Welcome
to the February 2022 edition
of Connected.
This month Revd. Philip
Macdonald looks at Racial
Justice Sunday in the Dear
Friends piece, and reminds that
Jesus challenged the prevailing
attitudes of the day.
Writing of challenges, Karl
Jarvis reports on the works
now needed to the fabric of St
Wilfrid’s. Karl also included a
lovely poem by John Betjeman
Blame the Vicar. Copyright
prevents me from printing the
poem, but I urge you to seek
it out. It doesn’t apply to Revd.
Pete obviously...
Pat Jarvis & Jill Clarke write
job vacancies, future plans and

money. Time to look again at
the standing order me thinks.
Jill also reports on the
Mothers’ Union AGM, and I
record the work of Mel Allan
in producing a photographic
record of works undertaken to
St Wilfrid’s in the early 1990s.
The Brayton Parish Website
sends out notices of Services
and events in St Francis
and St Wilfrid’s, but only
to subscribers. It is easy to
subscribe on the website
(http://www.StWilfridsParish.
com/LatestNews, look for the
Subscribe link) so why not use
this method of staying up-todate on news in the Parish? It
is of course free.

Printed copies of Connected
delivered to your door cost £5
a year (£4 for pensioners), or
you can pick up a single copy for
75p from any of the Churches
mentioned within these pages.
Subscriptions run from June
each year.
Connected may be downloaded
free from the St Wilfrid’s website
www.StWilfridsParish.com.
Articles for Connected are
always gratefully received, by the
11th of the month please.
John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com
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“...for me and my family, that’s definitely the case. If
you could see our lives 15-20 years ago to where we
are now, it’s impossible not to have faith in God and
all he does for us.”
Marcus Rashford, campaigner and footballer
Cover image: Mel Allan presents his “as built” record of the church refurbishments to Revd. Pete Watson
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#TheParishThisMonth

Three images of St Wilfrid’s to contemplate this month. Taken by amateur weatherman Revd. Pete, the
forecast appears to be: “Most areas starting misty and cold, with sunny spells and high cloud developing
by lunchtime. Golden skies expected by the end of the day”. Probably best to take an umbrella then…
Extended Online Version
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The Grea t S un

I am the Great Sun,
but you do not see Me,
I am your husband, but you turn away.
I am the captive,
but you do not free Me,
I am the captain you will not obey.
I am the truth,
but you will not believe Me,
I am the city where you will not stay,
I am your wife, your child,
but you will leave Me,
I am that God
to whom you will not pray.
I am your counsel,
but you do not hear Me,
I am the lover whom you will betray,
I am the victor,
but you do not cheer Me,
I am the holy dove whom you will slay.
I am your life,
but if you will not name Me,
Seal up your soul with tears,
and never blame Me.
From a Normandy Crucifix of 1632,
translated by Charles Causley

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Dear Friends
If and when I get into
conversation with somebody
who tells me they hail from
Sheffield, I sometimes tell them
that I have two abiding memories
of Sheffield (a city I used to visit
with an uncle and aunt who lived
near there) from my childhood
years. One is that it was the first
place where I saw escalators
in shops and the second is that

Ehimetalor Akhere Unuabona

it was the first place where I
saw people of colour. Growing
up in semi-rural Lincolnshire
in the 1960s we didn’t have
large department stores with
escalators (or ‘moving staircases’
as I used to call them!) and we
certainly didn’t see many people
of colour. There are still parts
of the country that are or more
or less ethnically diverse than
others and our part of North
Yorkshire is one that is less so.
Racial Justice Sunday used to
be observed in September but a
few years ago it was moved to
the second Sunday in February.
The theme for this year’s Racial
Justice Sunday is ‘What’s it got
to do with me?’ Living in an area
which isn’t ethnically diverse and
where racial tension isn’t really
an issue may cause us, either
consciously or unconsciously, to
Extended Online Version

take the attitude ‘What’s it got
to do with me?’ We may well be
shocked when we hear of people
becoming the victims of racial
hatred – in sport, for example,
where a person’s colour has no
bearing on their skill and ability
to perform – but still feel that
it’s not really our problem and
not something that we can do
very much about.

and our liturgies. As those who
have been created in the image
of God and recreated through
faith in the love and mercy of
God shown in and through Jesus
Christ, we should surely share
God’s passion for justice and
endeavour to play our part in
working for the establishment
of justice in God’s world. The
attitude of some people to

I was able to identify with one
of the contributors to this year’s
material for Racial Justice Sunday
(which is available to download)
who, like me, had grown up
in an area that wasn’t racially
diverse but who considered
himself to be accepting of those
from other cultures and races.
However, he had reached a point
of realising that there was more
to racial justice than welcome
and acceptance. It is about being
intentionally and actively antiracist rather than passively not
racist. Perhaps we need to take
time to reflect on that so as to
work out the difference and then
consider what our own response
might be.
As Christians we believe
that God is a God of justice
and we frequently affirm God
to be such through our hymns

