa Harris

From the United Reformed Church Prayer Handbook 2021

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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A Stitch in Time
Mrs Clarke dragged me along to Selby Abbey
recently to view an exhibition of sewing.
Loyal readers will recall that I have had
some adventures with baking recently, and
thus I was suspicious that she was now
inviting me to repair my own clothes...
However there were no socks or trousers
requiring turn-ups to be seen. What was
on display was a multitude of the most
beautiful, colourful, and varied examples of
embroidery that I have ever seen.
I spoke to Pat Lumb about the
exhibition. The Selby Textile Art Group,
which is affiliated to the Embroiderers’
Guild, is a group of textile enthusiasts
who meet monthly for talks by local and
national textile artists; they also arrange
workshops and stitching afternoons where
everyone is welcome from beginners to
experienced artists.
Many of the embroidery examples had
been produced during the recent lockdowns. Pat explained that she had used
one of the stained glass windows as the
inspiration for her piece ‘Christ with
Cross’ (used as the cover for this months
Connected) located in the western end
of the Abbey. The image of Christ has
been turned through ninety degrees to fit
Pat’s embroidery.
There were also examples of embroidery
from St Wilfrid’s Churchwarden Pat Jarvis.
I particularly liked Pat’s picture of the
Yorkshire Dales.
The Selby Textile Art Group meets on the
first Tuesday of the month in the Coultish
Centre on Charles Street in Selby between
1:30pm and 3:30pm. Membership is £30 per
year and £3 at the door, but visitors can pay
just £5 at the door. So if you are interested
in the work of the Group why not call 07702
034913 to find out more?
John Clarke

Extended Online Version
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God in the Arts
‘In that region there were
shepherds keeping watch over
their flock’
In the Old Testament
shepherds were greatly valued
and treated with respect.
Patriarchs, prophets and kings
had all tended sheep. Job, a rich
man, owned 14,000 sheep. David
was tending sheep when he
was called by God and anointed
by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled
in towns and cities and turned
to farming, attitudes towards
the shepherds changed. As
the New Testament opens,
shepherding had become a dirty,
lonely life, away from civilisation.
Shepherds could not observe
the daily rituals of their faith,
and so they had a low status in
society, looked down upon by
orthodox Jews.
But out in the countryside
with just the hills and the plains
and the open air, St Luke tells
us that it was there that God’s
message was proclaimed and
heard. Cities and towns had
walls and barriers, as Bethlehem
has today. But in the fields at
night, there were shepherds,
watching and alert, ready for any
eventuality. And so, they were
the first to hear of the birth of
a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the
Shepherds’ is this month’s
painting by Sano di Pietro. We
know little about this Italian
artist apart from some dates. He
was born in Siena in 1406 and
died there in 1481. But he has
left us a legacy of beautiful and
sensitive paintings. As we look
at this scene, we see the human
details: two shepherds huddled
by the fireside with their dog,
all three looking up to see the
Extended Online Version

angel, and a spear by the side to
ward off thieves and predators.
The sheep are safely in their pen,
black and white fleeces huddled
together for warmth. In the
sky the angel appears, bearing
an olive branch in one hand
and with the other pointing to
Bethlehem in the distance.
Luke has already told us of
another annunciation, with
Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists
loved to portray this scene and

were prepared to give their
lives to protect the flock, so
Jesus the Good Shepherd gave
His life for the world – a death
that would bring the peace and
reconciliation shown in that olive
branch held by the angel. At this
Christmas time we rejoice with
the heavenly host to proclaim
the birth of this Prince of Peace
and we commit ourselves to that
work of peace and shepherding.
Howard Thurman wrote

often showed a lily, the symbol
of purity, in their paintings. Here
there is the olive sprig, a symbol
of peace to reinforce the angelic
message of peace in the birth
of the Saviour. Luke goes on to
tell us how Jesus brought new
meaning and peace to all those
like the shepherds who were
nobody in the eyes of people,
but everything to the eyes and
heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often
turned to the theme of sheep
and shepherds, with parables
about lost sheep, gates to the
fold, and hireling shepherds.
Just as the faithful shepherds