issues which don’t affect them
personally is one of ‘What’s
it got to do with me?’ but
that attitude is not acceptable
amongst those of us who seek to
live as Christ’s followers. Jesus
himself challenged the prevailing
attitudes of his day which
often resulted in people being
marginalised or discriminated
against. Whilst we may not come
into contact with many people
of other races in our daily lives
the issue of racial justice is to do
with us and we all have an active
part to play in overcoming racial
hatred and discrimination.
With warm Christian greetings
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Revd. Philip Macdonald
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Clerk of Works
Before retirement I worked in
construction for almost 40 years, and
in that time I learnt the importance
of recording the progress of site
works. It is rarely the case that
the original design is followed fully
because the structure is never
as expected – the footings are
deeper, or of a different material,
or whatever, and adaptions must
be made to accommodate any
unforeseen circumstances.
So it was with some admiration
that I discovered that Mel Allan
had made a photographic record of
refurbishment works undertaken
in the early 1990s to underpin and
stabilize the tower and nave columns
at St Wilfrid’s.
Essentially reinforced piles, with
steelwork support beams, were used
to replace the existing foundations
thus preventing any further
settlements that had been detected
in the building. At the same time
the reredos was rebuilt, and a damp
proof membrane laid under a new
concrete floor layer.
The cost was around £140k and
Mel was appointed as Clerk of
Works to represent the PCC during
the site works. Whilst the project
progressed Mel took photographs
to record each stage. These ‘as built’
photographs have been collated in
an album which Mel presented to
Revd. Pete after the 10:30am Service
on Sunday 16th January 2022. This
album will no doubt be lodged in the
Borthwick institute along with the
plans of the works so that future
repairs and restorations to the
church will be aware of the works
undertaken in the 1990s.

The reredos was removed and rebuilt as part of the works

‘As Built’ photographic record. Note the pile caps that now support the columns

John Clarke

Restoration of St Wilfrid’s record book

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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Images from Mel’s Record of Works Book.
Top: the reredos panels before refitting.
Bottom: the floor topping once the columns had
been under pinned.

The first meeting of the year, held on
Thursday 13th January, was our AGM. We
heard reports from our secretary, Pat, and
our treasurer, Donna, and dutifully paid our
subscriptions for the year. Thanks were given
to all members of the committee (Anne,
Pat, Carol, Margaret, Jane, Donna, Lynn) and
to Barbara who had continued to keep in
touch with members and deliver the monthly
midday prayer leaflet throughout the year.
Revd. Pete also passed on his thanks and
then asked for suggestions for an acrostic
for the letters in Mothers Union. Many ideas
were given and just three words are included
below for each letter:
M members with motivation, marriage,
membership worldwide
O outward looking, others, outreach
T tea (& biscuits), talkative, thanksgiving
H help, humour, humility
E empathy, encouraging, education,
R refreshments, resources, reflection,
S speakers, service, scones
U universal, united in worship, unselfish
N neighbourly, natterers, nurturing
I inspiring, informative, intercession
O overseas, offering, old (grounded)
(Mothers Union in York Diocese 131
years old)
N network, noble, not neolithic
Alison Smith and Jean Dunn were admitted
as new members to the Brayton Branch and
all those present affirmed or reaffirmed their
commitments to the Mothers’ Union.
At our February meeting - 2pm on
10 th February - we are due to have a talk
about flowers.
Alison and Jean - new MU members.

Jill Clarke

On behalf of Brayton
Mothers Union

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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A Churchwarden Writes
Livestreaming and the
Church Sound System
First of all, apologies to all the
people who worship at home via
the livestreaming of the 10.30
service from St Wilfrid’s. Having
got off to a positive start in the
autumn this has proved to be
very troublesome recently, and
as you have experienced, has
been very hit and miss. This is
partly to do with the challenges
of receiving a consistent
internet signal in church but
mostly because we need
better equipment.
Please be assured that the
PCC is taking steps to improve
this as soon as we can. Indeed,
at our meeting in January, a
decision was made to replace
our existing sound system and
hearing loop in church and this
will also improve the quality of
livestreaming at the same time.
More information about this will
be coming soon.
Conservation of St
Wilfrid’s Church
Members of our church
community who have been
involved with St Wilfrid’s for
a long time are aware of the
demands of maintaining and
conserving our beautiful church.

Recently we heard about a
very big restoration project
spearheaded by Mel Allen and
David Howden in the 1990’s.
Worshippers at St Wilfrid’s
today are the inheritors of their
work and expertise and that of
countless others in the recent
and distant past and we give
thanks for them all.
But time does not stand
still and the need for more
restoration work continues at
St Wilfrid’s. The tower, made
stable a few years ago, still
needs a big repair and we know
that other aspects of the fabric
of the church need attention.
These will be highlighted in our
next Quinquennial inspection
due to take place very soon.
Our church heating system is
very old, but still working and
repairable, therefore the PCC
took the decision in January
not to go ahead to replace
it immediately.
The PCC would like any new
system to be more ecologically
sustainable than those currently
available to us and hope to
draw on the new environmental
technologies that are being
developed. However, heating
plays an important part in the

conservation of the church
therefore a new heating system
will now be considered within
the context of a coordinated
conservation programme of our
church building.

“time does not
stand still and
the need for
more restoration
work continues
at St Wilfrid’s
In order to facilitate a
coordinated approach to the
work needed the PCC has
asked Karl Jarvis to set up a
small strategic group of people
who, following the QI, will look
at what needs to be done and
how a conservation programme
can be organised, publicised and
funded. An article from Karl
follows this report where he
explains this in more detail.
Pat Jarvis
Churchwarden

Two Visitors
Taking a really good look
at the building that is St
Wilfrid’s Church.
This is a tale of two Visitors!
St Wilfrid’s had a visit from
an individual on a couple
of occasions last autumn.
Both were unusual but were
connected in an interesting way.
Pat opened her email one
Extended Online Version

morning in late September to
read a communication from a
man from Brighton. He asked if
he could pay St Wilfrid’s a visit.
He was seeking permission to
look around the church building.
The explanation was that he was
a collector. Not of fine porcelain,
or famous paintings or, even,
locomotive numbers. He was

9

a ‘church bagger’. This person
turned out to be an enthusiastic
Betjeman spotter’. And a
pleasant guy too!
John Betjeman wrote poetry
about many things but he is,
perhaps, renowned for his days
as a reader of his work on the
radio. Wearing a smart pin stripe
suit, white collar and sober tie,
www.StWilfridsParish.com

‘JB’ poked lots of harmless fun
on everything connected with
the community at large and
those of the church in particular.
His anthology entitled, ‘Poems
in the Porch’. was read on the
BBC between 1953 and 1957.
Betjeman thrilled his adoring
public, with titles such as Electric
Light and Heating, Diary of a
Church Mouse and The Bishop.
There was a very serious and
passionate side to John Betjeman
CBE and Poet Laureate. A
committed enthusiast of church
buildings, he wrote ‘Betjeman’s
Best British Churches’. First
published in 1958, this fascinating
guide to the churches of worthy
note includes the Church of
St Wilfrid, Brayton! That is
where our man from Brighton
reappears in the story. He had
come to Brayton to appreciate
our lovely building. He wished
to savour the comments made
about St Wilfrid’s in the book.
I am hoping our John will print
Betjeman’s comments alongside
my article. It is very much
worth reading!
The D’Arcy Monument, located

in the chancel of our ancient
church, was the reason for the
second visit paid just before
Christmas by an expert in his
field of monument conservation.
His task was to make a survey of
the tomb following reports that
there is significant deterioration
in its condition and that its
future preservation gives cause
for concern. I met this man as he
carried out a day long inspection
and took time to listen carefully
to his remarks. His written
survey report has been duly
read and is being considered
by the Parish Church Council.
I feel sure they will give careful
consideration to the advice
offered in the report.
The D’Arcy husband and
wife died within a year of each
other. The monument is likely
to have been erected in the year
1558 following their demise.
Controversy surrounded the
lives of the D’Arcy family in the
16th century. George’s father, Sir
Thomas, first Lord D’Arcy of
Temple Hurst, was beheaded at
Tower Hill in London in 1536.
He was involved in a conspiracy
to oust King Henry the Eighth

and it has become known as
‘The Pilgrimage of Grace’.
George’s son, also George,
murdered a fellow named Lewis
West in a skirmish and could
be the cause of the interment
of father George and wife,
Dorothy, at Brayton rather than
within their family estate. This
could also be the reason why
’vandalism’ removed the heads of
their effigies, perhaps retribution
on the father of the son who
slayed a beloved son?
The D’Arcy monument is just
one of a number of reasons
why there is concern for the
condition of our church building.
That St Wilfrid’s Church
qualifies as a ‘Grade One Listed
Building’ only serves to remind us
that we are the latest custodians
of this place of worship that
has been standing in its present
position for a very long time,
dating back to times shortly
after the capture of England by
William the Conqueror. A Saxon
church probably welcomed
people to worship before 1066
but the present stone structure
was built in Norman times of
limestone quarried quite locally.

Betjeman’s Best British Churches
This is what Betjeman had to say about St Wilfrid’s:
“The superb Norman tower with octagonal Perpendicular lantern and
spire dominates the surrounding countryside. Of particular note is the
sumptuous Norman south door of the York Romanesque school, with
beakheads, medallions and chevrons. The reticulated* east window is very
fine and in the long Decorated chancel is a chest tomb of Lord D’Arcy,
died 1558, and his wife, Dorothea with a mixture of Gothic and early Renaissance details.”
* Reticulated, in architecture, means ‘denoting a style of decorated tracery characterised by circular shapes drawn at top and bottom into ogees,
resulting in a netlike framework.’ – our altar window!
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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With later additions, repairs and
alterations, the church evolved
over nine centuries in to what
we see and love today. It is, then,
no wonder that St Wilfrid’s, like
a very ancient person, needs a
great deal of tender loving care in
order to keep it looking as fine as
it deserves to be.
Mel Allan presented a
photographic record of a
project to conserve the church,
completed in the 1990s, at the
Service on Sunday 16th January,
just past. Mel led a team of

of willing people prepared to
look forward into the future
and plan to play their part in
the preservation of our place
of worship.
It is time for another major
‘push’ to protect St Wilfrid’s from
further decaying of its fabric.
The inevitable truth is that
there are a good number of
things needed to be done to
give the building of St Wilfrid’s a
future in the 21st Century.
The Bells are silent. Many of
you will already know that it is

of volunteers, I am aiming to
establish a small group of willing
people to talk together. The
PCC has agreed that this group
would be the ones to find ways
of dealing with all the issues
connected with the conservation
of St Wilfrid’s building. Please
let me know if you would like to
join me in this task. There will be
no expectation of ‘work’ ahead.
Just a willingness to share any
experience you wish to share.
Outcomes will be fed back to the
PCC for their consideration.