these words:
‘When the song of the angels
is stilled…
when the shepherds are back
with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal
the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release
the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations, to bring
peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.’
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Revd. Michael Burgess
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God in the Sciences
Meditation on the Incarnation
After the bright beam
of annunciation
fused heaven with
dark earth
His searing sharplyfocused light
went out for a while
eclipsed in amniotic gloom:
His cool immensity
of splendour
His universal grace
small-folded in a warm dim
female space
This extract from Luci Shaw’s
poem Made Flesh captures
something of the wonder of the
moment when the second person
of the Trinity became an embryo.
How does a single cell turn
into an infant, and what does
that process say about us – and
God? These are the questions
that Professor Jeff Hardin,
a developmental biologist,
asks himself. Having studied
theology as well as science, he
has a unique perspective on
embryonic development.
A new-born baby is made of
around five trillion cells. These
cells come in hundreds of different
types, each of which must be in
the correct place for the child’s
body to function properly. Every
new life is the result of intricate
and highly ordered processes.
Three things must happen as an
embryo develops.
The first important process is
for cells to take on their identity
as types of muscle, bone, nerves,
and so on. The second is when
each cell learns which part of the
body it belongs to. Third, those
cells are moved around to form
the different tissues and organs.
These three are not discrete
stages, but they all happen at
around the same time, building up
www.StWilfridsParish.com

gradually like the different aspects
of a picture coming into focus.
All three of these processes are
driven forward by the movement
of cells, the connections between
them, and the signals they pass
to each other. Jeff studies a sort
of cellular glue which is involved
in joining cells together. Making
and breaking these adhesions can
affect how cells move and signal
to each other, their identity in
the body, how they are organised

early development, compared to
the incomprehensibly vast and
ancient universe, give us a sense
of insignificance? Psalm 8 says,
“When I look at your heavens,
the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars that you
have established; what are human
beings that you are mindful of
them, mortals that you care
for them?”
For Jeff and the Psalmist,
such feelings can be a positive

Blood cells

as groups, and ultimately their
survival. This glue is found on the
surface of cells throughout the
animal kingdom, including the
small worms Jeff’s lab studies.
For Jeff, peering down a
microscope at tiny worm embryos
can be an act of worship. It is also
an exercise in art appreciation,
as he learns to appreciate the
created order. Understanding
the complexities of development,
while also being aware that God
knows that process intimately
both as Creator and created, fills
Jeff with a profound sense of awe,
wonder and worship.
Does the minute scale of our
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experience if they serve as a
reminder to be humble in the
face of a universe that is vastly
complicated but also deeply
meaningful, made by a God who
loves each one of us.
Dr Ruth M
Bancewicz
Church Engagement Director
at The Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion
in Cambridge
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Brayton Barff Calendars
Loyal readers will recall the excellent articles on
Brayton Barff written by Derek Cooper earlier
in 2021. If so, you may be interested to learn
that the Friends of Brayton Barff (FOBB) has
produced a splendid calendar for 2022.
Featuring excellent pictures of the Barff flora
& fauna the calendar would grace any wall.
Only a few calendars remain unsold, and all
profits go towards projects & tasks around the
woodland in cooperation with the Barff Owners
Yorkshire Water & Selby District Council.
Anyone interested in getting their hands on a
calendar should contact Derek via the Brayton
Barff Group Facebook, messenger or directly
on 07944279383.
John Clarke

Arty Church
During recent weeks St Wilfrid’s has been open
on selected Wednesday afternoons to enable
people to engage in artistic pursuits. Drawing,
painting, poetry and photography opportunities
are all available.
Organised by Martin Pearson and Karl Jarvis,
these afternoons are a great way to encounter
the silence and beauty of the church at a
personal level.
Martin noted “At the last session, there were
six of us, and there was a lovely quiet, focused
atmosphere as people got on with their various
creative initiatives. Feel free to come along and
respond creatively to the building.”
More dates are planned, the next being
Wednesday 1st December between 2pm and
4pm. Why not come along a find out what St
Wilfrid’s has to offer artistically?
John Clarke
Church column. Image by Martin Pearson
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms

Funerals

We welcome into the Christian family:
28th November
Anna Jarvis

We offer our love and sympathy to the
relatives of:
27th October
Eric Mason (82) at St Wilfrid’s
11th November
Charlotte (Charlie) May Ablitt (100) at St
Wilfrid’s
17th November
Margaret Falkingham at St Wilfrid’s
25th November
Revd. Rodger Place (84) at St Wilfrid’s

Church Floodlights
St Wilfrid’s Church was illuminated on:
6th November
In loving memory of Eric Chilvers
8th November
In loving memory of Janet Budding

If you would like the church illuminated to celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage,
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793

Lorem ipsum

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR

philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)