vitally important for structural
work to be carried out on the
church tower and spire. Already
surveyed, the work required
to stabilise that tower will be
expensive. It is some time since
the bells have rung in the village
and it is only restoration that will
give us the opportunity to hear
them again.
Other important things are also
needed to ensure the longevity
of the building. I am planning to
place other articles in Connected
over the next few months in
order to describe these needs in
more detail.
In searching for a small group

Next month. ‘Why will
the restoration of the
tower and spire be such an
expensive project?’.

A section of the D’Arcy memorial

church members in a project
to underpin the foundations
of the nave. Services were
transferred to the old Village Hall
on Doncaster Road for some
months whilst this corrective
work was carried out. It is with
enormously grateful thanks
we celebrate this achievement
and that of other projects over
the last twenty years. These
restoration projects have
been driven on by friends and
colleagues of St Wilfrid’s and
enabled the church to provide
a place for people to gather for
worship continuously for so long.
They form part of a long history
Extended Online Version
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Karl Jarvis
karljarvis40@gmail.com.
01757 708881

Further images of
St Wilfrid’s follow on the
next two pages.
www.StWilfridsParish.com

Tombstone of Walter Brooke (died 15th
November 1722) and his sister Mary Bowlin (died
4th
January 1783) located in the Chancel. 12
Boots,
www.StWilfridsParish.com
the photographer own (still very much with us...).
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The Chancel pisina (shallow hand washing bowel
located in the small left side arch) and sedilia
(seats
for clergy
and their assistants to be13
used
Extended
Online Version
during long sermons) in St Wilfrid’s
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The Rules of Marriage
It’s February and although this
is the month of St Valentine,
I expect that the weather will
be cold and miserable outside.
So here is something to raise a
smile. A group of children were
asked about marriage. Here are
their answers:
How do you decide who
to marry?
You got to find somebody who
likes the same stuff. Like, if you
like sports, she should like it that
you like sports, and she should
keep the chips and coke coming
- Alan, age 10

What do most people do
on a date?
Dates are for having fun, and
people should use them to get
to know each other. Even boys
have something to say if you
listen long enough - Lynnette,
age 8

The law says you have to be 18,
so I wouldn’t want to mess with
that - Curt, age 7

On the first date, they just tell
each other lies and that usually
gets them interested enough to
go for a second date - Martin,
age 10

Is it better to be single
or married?
I don’t know which is better, but
I’ll tell you one thing. I’m never
going to have sex with my wife. I
don’t want to be all grossed out
- Theodore, age 8

No person really decides before
they grow up who they’re going
to marry. God decides it all way
before, and you get to find
out later who you’re stuck
with - Kirsten, age 10

It’s better for girls to be single
but not for boys. Boys need
someone to clean up after
them - Anita, age 9
How would the world
be different if people
didn’t get married?
There sure would
be a lot of children
to explain, wouldn’t
there?
- Kelvin, age 8

What is the right age
to get married?
23 is the best age
because you’ll have
known the person
FOREVER by then Camille, age 10
No age is good
to get married
at. You got to be
a fool to get married
- Freddie, age 6
How can a stranger tell if
two people are married?
You might have to guess, based
on whether they seem to be
yelling at the same children
- Derrick, age 8
What do you think your
Mum and Dad have
in common?
Both don’t want any more kids
- Lori, age 8
www.StWilfridsParish.com

If you kiss someone, then you
should marry them and have kids
with them. It’s the right thing to
do - Howard, age 8

What would you do on
a first date that was
turning sour?
I’d run home and play dead.
The next day I would call all the
newspapers and make sure they
wrote about me in all the dead
columns - Craig, age 9

And in first place...
How would you make a
marriage work?
Tell your wife that she looks
pretty, even if she looks like a
lorry - Ricky, age 10
Sound advice...
John Clarke

When is it okay to
kiss someone?
When they’re rich - Pam,
age 7
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He held her close in his arms’ embrace,
Their eyes and their lips did meet,
He looked down into her lovely face,
And her heart did faster beat…

L O V E

They went to the kirk an it came the day,
And the book the priest did take;
He in his kilt was so bright and gay
As his promise he did make.
She stood at his side so white and fair,
Her white fingers fair to give,
The priest handfasted them then and
there,
And he blessed them long to live.
O God give the joy and God the love
To those who are lovers true,
Shed down benediction from above
As in one are joined the two.
A poem for Valentines Day from
Prayers of the Western Highlanders

Extended Online Version
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On-line Shoppers did
you know…
...that you can raise money for
St Wilfrid’s whilst you shop?
Easy-Fund Raising is a scheme
where if registered with
them a small percentage of
what you spend is donated to
St Wilfrid’s.
Amazon and Ebay and some
of the big retailers like John
Lewis and M & S are in the
scheme as well as some online
supermarkets like Sainsburys,
Ocado and Tesco. You can even
raise money whilst booking
your holiday with booking.
com and Vrbo and if you take
out new insurance, energy or
mobile phone contracts with
some providers. Why not have
a look and see if your favourite
retailers are in the scheme?

I’ve been using this for a few
months now and its easy to use
especially if you have the app on
your phone. Click on the Easy
Fund-Raising app, put in the name
of your retailer and it will take
you straight to their website and
shop – that’s all you do – its Easy!
The amounts raised with each
shop are small but if lots of us use
the scheme the money donated
to St Wilfrid’s will soon add up.
To join in follow this link

or email me on
patjarvis69@gmail.com and I will
send you the link. (St Wilfrid’s
makes most money using
this link!)
Why not join in today?
Happy shopping!

income continues to fall. This
is due to a number of factors,
for example members of the
congregation moving or dying,
fewer people attending services
and no offertory plate, plus a
reduced number of social and
fundraising events due to covid.
Leaflets about standing orders

and gift aid (for those paying
income tax) are available
from me!

Pat Jarvis
PS If you don’t do online
shopping perhaps someone you
know does – why not tell them
about the scheme?

A reminder!
A couple of people have
asked me recently about
standing orders.
This reminds me to say that
this is one of the easiest ways
to give to the work of the
Parish. Regular planned income
is particularly important to St
Wilfrid’s at present as our overall

Jill Clarke
Treasurer@stwilfridsparish.com
01757 708646

“Nothing pleases God more than the
sound of a biro on a Gift Aid envelope
Revd. Richard Cole on BBC TV Winter Walks
www.StWilfridsParish.com
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God in the Arts
Nunc Dimittis
Waiting is a common human
experience. Our lives are
made up of waiting that leads
to encounter, and the waiting
requires patience and humility.
Milton wrote in his blindness,
‘They also serve who only stand
and wait’ as he wondered what
he could do for God’s kingdom
now that his sight had gone.
Simeon in this month’s painting
of the ‘Presentation of Christ’
had been waiting. He belonged
to a people who had been
waiting for centuries. He was
heir to the hopes and dreams
of a nation waiting for a better
world now that the holy city was
in the hands of Roman invaders.
With his people he clung to the
hope that God would come to
bring freedom and a new life.
God’s chosen one, the Messiah,
would bring this about. When
it came, there was no fanfare,
no warning, just an ordinary
family from faraway Nazareth
in the Temple, performing the
religious duties for the firstborn
son. But the waiting led to
encounter, and the sight of the
new-born child led to insight as
Simeon recognised that light and
salvation had at last come.
Rembrandt has captured all
this in his painting, ‘Simeon with
the Christ Child in the Temple’:
the faith and patience, the hope
and humility of an old man, a
priest, who takes the babe into
his arms and blesses God. It was
the artist’s last painting and left
unfinished at his death in 1669.
The figure of Mary by Simeon’s
side may have been painted by
another artist at a later stage. It
is the aged priest and the newborn babe that impress us as we
look: Simeon with his venerable
Extended Online Version

The Presentation of Christ by Rembrandt

beard and eyes half closed, and
the tiny child cradled in his
strong arms, looking up intently
with his eyes open.
As Rembrandt painted this
canvas, was he saying something
about his own life? He had not
been afraid to paint his portrait
at various stages - at 21, at 35,
at 53 - a total of 60 portraits
covering the span of years.
In this final painting the years
have moved on as we see
Simeon, mouthing ‘Nunc
dimittis’ with his eyes half
closed. Is the waiting over and
the journey coming to an end,

17

so that his eyes will fully close?
Or will he open them to see
that with the babe in his arms,
God has more in store: the
promise of a future as they step
out together on a new journey?
Revd Michael Burgess
(Picture used by kind
permission of the National
Museum, Stockholm)

www.StWilfridsParish.com

God in the Sciences
The Love of Wisdom of
Natural Things
Some time ago a scientist was
invited to speak at the Dewsbury
Women’s Institute. He spoke
about his research on polymers,
hoping that the women of this
Yorkshire mill town would
connect with his desire to
develop new fibres.
One person in particular, a
woman called Betty who had
worked in a mill since the age of
15, listened as if her life depended
on it, and peppered him with
questions afterwards. She had
always been interested in how
things work, but until that day
had not found anyone to answer
her questions. Whenever she
had asked about the processes
that they were using in the mill,
she was just told to get on with
her job.
From the outside, science can
seem a closed specialty, hemmed
in by intimidating jargon. When
McLeish described science as
‘the love of wisdom of natural
things’, however, he realised he
was opening a door. He was
moved to see that Betty was not
the only person who shed a tear
when her questions were finally
taken seriously, confirming that
her enquiring mind was indeed
probing in the right direction –
only fifty years too late.
Hearing about people like
Betty reminds me that science is
a very natural activity for anyone
to be involved in. McLeish is
convinced that there is a future
in ‘science therapy’. In his book
Faith and Wisdom in Science,
where this story appears, he asks
the question “If a reintroduction
to the activity of representing
both inner and outer worlds
in paint, music and drama can
www.StWilfridsParish.com