Baubles!
Once again the St Wilfrid’s baubles are available
to purchase!
These decorative additions to any Christmas
tree are priced competitively at £2.75 or £5 for
two; they may be obtained from the back of St
Wilfrid’s or via an email to
treasurer@stwilfridsparish.com
Hurry - we are down to our last few...
Jill Clarke

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
(01757 704707)
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson
p.finlinson@outlook.com
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran
rpsuekarran@gmail.com		
(07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman
porgles.pogs@icloud.com		
(01757 706475)
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis
churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		
(01757 708881)
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
(01757 706068)
Treasurer
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Jill Clarke
(01757 708646)
Sue Beevers
(01757 229515)
Electoral Roll Officer
Pat Griffiths
(01757 705793)
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Joan Howden
(01757 700942)
Junior Church
Sheila Newsome
(01757 705497)
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Claire Nutt
(01757 712206)
Friday Fun Club
Carol Sowden
(01757 703590)
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Gordon Tute
(01757 707123)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Sacristan
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Sheila Newsome
(01757 705497)
Craft Group
Officers
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
PCC Secretary
Mothers Union
Ruth Breeze
(01757 701911)
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson
(01757 708856)

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
Clergy.Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie
24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
(01757 704707)
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson
p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Roy Shaw and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley
Treasurer
Reginold George
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft

Extended Online Version

(01757 706475)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
regi-george@hotmail.co.uk

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson

(01757 707380)
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Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in December below
St Wilfrid’s
St Francis
Methodists
Wednesday 1st
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 5th 2nd in Advent
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
5pm Inspire in St Wilfrid’s Hall
Tuesday 7th
10:30am Holy Communion in Fernbank
Court
Wednesday 8th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 12th 3rd in Advent
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion
Monday 13th
10:30am Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
Court
Wednesday 15th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 19th 4th in Advent
10:30am Joint Parish Celtic Communion
at St Francis
6pm Nine Lessons & Carols
Tuesday 21st
7pm Carols on the Green on Brayton
Green
Wednesday 22nd
9:30am Holy Communion
Friday 24th Christmas Eve
6pm Crib Service
11:30pm Midnight Communion
Saturday 25th Christmas Day
10:30am Joint Parish Family Communion
in St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 26th Feast of St Stephen
(Boxing Day)
10:30am Joint Parish Holy Communion
in St Francis
Wednesday 29th
9:30am Holy Communion

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Thursday 2nd
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 5th 2nd in Advent
10:30am Holy Communion with
Prayer and Anointing for Healing
Thursday 9th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 12th 3rd in Advent
10:30am Methodist Led Service
Thursday 16th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 19th 4th in Advent
10:30am Joint Parish Celtic
Communion in St Francis
4pm Carol Service
Thursday 23rd
10:00am Holy Communion
Friday 24th
11:30pm Midnight Communion
Saturday 25th Christmas Day
10:30am Joint Parish Family
Communion in St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 26th Feast of St Stephen
(Boxing Day)
10:30am Joint Parish Holy
Communion in St Francis
Thursday 30th
10:00am Holy Communion
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Brayton
Sunday 5th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 12th
4:00pm Christingle Service
Sunday 19th
6:00pm Carol Service
Friday 24th (Christmas Eve)
8:30pm Service of Holy Communion
Saturday 25th (Christmas Day)
10:30am Family Christmas Worship

Burn
Sunday 5th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 12th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 19th
6:00pm Carol Service

Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 12th
10:30am Holy Communion

Extended Online Version

The Directory
Wellbeing
One Lump or Two?
Gentle Movement

Parish Lunch

Coffee Corner

Every Monday
2:00pm–3:45pm
St Francis’ Church

Wednesday 1st December
12:00noon-1:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 4th December
10:00am-11:15am
St Francis Church

Sitting down exercises for all ages;
free but donations accepted for
Church funds. We are a warm
friendly group, so why not come
and join us; or come for company,
coffee and cake! More information
from me on 07821 257923. Jean

Come along to the Parish Hall and
enjoy a simple lunch of soup &
dessert for only £4. Pat

We are just about back to normal!
All of your favourites and loads
of chat - come and join us for our
coffee morning. Pat

Coffee Morning

Coffeemates

Christmas Coffee
Morning

Saturday 11th December
10:00am-11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Wednesday 27th January
10:00am - 12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 11th December
10:00am - 12noon
Brayton Methodist Chapel

Tea, coffee and cakes, raffle
and craft items, including the
Christmas range of gifts, for
sale. Linda

We do not meet in December,
but come along and join us for tea,
coffee and homemade cakes in
January! Lynn