Shraga Kopstein

help to heal minds, what hope
might there be for a participation
in a gentle and contemplative
science in restoring a broken or
misunderstood relationship with
the physical world?”
This story inspired me to run
a number of hands-on science
activities with adult audiences
in churches. I have extracted
DNA from strawberries with a
midweek group for older people,
organised hands-on exhibits to
liven up lecture or discussion
events, and even had groups
extracting DNA from their own
cheek cells.
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Every time I lead activities like
these, I find that grown-ups are
grateful for the opportunity to
have a go at science themselves.
I love helping church-based
groups, in particular, to
reconnect with science and
celebrate what they find. Science
is not just for children and
professionals – it is for everyone
to enjoy and explore the world
God made.
Dr Ruth M
Bancewicz
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Situations Vacant
Elsewhere in Connected there are reports of numerous vacancies in St Wilfrid’s. The Rector,
Churchwarden and the Parochial Church Council have been looking for suitable candidates. Sadly,
although they have received numerous applications, none seem suitable.
I came across the following list of candidates, and the results of their interviews, in the vestry. It’s not
going well. The search continues...
Candidate
Adam

Good man but had problems with his wife. Keen on fruit. Naturist.

Noah

Claims to have been a pastor for 120 years - still working apparently - but no
converts! Former sailor. Good with wood.

Abraham

Twice offered to share his own wife with another man.

Joseph

Seems obsessed with the meaning of dreams, plus he has a prison record.

Moses

Modest, but a poor communicator. Moreover, he has a temper, and there were
rumours he had to leave another parish over a murder charge.

David

Promising, except that he writes poetry; believed to have had an affair with his
neighbour’s wife.

Solomon

Came across as a wise guy, and anyway the Rectory would never hold all of his wives.

Thomas

Wanted proof that there was a job - needed to see it with his own eyes if possible.

Deborah

Plays the tambourine, so not at all suitable for us.

Jeremiah

An alarmist. Buried his underwear outside... The PCC referred him back to the
Job Centre.

Isaiah

Claimed to have seen angels flying in church. Should have gone to Specsavers.

Jonah

Went on a bit. Says God had him swallowed up by a great fish, and that later it spat
him out on the shore because he was called to ministry. We hung up.

John

Claims to be a Baptist, but he doesn’t dress like any Baptists we know. Sleeps
outside, eats a weird diet, and often shouts abuse at religious leaders. Has potential.

Peter

Cursed a lot. Would definitely upset the Mothers’ Union. Worth considering.

Paul

A powerful person, and people respect him, but his sermons go on all night, with no
refreshments or loo breaks. That would never do for us.

Judas

A plodder, with excellent connections. Knows the value of money. Possibilities here.

When Mrs Clarke proof read this page she said that I had made this up! I did no such thing!
I copied some of it from Parish Pump. The rest I made up...

Extended Online Version
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From the Parish Registers
Church Floodlights

Funerals

St Wilfrid’s Church was, or will be,
illuminated on:
17th January
In Loving Memory of Brian Hurst
18th January
In Loving Memory of Ann Callon
19th January
In Loving Memory of Allen Webster Fryer
1st February
In Loving Memory of Des Thompson
7th February
In Loving Birthday Memories of Ann
Callon
7th February
In loving birthday memory of Geoff
Doncaster
8th February
In loving birthday memory of Carole
Doncaster-Flannery
27th February
In loving memory of Ronald Doncaster

We offer our love and sympathy to the
relatives of:
4th January
Mabel Jean Dallas (88) at Pontefract
Crematorium
6th January
Keith Thompson (86) at St Wilfrid’s
27th January
Elizabeth Abell (70) at St Wilfrid’s

Baptisms
We welcome into the Christian family:
16th January
Thomas John Hardy
30th January
Sunday Mila Rose

If you would like the church illuminated to
celebrate a birth, baptism, birthday marriage,
anniversary, or the life of a loved one please
contact Pat Griffiths on 01757 705793

Lorem ipsum

Methodist Clergy
Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD
Revd. Peter Barnett
5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk
(01405 869701)
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson
Revd. Roy Shaw
Revd. Paul Finlinson
Reader
Jackie Jackman
Church Warden
Pat Jarvis
Ministry Team
Mel Allan
Lynn Allan
Sue Beevers
Pat Griffiths
Joan Howden
Sheila Newsome
Carol Sowden
Gordon Tute
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome
Officers
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze
Treasurer
Jill Clarke

The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
p.finlinson@outlook.com

(01757 704707)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com		

(01757 706475)

churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com		

(01757 708881)

Electoral Roll Officer
Margaret Seager
(07840 817005)
Junior Church
Martha Harrold
(01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative
Cathy Rodgers
(01757 704303)
Pastoral Care
Sue Beevers
(01757 229515)
Craft Group
Linda Crackles
(01757 704944)
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan
(01757 706068)
Book Club
Rosalind Wilson
(01757 708856)
Wellbeing Cafe
Carol Sowden
(01757 703590)

(01757 706068)
(01757 706068)
(01757 229515)
(01757 705793)
(01757 700942)
(01757 705497)
(01757 703590)
(01757 707123)
(01757 705497)

(01757 701911)
ruthie5611@hotmail.com
(01757 708646)

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers

Clergy.Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie
24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson
The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton,YO8 9HE		
(01757 704707)
Revd. Roy Shaw
revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Revd. Paul Finlinson
p.finlinson@outlook.com
(The Revds. Roy Shaw and Paul Finlinson have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley
Treasurer
Reginold George
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft

Extended Online Version

(01757 706475)

porgles.pogs@icloud.com

(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
regi-george@hotmail.co.uk

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley
(01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft
(01757 707380)
Rosemary Finlinson

(01757 707380)
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Service Roster
You are more than welcome to join us in any
of the Services in February below
St Wilfrid’s
St Francis
Methodists
Tuesday 1st
10:30am Holy Communion at Fernbank
Court
Wednesday 2nd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 6th Fourth Sunday Before Lent
10:30am Lay-led Morning Prayer
12:30pm Baptisms
5pm Alive@5 at St Wilfrid’s Hall
Wednesday 9th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 13th Third Sunday Before Lent
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Family Communion
Monday 14th
10:30am Holy Communion at St Wilfrid’s
Court
Wednesday 16th
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th Second Sunday Before Lent
10:30am Joint Parish Celtic Communion at
St Francis
12:30pm Baptisms
5pm Alive@5 at St Wilfrid’s Hall
Wednesday 23rd
9:30am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th The Transfiguration
8:00am Holy Communion
10:30am Holy Communion with Prayer and
Anointing for Healing
5pm Inspire at St Wilfrid’s Hall

www.StWilfridsParish.com

Thursday 3rd
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 6th
10:30am Holy Communion with
Prayer and Anointing for Healing
Thursday 10th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 13th
10:30am Morning Worship/Holy
Communion led by the Methodist
Circuit
Thursday 17th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 20th
10:30am Joint Parish Celtic
Communion at St Francis
Thursday 24th
10:00am Holy Communion
Sunday 27th
10:30am Lay-led Morning Worship

Brayton
Sunday 6th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 13th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 20th
10:30am Morning Worship
Sunday 27th
10:30am Morning Worship

Burn
Sunday 6th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 13th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 20th
10:00am Morning Worship
Sunday 27th
10:30am at Hambleton
Methodist Church

Thorpe Willoughby
Sunday 13th
10:30am Morning Worship
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The Directory

Wellbeing

Gentle Movement

Wellbeing Cafe

Churchyard Tidying

Every Monday
2:00pm–3:45pm
St Francis’ Church

Monday 14th & 28th February
10:00am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 26th February
9:30am–12noon
St Wilfrid’s Churchyard

Sitting down exercises for all ages;
free but donations accepted for
Church funds. We are a warm
friendly group, so why not come
and join us; or come for company,
coffee and cake! More information
from me on 07821 257923. Jean

Come and join us in a safe and
friendly place for cake, a cuppa,
a chat and mutual support to
build a kind community! More
information? Call me on 01757
703590 Carol

Come and help maintain the
flower borders, cut back the
brambles, and empty the rubbish
bins! You might even get to climb a
ladder! Sense of humour essential.
John

One Lump or Two?
Community Lunch

Coffee Corner

Coffee Morning

Wednesday 2nd February
12noon-1:30pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Saturday 5th February
10:00am-11:15am
St Francis Church

Saturday 12th February
10:00am-11:30am
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

The first Community Lunch of the
year! Come along for a chat with a
simple lunch of soup & dessert for
only £4. Pat

Open as usual again. Come along
for coffee, refreshments and
repartee! Pat

We are looking forward to the
next Coffee Morning when we
shall be including the first of our
2022 Easter gifts for sale. We look
forward to seeing you all again!
Linda

Coffeemates

Coffee for All

Wednesday 23th February
10:00am - 12noon
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Tuesdays
10:00am–11:30am
St Francis Church

Why not come along for coffee,
tea, and homemade cakes, and
great company in February! Lynn

Come along for coffee, tea and
a chat. Everyone is welcome.
Pauline

Extended Online Version
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Crafty Folks
St Wilfrid’s Craft
Group

St Francis Crafters

Open Church

Tuesday 8th & 22 nd February
1:30pm–4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Every Wednesday
2:00pm-4:00pm
St Francis Church

Wednesday 9th & 23rd February
2:00pm-4:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Church

If anyone wants to join us they
are welcome to come along with
their latest project, join in the
chatter and enjoy a cuppa from
1:30pm. No need to contact me
beforehand. Linda

We meet every Wednesday to
knit, sew, crochet, craft and
natter. Everyone is welcome!
Or come along if you just want
to chat! Contact me for more
information on 01757 703892.
Margaret

St Wilfrid’s will be open for
sketching, painting, stitching,
writing, taking photographs or just
soaking up the atmosphere. Martin
& Karl

Women Matters
Mothers’ Union

Brayton WI

Thursday 10th February
2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Monday 14th February
2:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

This month we are looking
forward to a talk about flowers.

At our next meeting Margaret
Brooks will speak about
“becoming an International
Field Judge”.
Contact me for more
information 01757 702209. Jean

Barbara

Sunday Evening Services
Alive@5

Inspire!