Come along and join us to raise
money for the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance. Coffee & tea plus
mince pies. Lorraine

Crafty Folks
Coffee for All

St Wilfrid’s Craft
Group

St Francis Crafters

Tuesdays
10:00am–11:30am
St Francis Church

Tuesday 14th December
1:30pm–4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Wednesday
2:00pm-4:00pm
St Francis Church

Come along for coffee, tea and
a chat. Everyone is welcome.
Pauline

If anyone wants to join us they
are welcome to come along with
their latest project, join in the
chatter and enjoy a cuppa from
1:30pm. No need to contact me
beforehand. Linda

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome!
Or come along if you just want
to chat! Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

Extended Online Version
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Women Matters
Brayton WI

Thorpe WI

Mothers’ Union

Monday 13th December
12noon
Drax Social Club

Thursday 9th December
7:30pm
St Francis Church

Thursday 9th December
2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

We will not be in the Parish Hall
in December; instead we will
meet at Drax Social Club for
our Christmas lunch! We look
forward to seeing you there. Jean
Goodenough (01757 702209)

This month we host our
Christmas Party! Get your glad
rags on! Further details from
Rebecca (07771 3648170) or
Lindsay (01757 290975)

Our next meeting there will be
carols and Christmas readings
followed by a Bring and Share tea.
We look forward to seeing you
there! Barbara

Gardening
Churchyard Tidying
Saturday 25th December
7:30am-12noon
St Wilfrid’s Churchyard
We need to crack on this month
if we are to get on top of the
gardening - hence the early start.
If for any reason we can’t make it,
start without us... John & Jill

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Craft Group Coffee Morning.
The Coffee Morning held on Saturday 13th November raised £285 for the Church fabric repair fund.
In addition, £56 was raised for Martin House Hospice from the sale of their Christmas Cards. We
would like to thank everyone who supported us. The next Craft Group Coffee Morning will be held
in the Parish Hall on Saturday 11th December from 10am onwards. Last chance for gifts and cards
suitable for Christmas!
Linda Crackles

Volunteers for the shop at Fernbank Court.
Are you able to help out in the Fernbank shop? They need a volunteer to sell items to the residents
for a few hours each week. If interested contact David Buddings 01757 704488
John Clarke

Mothers’ Union - 6 Days of Activism
From 25th November until 10th December Mothers’ Union joins with over 6,000 organisations from
approximately 187 countries to raise awareness of, and call to an end to, gender-based violence
and abuse in all forms and in all societies. For these 16 days Mothers’ Union focus on women and
girls, recognising the value of women and men reflecting, praying, and acting together to call for an
end to violence in all its forms. To find out more please look on the Mothers’ Union website www.
Mothersunion.org/global-day-2021.
The next meeting of Brayton Mothers Union is on Thursday 9th December at 2pm in the Parish Hall.
There will be a selection of carols and Christmas readings followed by a bring and share tea.
We are also invited to Selby Abbey Mothers Union Advent meeting on Thursday 2nd December at
1.30pm where Rev John Weetman will be the speaker.
Jill Clarke

Extended Online Version
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#TheParishThisMonthV2

Lit tealights at the recent All Souls
Service
at St Wilfrid’s
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Revds Rob and Hannah, and
Reuben, enjoy their last Alive@5
Extended Online Version
in the Parish Hall
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Monica Oddy from St Francis turned 90 on 24th
November 2021. The St Francis folks held a small
surprise
celebration for her at the ‘Coffee for26
All’ the day
www.StWilfridsParish.com
before. Happy Birthday Monica! Pictures by Revd. Pete
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Christmas Services this December at
St Francis Thorpe Willoughby,
and St Wilfrid’s Brayton
Sunday 19th Carol Concert @ 4pm
Carol Service in St Francis
Sunday 19th Nine Lessons & Carols @ 6pm
Nine Lessons & Carols in St Wilfrid’s
Tuesday 21st Carols @ 7pm
Carols on the Green on Brayton Green
Friday 24th Christmas Eve @ 6pm
Crib Service in St Wilfrid’s
Friday 24th Midnight @ 11:30pm
Midnight Communion in St Francis
Friday 24th Midnight @ 11:30pm
Midnight Communion in St Wilfrid’s
Saturday 25th Christmas Day @ 10:30am
Joint Family Communion in St Wilfrid’s
Sunday 26th Boxing Day @ 10:30am
Joint Parish Holy Communion in St Francis
In these times of Covid these Services may
change, so check the St Wilfrid’s website before
setting out!
www.StWilfridsParish.com