Sunday 6th & 20th February
5:00pm–6:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

Sunday 27th February
5:00pm–6:00pm
St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall

C0mmunity! G@m3s! Cr@fts!,
Fri3ndly! Fun! A short relaxed
worship time for all the family.
Everyone is welcome! Pete

Contemporary informal Christian
fellowship and relaxed café style
worship. It would be lovely to see
you there! Pete

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s Notices
Vacancies at St Wilfrid’s
The Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting will be held at 12noon, Sunday 10th April 2022. This year, as
we review the achievements of the past year, we must also look to recruit those posts that will fall vacant.
Church Treasurer
Jill Clarke, our Church Treasurer will be stepping down at the APCM. Jill has done an amazing job as
treasurer for the last six years and we are grateful for all that she has done. But now we need to find
a replacement for Jill. Perhaps you or someone you know has the time, commitment and aptitude to
become our new treasurer?
This is a big role within St Wilfrid’s but Jill will provide support to her successor as they need. This is a
job that could be shared, and the treasurer does not have to be a member of our congregation. If you,
or some one you know would be interested please let me know (patjarvis69@gmail.com) or talk to Jill,
Revd Pete or any member of the PCC.
PCC Vacancies
Over the years our parish has benefited from a strong PCC, and we are enormously grateful to all those
who have served with dedication to the life and mission of our parish as PCC members.
This year our PCC needs new members to take on this commitment and shared responsibility for the
decisions it makes about the life and mission of our parish.
Is joining our PCC something that you have considered and feel God is calling you to do? If you would
like more information please contact Ruth Breeze (our PCC secretary), Revd. Pete, myself or any
PCC member.
Welcomers Needed
Could you join our small team of volunteers who welcome people to Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals?
On these occasions many of the congregation are visiting us for the first time and the greeting they
receive is very important in helping them feel comfortable and welcome. As a welcomer it is rewarding
to support and contribute to these very important times in people’s lives. Please talk to myself, Carol
Sowden or Pat Griffiths if you would like any more information.
Pat Jarvis, Churchwarden
Choir and Organists Update
We’re delighted to welcome James Lowery and Martin Colley who will join Yvonne Green and Charlotte
Watson in supporting our morning worship at St Wilfrid’s. Martin has very kindly played at a couple of
services already, but as of January 2022 will play for our Celtic Communion services on alternate 3rd
Sundays of the month. From February 2022 James will play on the 4th Sundays as well as directing the choir.
Many thanks to them both.
A big thanks to Charlotte for continuing to lead our musical worship at Family Communion services on
the second Sunday of the month.
A very special thanks to Yvonne, who has faithfully supported us in our worship over many years, not
least, in these last few years as we’ve struggled to find organists. We have been truly blessed in her. She
will continue to play for our Morning Prayer services on the first Sunday of the month.
Pete Watson and Pat Jarvis
Craft Group Coffee Morning 8th January 2022
Despite bad weather and the car park closed because of black ice, the coffee morning was well attended
by 20 plus hardy people. There was plenty of cake consumed along with a lovely atmosphere of chatter
and laughter so thank you to all who came along, provided such good company and helped to raise £140
for Church funds. Also, thanks are due to the superstar ladies who looked after everyone so well.
We are looking forward to the next Coffee Morning on 12th February 2022 when we shall be including
the first of our 2022 Easter gifts for sale.
Linda Crackles
Extended Online Version
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When We Were Very Young
The pictures this month come from a Parish concert held in Brayton Academy on 11th December 2008.
Being a man I can’t remember now what it was all about, except that we had brilliant entertainment, a
cracking buffet and lovely wine. These ingredients form the basic recipe for a ‘good night out’!

Nigel Woods MC

“A Wayne in a Manger”

Sheila was the weakest link

No one loves a fairy when she’s forty

Ah, yes, I remember it well

Clare in full voice

www.StWilfridsParish.com
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St Wilfrid’s
Wellbeing Café
Come and join us in a safe and friendly
place for cake, a cuppa, a chat and mutual
support to build a kind community!

1
12:00:000am

We are open to ANYBODY, without
restrictions. We are dementia friendly
and can offer carer support. No need
to book, just turn up. There will be
optional crafts, games and activities
at each meeting should you wish to
get involved with them.
The café runs every 2nd and 4th Monday
of the Month, 10:00-12:00am.

“The Wellbeing Café is a lovely place
to meet new friends in a warm
and safe environment”

“I felt very welcomed when I
came to café for the first time,
lovely people and great cake”

There is no fee, but we do invite donations. We are located at St Wilfrid’s Parish Hall in Brayton (behind church).
For more information please contact Claire Nutt on 07780 929243 or email on clairenutt79@gmail.com

Selby Soroptomists are part of a worldwide
women’s organisation, aimed at improving
outcomes for women and girls.
We are involved in voluntary service in the local
area, and we also contribute to projects benefitting
women and girls nationally and internationally.
The Selby group meets on the first and third
Wednesday evenings of each month. There are
visits, speakers, events, and plenty of opportunity
to meet new people and enjoy friendship.
If you might like to join us, contact Hilary on 07860
161722 (secretarysiselby@gmail.com), we would
really like to hear from you.
See our website for more information
www.sigbi.org/selby

